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ACTION LIGHTING
Your Best Choice for Quality Lighting Products

1-800-248-0076 • www.actionlighting.com

The Best Source for all your Carousel Lighting Needs

AVERAGE POWER DRAW
E-14 DOUBLE T LED
in TE40 Turbo Unit

0.5 Watts
Power draw
0.02 Amp

DESIGNED TO FIT ALL 
MAKES OF E-10 & E-14 

TURBO FIXTURES

Over 50,000 Hour Burn Life

No heat to discolor turbo

No Filament — Vibration resistant

More Light — Brighter Light

Six month replacement 
warranty from ship date

INCANDESCENT BULBS

L.E.D. BULBS

FEATURES OF
OUR L.E.D. BULB

G20 DOMES
E-27 MEDIUM BASE NON-DIMMABLE

12 LEDS  •  120 VOLT  
0.024 AMP POWER DRAW!

DOUBLE T 
LED™ TOWERS

36 LEDS — 120 VOLT — 0.024 AMP POWER DRAW!

LOW PROFILE “HALF GLOBE”
E-27 MEDIUM BASE NON-DIMMABLE

18 LEDS — 120 VOLT — 0.024 AMP POWER DRAW!

We also provide the finest quality 
light fixtures in the industry!
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ActionLighting 4-08  4/29/08  11:50 AM  Page 1



MR16 DISPLAY LAMPS

Amusement Industry
LIGHTING SUPPLIES

10 Transparent Colors

5 Ceramic Colors 8 Inside Frost Colors

11S14 - 11 Watt BULBS

Replace your old style incandescent lamps with

OUR EXCLUSIVE L.E.D. LAMPS

CALL TODAY!

HUGE

SEL
EC

TIO
N OUR

21 ST
YEAR!

ACTION LIGHTING
Your Best Choice for Quality Lighting Products

1-800-248-0076 • www.actionlighting.com

The Best Source for all your Carousel Lighting Needs

AVERAGE POWER DRAW
E-14 DOUBLE T LED
in TE40 Turbo Unit

0.5 Watts
Power draw
0.02 Amp

DESIGNED TO FIT ALL 
MAKES OF E-10 & E-14 

TURBO FIXTURES

Over 50,000 Hour Burn Life

No heat to discolor turbo

No Filament — Vibration resistant

More Light — Brighter Light

Six month replacement 
warranty from ship date

INCANDESCENT BULBS

L.E.D. BULBS

FEATURES OF
OUR L.E.D. BULB

G20 DOMES
E-27 MEDIUM BASE NON-DIMMABLE

12 LEDS  •  120 VOLT  
0.024 AMP POWER DRAW!

DOUBLE T 
LED™ TOWERS

36 LEDS — 120 VOLT — 0.024 AMP POWER DRAW!

LOW PROFILE “HALF GLOBE”
E-27 MEDIUM BASE NON-DIMMABLE

18 LEDS — 120 VOLT — 0.024 AMP POWER DRAW!

We also provide the finest quality 
light fixtures in the industry!

THE GREEN

MACHINE

ActionLighting 4-08  4/29/08  11:50 AM  Page 1

Success 
in Every
Direction!

Conference: Nov. 17–21, 2008 ●  Trade Show: Nov. 18–21, 2008 
Orange County Convention Center ●  North/South Building
Orlando, Florida USA ●  To register or exhibit, visit www.IAAPA.org.

Everything you need to boost ticket sales 
and increase revenue comes together at 
IAAPA Attractions Expo 2008! Get great
ideas from other facilities and markets, 
network with fellow operators, and steer 
your business in the right direction with 
products and services featured by more than 
1,100 exhibitors. The ultimate destination is 
IAAPA Attractions Expo 2008! 

The ultimate destination for the  ATTRACTIONS INDUSTRY

Annual Conference and Trade Show 
of the International Association of 
Amusement Parks and Attractions

The Ultimate Destination
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ON THE COVER

A beautiful stander 
on the rare two-row 
Dentzel carousel in 
Meridian, MS.
The NCA visited the 
machine during the 
2008 convention

Photo courtesy of 
John Caruso
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Warehouse Find.
Last operated over 20 years ago.

One of the most original all wood Allan Her-
schells around. Great for City needing a 

mid-size carousel or a collector’s backyard. 
Delivery available.

Call 818-394-0028 
Or Email dan@carousel.com for pictures anddetails

Allan Herschell Carousel - 20 Horses



AntiqueCarousels.com

Antique Carousel Horses 
and Menagerie Figures, 
Mechanical Music, Full Carousels, 
Contemporary Carousel Figures, Rocking Horses & 
Other Carousel Collectibles and more...

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

Antique Carousel Horses 
and Menagerie Figures, 
Mechanical Music, Full Carousels, 
Contemporary Carousel Figures, Rocking Horses & 
Other Carousel Collectibles and more...

antiquecarousels@gmail.com6 2 6 . 6 3 9 . 0 3 1 3

Please  vis it  our new website  for carousel  f igures  and more

Standers Jumpers

Wildwood, NJ •  Stein & Goldstein

Dentzel Lion, giraffes, deer and more...

Dentzel Tiger - Rabbit trappingsDentzel Jumper •  Pam Hessey paintDentzel “Listener” in Glaze

Dover, PA •  Original Paint Dentzel

Menagerie
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These are little bits of infor-
mation that come across my 
desk. Some will become bigger stories in future issues of 
the CN&T, others are just passed-along information.

Brass
 Ring

From 
Dan’s 
Desk
Message from the publisher, 
Dan Horenberger

There is still 
a spot reserved for 
your treasured Illions 
horse on an operating 
Illions Supreme 
Carousel!

George Schott
P.O. Box 9340

Auburn, ME 04210
	 Call (207) 946-7972

or (207) 754-3630

What a great month for carousels!

After years in deep storage, the sandblasted Woodside 
Park Dentzel carousel from the Smithsonian Museum has 
been resurrected.  The grand opening was at the Please 
Touch Museum in Philadelphia on Oct. 18. A great job was 
done in saving this carousel. It’s been long awaited. Look 
for a feature story on the 1927 Dentzel’s return in the Janu-
ary 2009 issue of The Carousel News & Trader.

The New England Carousel Museum in Bristol, CT, is 
finally getting an elevator. This is going to make life at this 
great museum a whole lot better.  Check our calendar and 
website for special holiday events at the museum.

We also have the carou-
sel at Tilden Park in Berkeley, 
CA, opening again, just in time 
for their Halloween Scary Go 
Round season After Halloween, 
the carousel turns into one of 
the best Christmas shows in the 
Bay Area.  Look for a feature 
story on the return of this great, 
historic carousel in the Decem-
ber issue of CN&T.

Speaking of Halloween, a lot of pumpkin patches opened 
this month. Many of them have carousels and family rides. 
Just like Tilden, after Halloween, these attractions set up 
for the Christmas season. Many of these carousels only get 
used for these three months. If the weather or economy are 
bad, they are in trouble. Go out and support your local car-
ousels even if they are only open for a few months.

The IAAPA Amusements Expo is also this month. Most 
of the amusement park changes are decided over this week 
of talks. We’ll be there covering it. We always make sure 
to let the amusement parks know what a valuable piece 
of history and equipment they have in their carousel. Car-
ousels are more then just a bottom line for their business. 
Thankfully, parks are starting to understand just how valu-
able their carousels are to keep the family atmosphere in 
the the park.

Tilden Carousel decked 
out for the holidays.
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Bronze 
Lion
Limited Edition

Dimensions:14 1/2” x 11 1/4” 
Price: $1,750.00

Contact: Stan Hawkins
LittleHawkDesigns.com

(507) 452-3309
e-mail: stan@titleco.com

Edition size of 18

FOR SALE

Carousel with location in Los Angels available.
Great location comes complete with carousel featuring new Ed 

Roth carved animals. Contract with the City good for two years. 
Food permit also included. A great way to be in the carousel 

business quickly. Unbelievably priced at $175,000! This won’t 
last long. Owner has the right to remove carousel if your just 

looking for a ready to operate machine.

Call 818-394-0028 
Or Email dan@carousel.com for pictures and details.

CN&T freelance writer, Jim Weaver aboard The Woodside 
Park Dentzel during the Media Preview at the Pease Touch 
Museum in Philadelphia on Oct. 8.

Sad to say that the efforts of the Southern Star Amuse-
ment of Bay St. Louis to reopen Six Fags New Orleans, 
closed by Hurricane Katrina, have come to a halt. The com-
pany’s vice president said, “It has been a busy ten months 
as we have worked to revive the former Six Flags New 
Orleans property.  After working very diligently, we have 
reached a point in this project where we are no longer able 
to pursue reopening this park.  We cannot comment as to 
any situations that have or may have impacted our decision. 
We remain committed to pursuing opportunities along the 
Gulf Coast and have not given up on our plans on establish-
ing a park here.”

On more hurricane news, the storm that went through 
Kemah Boardwalk in Galveston, TX, really tore it up. The 
park is going to rebuild and the work has already started. 
Parts of the carousel were found two miles away on the 
beach. The carousel was a newer Chance machine.

I want to thank everyone for their help in our last issue on 
band organs. It was an overwhelming success. So much so 
that you’ll be seeing a few more organ stories in the months 
to come since we had too many to use last month. Remem-
ber, if you have a carousel story, let us know. We’re always 
looking to help and promote your local carousel.
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C A R O U S E L  N E W S  B R I E F S

SARANAC LAKE, NY — While most Saranac Lake resi-
dents are gearing up for a long winter, the Adirondack Car-
ousel Team is keeping the momentum up from the summer.  
Their next unveiling, The River Otter.   

Carousel founder Karen Loffler and Carl Borst, longtime 
carousel friend, co-carved the iconic otter, the mascot of the 
carousel for five years. 

“We are thrilled to have lucky number 13 out of 23 ani-
mals ready to be delivered,” said Carousel Executive Direc-
tor Dylan Rodrigues.  

This summer brought seven new additions – Blue Heron, 
Hermit Thrush, Bobcat, Skunk, Beaver, Red Fox and Turtle 
– to the Adirondack Carousel, all of which are now infiltrat-
ing northern, New York, in various locations and displays.  

The Adirondack Carousel project has been in the works 
for the past few years.  Volunteer carvers locally and from 
around the nation have generously donated their time and 
hard work to deliver the final carousel figures. 

ADIRONDACK CAROUSEL CARVING ALONG

ANIMAL DISPLAY LOCATIONS:
Red Fox - The Capozio Gallery, Lake Placid; Hermit 

Thrush - Adirondack Craft Center, Lake Placid; Bobcat - 
Lake Placid Center for the Arts; Turtle - Whiteface Lodge, 

By Sarah Greenwood
Public Relations Liason, Adirondack Carousel

Tom Holzinger and his skunk.

The river otter carved by Karen Loffler and Carl Borst and painted by Sandra Hildrith.
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A complete guide on

HOW TO CARVE AND 
PAINT A CAROUSEL HORSE

with 138 color photographs
By 

Lawrence R. 
Pefferly, 
Carver

This is the defini-
tive book and a “must 
have” for every carver 
of carousel horses. 
Lawrence Pefferly, a 
third generation carver, 
has written this 140-
page book so a novice 
can confidently follow 
precise and easy-to-un-
derstand, step-by-step 
instructions to create one’s own carousel horse. Abundant 
and beautiful color photographs and illustrations are insert-
ed throughout as ready-references in each discussion.

The book or Carousel Carving DVD can be purchased 
at www.carouselcarving.com for $39.95, or from: 
The Carousel Store at www.CarouselStore.com.

Carrousels

20’ Fantasy – Horses & Menagerie
28’ Americana – Horses & Menagerie

36’ 3-Abreast – 30 Horses
***All manufactured by Chance ***

For sale, long-term lease, or revenue sharing opportunities

Family Entertainment, Inc.
888-237-0444

rtinsleyenterprises@yahoo.com
Richard Tinsley

Lake Placid; Skunk - The Gallery in AuSable Forks; Blue 
Heron - Thompson Park Zoo, Watertown; Beaver - Goody 
Goody’s in Saranac Lake; Racoon - Adirondack Bank in 
Saranac Lake; Salamander - Community Bank in Saranac 
Lake; Loon - Saranac Lake Village Office Window; Black 
Fly - Adirondack Medical Center, Saranac Lake; Bass -Tra-
ditional Arts of upstate New York, Canton. 

For information, contact Sarah Greenwood at (518) 891-
9521 or visit www.adirondackcarousel.org. 

Dylan Rodrigues (Carousel Executive Director), Bob Eck 
(Carver, Plantation, FL) and Laura Rice (Adirondack Museum 
Chief Curator).
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C A R O U S E L  N E W S  B R I E F S

SEEKING FRIENDS OF JANE’S CAROUSEL

On the heels of her great exposure on Charles Osgood’s 
CBS Sunday Morning Show this summer, Jane Walentas re-
cently launched a postcard campaign to people who have 
signed the guest book at the building in DUMBO, where the 
carousel currently resides.  Clearly separating herself from 
other Friends of Carousel campaigns, Jane is seeking no fi-
nancial support, just support.  Here is 
her letter.  

Dear Friend of Jane’s Carousel: 
I want to thank you for coming to 

visit Jane’s Carousel here in Dumbo, 
Brooklyn and – even more importantly 
– to offer my personal thanks for taking 
the time to sign our petition in support 
of moving the carousel to a permanent 
home in Brooklyn Bridge Park. I am so 
proud to have helped bring this trea-
sure of a carousel back to life for new 
generations of children and families to 
enjoy, and I’m hoping you might join 

me in the final step of our long campaign to return Jane’s 
Carousel to the public in a place where everyone can ride it! 

We have created a new organization – Friends of Jane’s 
Carousel – with the simple goal of ensuring that the carousel 
secures a long-term home in the new Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
in an appropriate spot between the Manhattan and Brook-

lyn Bridges. I hope you will join us as a 
“Charter Member.” 

In terms of what membership in 
Friends of Jane’s Carousel entails, all 
we are asking for is your voice, your 
love of carousels, and that you’ll hope-
fully come visit Jane’s Carousel again 
in its new home. As you may know, I 
have already committed to contribut-
ing both the carousel and the cost of a 
new building to house it, so Friends of 
Jane’s Carousel won’t need your finan-
cial support. What we will need, how-
ever, is for you, your family and friends 
to add your names to the thousands of Arial rendering of Brooklyn Bridge Park.

Visit Jane’s new website at www.janescarousel.com where you can learn more about the project and sign up to be a friend.
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Rare Carousel 
Ephemera...

 
 

Special First Day stamp 
issue magazines. These 
magazines are from September 1988 and include an article about 
the 1988 carousel stamp First Issue event.  These are stamped with 
a 25 cent carousel stamp and cancelled at the event that was held 
in Sandusky, Ohio.
Only 14 copies of these available.  
$10 each + $2 each S&H. 
 
Full sheets of the 1988 carousel postage stamps, (25 cent)  50 
per sheet,  in new condition.
$25 per sheet, + $2 – S&H.  20 sheets available. 
  

I’m still finding things packed away for years.
Email me about shipping for multiple items.

Contact: Walter Loucks. Email: WalterLeeL@aol.com.

772-584-1690

Beautiful Fabricon Carousel. 
One of the best the company ever made. A very deluxe 
machine with many menagerie figures. Great for home 
or business.

Call or write for details:
818-394-0028
fax: 818-332-7944
email: dan@carousel.com

FOR SALE

other Friends of Jane’s Carousel advocating in support of an 
appropriate new home. 

If you would like to join us, please fill out the reply card 
and return it to us as soon as possible. We’ll add your name 
to the growing list of friends and will keep you updated on our 
efforts. In addition, we hope to schedule a Friends of Jane’s 
Carousel event in Brooklyn in the near future, and we’d love 
to invite you and your fellow “Charter Members” to take part 
in the fun. 

Nearly 25 years ago, I began what some might call a 
quest – a challenging, often frustrating, but incredibly gratify-
ing quest – to rescue and restore one of the country’s most 
beautiful historic carousels. I’m extremely honored (and hum-
bled) that this breathtaking piece of Americana is now known 
as “Jane’s Carousel” and I look forward to working with you 
to ensure that it spends its next life in the permanent public 
home that it deserves. 

Should you have any questions or wish to contact us, 
please email me at jane@janescarousel.com or call us at 
(212) 233-2953. Thanks so much! 

Warm Regards,
Jane Walentas

Here is a the reply card to become a Friend of Jane’s Carou-
sel.  Jane welcomes support for the relocation of PTC #61 
from all carousel enthusiasts.  To join, send your informa-
tion to: Friends of Jane’s Carousel, c/o Yoswein New York, 
150 Broadway, Suite 1300, New York, NY 10273-0830.

The CBS Sunday Morning crew films Jane and NCA found-
ing member Barbara Charles at the carousel in DUMBO.
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I  feel very privileged and delighted  
to share my love for band organs with 
the carousel community. I have a pas-
sion for making carousel folk art, and 
band organ facades are my favorite to 
construct. They are great fun to make 
but most difficult. It’s like putting a puz-
zle together. I lay parts out on a board 
and then sometimes move them around 
untill I finally say, “OK, that’s good.” 

Next comes the paint, and then the 
gluing process begins. The hardest 
part is using the roto-zip tool to trim 
away the edges. I use many different 
materials to create my art, Victorian 
embossed woods, ceramic figurines, 
mirrors, rhinestones, porcelain flowers, 
frames, pvc pipe, and all the cupids 
and instruments I can find at Christmas 
time.  

This all started with my making a 

band organ using a small carved frame, 
I enjoyed that and challenged myself to 
make one that was eight times bigger. 
At that time I was working,  so it was a 
slow process to complete. Since being 
retired, I have made many band organs, 
rounding boards, shields, cornices, and 
uniquely framed pictures. 

I am a featured artist with the Carou-
sel Store and my claim to fame is that 
six rounding boards through the Carou-
sel Store were sold to Warner Brothers 
to be used on the set of the TV show 
“The Gilmore Girls.” 

When I was younger, I was very ac-
tive  in puppetry. Now I am a carousel 
folk artist. I guess I will never grow up.

For more information visit my web-

By Ellie Haggerty
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

ONE-OF-A-KIND BAND ORGAN FOLK ART

site, www.carouselfolkart.com, or email 
urspecial1@att.net.

Some of the many band organ wall 
hangings.
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DAVID A. NORTON’S

NORTON 
AUCTIONEERS

THE INDUSTRY EXPERTS 

PROFESSIONAL AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS

CARNIVALS • PARKS • CAROUSELS 
FEC’s • MUSEUMS • TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

50 W. PEARL ST, COLDWATER, MICHIGAN, 49036-1967

800-279-9063   
 FAX (517) 279-9191

www.nortonauctioneers.com 
E-mail: nortonsold@cbpu.com     

Carousel News & Trader Forum

This was a recent post at www.CarouselNews.com. 
“I’ve come across an old magic lantern slide that shows 

a wooden flying carousel I think from the late 1800’s. The 
label on the slide indicates this was taken in Alexandria, 
Egypt. What I am trying to figure out if this was a carousel 
made overseas or could this be one from the USA?”

  If you think you may have any information on this carou-
sel you can go to CarouselNews.com. Click on “FORUMS” 
and  on “Seeking Information.”  We’d love to hear.

Carousel Calendar
SPECIAL EVENTS

 Nov. 22 - 23, 2008
Phoenix, AZ.  2nd Annual Harvest Festival at  Enchanted 
Island Amusement Park.  Carousel and amusement rides, 
hay maze, hayride or pony rides, petting zoo, rockwall, face 
painting and more. $5.00 for unlimited access to Harvest 
Festival only. $15 children, $10 for adults for unlimited ac-
cess at Harvest Festival and amusement park rides. 1202 
W. Encanto Blvd., Phoenix, AZ. (602) 254-1200.  Web: 
www.enchantedisland.com.

Nov. 28, 2008
New Orleans, LA.  Celebration In The Oaks.  City Park’s 
annual holiday lighting exhibit and festival. The Dinobration 
exhibit is returning for 2008. New this year are the Very 
Merry Maze, a dancing light show and a snow machine.The 
carousel will be operational with new lighting and music, 
and the train will take patrons on an enchanted journey 
highlighted by an amazing light display along City Park Ave.  
(504)483-9415. Web: www.celebrationintheoaks.com.

Nov. 29 - Dec. 21, 2008
Santa Cruz, CA.  “Santa’s Kingdom” & the Holiday Lights 
Trainholly.  Ride through town on Roaring Camp’s Holiday 
Lights Train singing carols and sipping hot-spiced cider 
and finish up with a stroll through “Santa’s Kingdom”.  You 
can take a photo with Santa, share some Marini’s candy, 
play a quick round of mini-golf, or pick up a last minute gift.  
The Holiday Lights Train starts and ends at the Santa Cruz 
Beach Boardwalk.  400 Beach St., Santa Cruz, CA. (831) 
423-5590. Web: www.beachboardwalk.com.

Dec. 6, 2008
Bristol, CT.  The New England Carousel Museum is seeking 
craft vendors and artists for its upcoming holiday craft fair.  
The second annual event will be held on Dec. 6, 2008, from 
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. at the Carousel Museum, 95 Riv-
erside Ave., Bristol, CT. Booth rentals are $30 and include 
an 8’ table and chairs.  For information, or to reserve your 
table, contact the museum at (860) 585-5411. 

Dec. 06, 2008
Little Rock, AR.  Christmas in the Wild! Children can meet 
Santa, enjoy cookies and milk, and make some fun crafts. 
Then, travel with Santa to give the animals some special 
Christmas presents. Reservations are required. 1 Jones-
boro Drive, Little Rock, AR. Web: www.littlerockzoo.com.

Dec. 6-7, 2008
Leavenworth, KS.  Children’s Mall. Children shop for 
Christmas gifts at the C. W. Parker Carousel Museum. 
320 S. Esplanade, KS. (913) 682-1331. Web: www.first-
citymuseums.org.

SEND US YOUR EVENTS!
Fax to (818) 332-7944 

or email roland@carouselnews.com.
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HISTORIC 4-ROW PTC CAROUSEL

Rare 4-Row PTC Carousel
This historic PTC carousel has been in storage for over 20 years. 

Great large carousel project for any situation. Very reasonably priced. Email or call for details.

FOR SALE

http://www.brassringcarousel.com/
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L O N G - L O S T  C A R O U S E L S

CORRECTION: Bob’s email in his classified ad last month was missing 
the “2.”  Here is the ad with the correct email: 
CAROUSEL PHOTOS BY BOB GUENTHNER:  Photographs of 44 
different carousels, some no longer in operation. 59 different sets. For 
complete list email guenthners2@sbcglobal.net.

BUSHKILL PARK’S LONG CAROUSEL

The Long Carousel operated at  Bushkill Park in  Easton, 
PA, from 1934 until 1989.  After the death of longtime park 
owner, Mabel Long, the park and carousel were offered for 
sale.

Though a local group rallied to raise the money to keep 
the carousel in Pennsylvania, they were unable to raise 
the $600,000 asking price and the carousel was sold to an 
anonymous buyer from Ohio in 1991.

Report of the sale in the May 1991 issue of CN&T insinu-

ated that the buyer intended to find a location to operate the 
ride, but 17 years later it remains in storage.

The 1903 carousel is a mix of Muller, Dentzel, PTC, Car-
mel and Long carvings.  The menagerie includes rabbits, 
giraffes, goats, camels, zebras and a lion and tiger. 

Photos by Bob Guenthner
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JEWELRY  VIDEOS/DVDS  BOOKSMUSIC   HORSES   MINIATURES

Y O U R  O N E - S T O P  S H O P  F O R  A L L  T H I N G S  C A R O U S E L ™

W W W. C A R O U S E L S TO R E . C O M  |  1 - 8 0 0 - 5 5 8 - 7 9 6 9

American 
Rose Horse 

Item # 10-0212
Price: 
$2,249.95 
$1,495.95

Dimensions: 
62” long 61” tall 
12” wide
Material: 
Rotational-Mold 
Poly-Resin
Bonus: 
Shipping 
Included
Shipping: Allow 
up to 4 weeks 
for delivery

Carmel-Style 
Jumper

Item # 10-0131
Price: $595.95 
$424.95

Dimensions: 
34” long 28” tall 
10” wide
Material: 
Rotational-Mold 
Poly-Resin
Bonus: 
Shipping 
Included
Shipping: Allow 
up to 4 weeks 
for delivery

Note: All 
Horses for 
Decorative 
Purposes Only

Item # 10-0130
Price: $595.95 $479.95
Shipping Included
Allow up to 4 weeks for 
delivery

Order Now and Have a Carousel Horse for the Holidays
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Pre-Convention Tour Visits Rare Two-Row Dentzel in Meridian, MS

2008 NCA Convention Visits Memphis, 
St. Louis, Little Rock, and More... 

By John Caruso
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

Every NCA Convention is always special in some way 
but this year’s had more than it’s usual share of high 
points.  

The weather was picture-perfect every day, as if the sun 
was following us wherever we went.  Every meal was more 
tasty than the next.  And, of course, each carousel we vis-
ited were all more beautiful than the next.  What made them 
even more special was how important these historic trea-
sures are to the people who live in the towns in which the 
carousels are located.  

We visited four states, all connected by the mighty Mis-
sissippi River.  From small towns like Greenville, Mississip-
pi, Perryville, Missouri and Meridian, Mississippi to large cit-
ies like Memphis, Tennessee,  St. Louis, Missouri, and Little 

The Highland Park 1904 Dentzel Carousel in Meridian, MS (shown above and below), is the only two-row Dentzel still operating 
and one of only three stationary Dentzel machines. The menagerie includes a lion, a tiger, two goats, two giraffes and two deer.

All photos by John Caruso.
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The Memphis/Libertyland Landmark Still Hopes to Roll Again

Elvis’s Coaster - The Zippin Pippin

The American Coaster Enthusiasts, (ACE), was founded 
in 1978 as a not-for-profit, all volunteer club to foster 
and promote the conservation, appreciation, knowledge and enjoyment of the 
art of the classic wooden roller coaster and the contemporary steel coaster.  
The club has grown to nearly 7,000 members representing all 50 states, DC, and 
12 countries. ACE publishes a bimonthly newsletter and a quarterly magazine. 
They also sponsor several events at parks each year. 
For information, visit www.aceonline.org or call (740) 450-1560.

Photos by Bobby Nagy.

By Matt Crowther, ACE

The Mid-South Fair has been a part of life 
in Memphis, TN, every autumn since 1856 but 
the city has decided not to renew the lease on 
the property, so the fair will be relocating to 
Tunica, MS, beginning in either 2009 or 2010. 
One fixture of the fair will not be moving south 
however, the famous wooden coaster Zippin 
Pippin, which has been standing idle since 
2005. 

The Pippin, as is was originally named, is 
one of the oldest roller coasters still standing 
in North America. According to some sources 
it could be the second or third oldest in the 
world. In 1912 (or by some accounts 1915 or 
‘16), the Pippin was built by the legendary roll-
er coaster designer John Miller for East End 
Park in Memphis. When the attendance at that 
facility declined, the coaster was moved in 
1923 to what are now known as the Mid-South 
Fairgrounds. 

The track and layout were altered - the 
layout was changed again in 1928 after se-
vere damage from a tornado. Because of all 
of these alterations, some coaster authorities 
question how much of the design from the orig-
inal location remains.  Regardless, the Pippin 
is undoubtedly still of great historic value and 
was placed on the National Register of His-
toric Places in 2007.

In 1976, the City of Memphis decided to 
build a theme park named Libertyland around 
the coaster (renamed Zippin Pippin) and the 
Grand Carousel. The park operated from 
then until it closed after the 2005 season. The 
coaster is most famous for being Elvis Pres-

ley’s favorite ride. Elvis would rent the entire park just to ride it without fan 
interference. A week before his death, Elvis rented the park from 1 a.m. to 
7 a.m. to entertain a small number of guests. He rode the Zippin Pippin for 
hours without stopping. 

After Libertyland closed, the Pippin was sold to the owners of a  trav-
eling museum, who then sold the coaster to Carolina Crossroads, a de-
velopment in Virginia. However, in 2007, the coaster was donated back 
to Save Libertyland, a local preservation group that 
is currently exploring possible avenues to have the 
coaster operate again, either at the present location 
or at another in the area. It is hoped that these efforts 
are successful to save the Zippin Pippin for future 
generations to enjoy.
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Rock, Arkansas.  Whereever we went we were greeted with 
warmth and affection, and in Greeneville, we were greeted 
with the townspeople waving the American flag as we got 
off the bus.  That really doesn’t happen too often. 

For those of us who attended the two pre-convention 
tours, we saw a total of eight carousels. Three were Dent-
zels, all from different periods of  the company’s history.   

The first Dentzel was a pre-1900 model that eventually 
ran at the St. Louis Exposition of 1903. The side carvings on 
this machine were quite beautiful, there was a clown, jester, 
and a parrot on the side of the lion.  The carousel is now in 
Meridian, MS.  

The second Dentzel was the carousel now in Memphis, 
TN.  Sadly enough it is still waiting for a new home.  This 
model was made in 1909, and at some point the figures 
were enhanced by Daniel Muller.  This carousel has many 
one of a kind trappings including a winged Pegesus horse.  

The third Dentzel is a later model, made arouund 1921.  
It’s a large four-row machine with simpler trappings but still 
quite impressive. 

We saw two beautiful Carousel Works endangered spe-
cies carousels at the Memphis and St. Louis zoos.   The 
same figures are usually found on many of these carou-

sels, but it’s always fun to try and find a couple of animals 
you haven’t seen before.  There were two track machines, 
a Herschell Spillman  in rural Perryville, MO, (the setting 
very much like the one we saw in Bickelton, Washington 
last year), and an early Armitage Herschell circa 1901, in 
Greenville, MS.  The last carousel we saw, and one of the 

The Libertyland 1909 Dentzel sports 48 horse.  The machine first operate at Forest Park in Chicago, IL, before moving to Mem-
phis, TN, in 1920.  The carousel  remains idle awaiting a new home.  Libertyland Amusement Park closed in 2005.
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The Libertyland Dentzel carousel building, which was also 
designed by Dentzel, is, unfortunately, not much more than 
a storage facility now.  At least the carousel will remain in 
Memphis.  Hopefully it will be operating again soon.

Karen Van Sant.  Note the t-shirt matches the horse.

biggest surprises, was the Over the Jumps Herschell Spill-
man machine, built around 1924, at the Little Rock Zoo. The 
ride originally operated at War Memorial Park in Little Rock.  
Although it’s populated with beautiful examples of portable 
Herschell Spillman figures, it runs on a caterpillar track that 
goes up and down small hills as it goes around.  This was 
one bumpy but thrilling ride. 

Our annual banquet, as usual, raised money for the pres-
ervation fund, but it was also a solemn occasion, paying trib-
ute to four people who all passed on recently.  Each of these 
people had contributed their time, talents and knowledge to 
promoting and raising awareness of carousel preservation. 
To lighten things up a bit, everyone was asked to wear plaid 
in honor of  Charles Walker.  Charles was involved with 
the NCA from its early days and shared his expertise and 
knowledge of band organs and restoration.  Others honored 
were Cyndy Hanks, who was the NCA Merry Go Roundup 
editor for several years; John O. Davis, a third-generation 
carousel owner, operator and broker; and Marvin Sylvor, 
who started Fabricon, which built  many beautiful fiberglass 
carousels which are spinning all over the world.

This year’s convention was not as large as previous ones,  
but there were more first-time attendees than we’ve seen in 

previous years.  That’s very encouraging and hopefully that 
number will increase even more next year.  It should; there 
are going to be some very nice surprises in Pennsylvania at 
the convention in 2009. 

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Paula was kind enough to share her 
travel notes with us.  I have trimmed them a bit and tried to 
turn them from bullets into sentence and paragraph form. I 
thought this would be fun for those who were not able to at-
tend.  I’m sure Paula will be preparing a photo book like she 
did for the 2007 convention.)

Tuesday - Pre-convention optional tour to Meridian, 
MS, Highland Park Carousel - 1896 Gustav Dentzel 

The day started out very early for our bus trip to Merid-
ian, MS, with a 7:30 a.m. departure.

This machine is the only surviving two-row, stationary 
Dentzel carousel in the world still intact.  The carousel was 
originally featured at the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair and 
has been moved only three times in 100 years. The rare 
machine has been in the same location in the Meridian City 
Park since 1909.  Air conditioning was added recently to the 

Faust Park’s Dentzel.  Look for more photos and a feature 
story on the history of the carousel and Forest Park High-
lands in the February issue of The Carousel News. 

By Paula Myers
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

2008 Convention Travel Log

Shirl and Earl Vitus taking a break at the zoo in Memphis.
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Jo Downey and her daughter Amy in Perryville.

The man who put it all together, Don Largent, on the Mem-
phis Zoo Carousel.

John Caruso with the two Vickies: Stauffer (left) and Vanden 
Bout in Perryville.

Charlie and Joan Perry on Herschell Spillman Track machine 
in Perryville, MO.

grounds and the site of the former Libertyland Amusement 
Park. The park has been closed since 2005, and the City of 
Memphis Parks Department has been trying to figure out 
what to do with it. 

The plain white, boarded up building disguises a gor-
geous Dentzel machine. The carousel was not running, but 
we were able to climb aboard and get some great shots. 
The boarded up exterior reminds you of the fate of so many 
machines in the past. I hope one day it will get the chance 
to light up once again and come to life. 

The opening night dinner featured a presentation by 
one of the gentlemen trying to save the Zippin Pippin roller-
coaster and the Dentzel carousel.

Thursday - Day 2 - St. Louis and Faust Park 
On Thursday morning we were off to St. Louis for the 

night.  Our first stop was the St. Louis Zoo for lunch. The zoo 
is in Forest Park on the site of the 1904 St. Louis World’s 
Fair. 

The Mary Ann Lee Conservation Carousel was carved 
by Carousel Works and is a great machine with lots of ex-
otic figures. After enjoying the carousel, we then had time to 

building so it is now climate-controlled.
Rosa (Ragan) Patton of Raleigh, NC, is their restoration 

specialist and two of the horses have a “window pane” on 
the inside, showing the original paint. 

The Department of Interior designated the carousel a 
National Landmark in 1986. 

I thought it was interesting that the outside horses have 
three feet on the platform, inside-row horses all have two 
feet on the platform, as well as the goats. Giraffes, lion and 
tiger are the only ones with four feet on the platform. 

Wednesday - Day 1 - Graceland and Libertyland 
The day began with an optional tour of Graceland. About 

half of the early tour people took the Graceland tour while 
the other half took the Memphis Zoo visit to their Carousel 
Works Endangered Species machine. 

I took the Elvis tour. “Thank you; thank you very much.” 
There was an impressive collection of gold records, movies, 
his induction into the army story, automobiles, and, who can 
forget the jumpsuits. What a life; so sad that it ended at the 
age of 42. 

In the afternoon both groups met back at the hotel. We 
loaded onto the buses and headed for the Mid-South Fair-
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Paula Myers with the Okapi at St. Louis Zoo.

Bette Largent and Dennis Towndrow between the deers on 
the Meridian Dentzel. Cliff and Sharon Black on the Memphis Zoo Carousel.

Lynn and Rick Collins on the Memphis Zoo carousel.

explore the zoo. While some wandered off on foot, many of 
the folks hopped on the train to tour the zoo. 

The hotel check-in in St. Louis took too long, but with 
large groups that usually happens. The folks that got their 
rooms early headed off to the pool for a refreshing dip be-
fore the evening’s activities. 

That night we were off to Faust Park in St. Louis County. 
It is a 200-acre park that also has a butterfly house. 

Their 1921 Dentzel Carousel is housed in a glass walled 

building with an adjoining party room for community events. 
Since we got there before dinner, we were able to view the 
building in the daylight and then again while the carousel 
was lit up at night, with the lights shining through the glass. 

This is a gorgeous machine with large animals and a 
working band organ.  They also have a great gift shop, 
which the conventioneers promptly raided of postcards, 
jewelry, ornaments and statues. 

A wonderful BBQ dinner was followed by a presentation 
by the people from the St. Louis County Parks Department. 
We learned that a Boy Scout project in 1980 helped to jump-
start the preservation effort

Friday - Day 3 - Off to Perryville 
After breakfast and check-out, we were back on the bus-

es and headed south to Perryville, MO, to see their 1905 
Hershell-Spillman two-row portable track machine. 

The carousel is on the grounds of The St. Vincent De 
Paul Parish Seminary Picnic. This is a great little collection 
of buildings where the community has an annual party and 
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Lynn Collins and John Caruso in the Mary had a Little Lamb 
chariot on the Armitage Herschell machine in Greenville, 
MS. Look for a cover story on the return of the carousel to 
Greenville in the April 2007 issue of The Carousel News.

Mary Copeland having a thrilling ride in Greenville.

John Caruso with Irene Palanchi and her sister Ann doing a 
sister act on the St. Louis Zoo carousel.

opens up the carousel for the weekend. The gathering is the 
first weekend in August. (This reminded me of the Bickleton 
community from the Seattle Convention in 2007.) They re-
ally have great community spirit, and they really care about 
their machine. 

The Perryville group actually weren’t sure what kind of 
machine they had but they found a copy of Painted Ponies 
and started calling resources in the book. 

The machine was originally steam-powered, but later 
added electricity and lights. It is a pretty fast ride because 
it has a larger and stronger engine than these types of ma-
chines usually have.

The original plan was to paint the horses back to their 
original paint, but little girls in the community kept begging 
to keep the pink ponies (park paint). So two horses were 
restored pink with pink tails. It pays to know your audience. 

Kids atill insist on waiting for the pink ponies to ride
Friday evening, after checking back into the Holiday 

Inn Select, we had our annual dinner and auctions to raise 
money for the NCA Carousel Preservation Fund. With Jerry 
Reinhardt as the auctioneer, it was lively, as usual. Don Lar-
gent served as a male model for a limited edition tie and for 
custom jewelry. He was even willing to sit on laps to try to 
drive up bidding. 

Saturday - Day 4 - Greenville and Little Rock 
On our final full day, we headed down the Mississippi 

Delta to Greenville, MS.  We were met by a flag waving wel-
coming committee at the steps of the E.E. Bass Cultural Art 
Center, which houses the 1901 Armitage-Hershell two-row 
portable track machine. 

Mayor Heather Hudson greeted us in the auditorium. 
She said they have a saying there, “The first time you’re 
guests; next time you come back, you’re family.” 

The townspeople in Greeneville, MS  welcome the NCA wav-
ing American flags.
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1922 Ruth & Sohn 36b
Photo by Brian Steptoe 

Two-Row Dentzel, circa late 1800s
This carousel was owned by John Woodling, great-great 

grandfather of David Wynn.  Woodling is second from the right. 
Note the ring machine on the far right. Also note that the head of 

the “real horse” power that operated the machine can be seen 
in the center, behind the man in the vest.  The carousel travelled 

through Central Pennsylvania. Tobin Fraley/CN&T Archives Photo
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CarouselWorkshop.com

Carousel Animals, Horses, 
Rocking Horses 
and Coin-ops

Antique and Reproductions

Full Painting and 
Restoration Services

352-669-6449

Vickie Stauffer showing the “quillow” Dee Lynch made for 
the banquet.

She told us how she loved riding the carousel when she 
was a child. So, when it was needing repairs, she backed 
the effort wholeheartedly. 

The machine was finally restored completely in 2006 
with Carousel Magic doing much of the work.

It is one of the oldest working Armitage-Hershell track 
machines.  

Dr. Lee Engel gave a PowerPoint presentation on the  
carousel.  The four chariot’s each have a nursery rhyme 
theme; Little Bo Peep, Humpty Dumpty, Little Red Riding 
Hood and Who Killed Cock Robin. The last one is a bit dis-
turbing because it depicts a bird with an arrow through it. 
Of course I had to look that up on the Internet to figure out 
what that was about. Supposedly the poem is about Robin 
Hood’s death...creepy

Next, we continued our ride through the Mississippi Delta 
region. Eric Clapton’s LP “Crossroads” is supposedly based 
on inspiration from this area. The Crossroads are at high-
ways 49 and 61. 

Lunch was just down the street at Sherman’s Restau-
rant. We took over the entire restaurant and had a delicious 
lunch of smoked chicken, okra and sweet tea. 

Our entertainment was a local blues singer named Mis-
sissippi Slim. He was a very colorful guy with multicolored 
hair, a pink suit and mismatched shoes and socks. He was 
an expressive singer, and several of us bought his CD,  “You 
Just Can’t Lose the Blues,”  which he autographed . 

The last carousel stop on our tour was in Little Rock, AR, 
at the Little Rock Zoo. The grounds used to be called State 
Fair Park; it’s now called War Memorial Park. 

The 1924 Spillman Engineering Over the Jumps Carou-
sel is one of only four built and the only one remaining. 

Chuck and Cathy Crawford in plaid in honor of Charles 
Walker at banquet.

NCA President Bette Largent on the Dentzel lion in Meridian.
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If you have archives that you would like to sell or share, no matter how large or small, 
contact us at info@carouselnews.com or call 818-332-7944, ext. 6.

Mary Copeland with horse she sponsored on Over the 
Jumps at the Little Rock Zoo.

The NCA gang all gathered for dinner and presentations at 
the Little Rock Zoo.  See the December 2008 issue of The 
Carousel News for a cover story on the 16 year mission to  
bring back the carousel.

The campaign to restore the carousel started in 1991 
and took 16 years to complete. As part of the campaign, 
each of the 24 horses were adopted and given names by 
their benefactors.  Two are named after Kentucky Derby 
winners, Smarty Jones and Lil E. Tee.

This is a fabulous ride like no other carousel, it’s like a 
cross between a Tilt-A-Whirl and a carousel.

After a nice dinner at the zoo, we headed back to the 

hotel. My favorite quote of the convention came from Betty 
Largent, “That was one hell of a ride!” after getting off Over 
the Jumps. 

Sunday - Day 5 - Heading Home 
We had our wrap up at breakfast before heading off on 

our separate ways. The auction and raffle tally was an-
nounced.  We raised $6,286. 

Next year’s conference will be in Philadelphia, PA, from 
Sept. 23-27, 2009. For information, visit www.nca-usa.org,

This archive photo from last month’s 

issue was identified by Marianne 

Stevens, Barbara Williams and Rol and 

Jo Summit as Chafatino’s carousel on 

Coney Island.

Jo added this: “The picture on page 

39 of the October issue is in our Illions 

Archives courtesy of Barney Illions. It’s 

the detail shot of Theodore Chafatino’s 

carousel, installed at Surf Avenue and 

Fifth Street, Coney Island, in 1923.”  

“The MGR was moved to the Boardwalk 

in the 1930s where it was known as 

Weber’s Carousel, then to Seaside 

Heights in 1954 and eventually broken 

up at auction.”



Carousel News & Trader, November 200828 www.carouselnews.com

Carousel News & Trader 
Through The Years

20 YEARS AGO 15 YEARS AGO

1O YEARS AGO 5 YEARS AGO

COVER: Muller Indian-style horse • NCA’s 
Silver Anniversary Convention in Burlington, NC 
Leavenworth, KS now has two carousels • CMMA 
display in Auburndale, FL •  Stinson Organ Notes

COVER: Herschell Bucking Bronco • Hanford, Cali-
fornia Carousel • Groundbreaking for C.W. Parker 
Museum • Carousel Convention 2003, Binghamton, 

NY • Pattern: Bucking Bronco

COVER: Allan Herschell elephant • ACS Conven-
tion in Washington, D.C. • George W. Long obituary 

Santa’s Land sells 1895 Heyn carousel • Funland 
Amusement Park in Paducah, KY sold at auction

COVER: 1909 Looff carousel in Spokane, WA • 
CMMA convention at Libertyland •  Carousel preser-
vationist Rosa Ragan • Agassiz Village carousel auc-
tion •  Remembering the Rocky Springs 1923 Dentzel

To purchase these and other collectable back issues of CN&T, see our ad in this issue or visit www.CarouselNews.com
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Of the 24 Built, Just 10 Survive, and Just Three Operate Publicly

American Band Organs: History of 
The Wurlitzer Style 165

By Dan Robinson
Reprinted with permission from the MBSI’s “Mechanical Music,” 
May/June 2008; revised September 2008.

In 1914, the Rudolph Wurlitzer Co. introduced what is 
today considered the best, and best-loved, American 
band organ: the Style 165. According to Wurlitzer’s “Dis-

position of Instruments Manufactured,” 24 Wurlitzer 165s 
were produced. Ten complete examples survive. Three of 
these organs still operate publicly, while many of the others 
are remembered fondly by those who enjoyed them in their 
heyday. Some band organ fans have been lucky enough to 
live near a publicly operating Wurlitzer 165 (or even two, if 
in the Los Angeles area), while others were first introduced 

to the 165 via recordings. In either case, the Wurlitzer 165 
can be credited by many for instilling within them a perma-
nent passion for these magnificent machines.

As recently as 1972, there were seven public Wurlitzer 
165s. On the west coast, 165s could be heard at Lincoln 
Park and Griffith Park, both in Los Angeles, and at Playland-
at-the-Beach in San Francisco. In the upper Midwest, a 165 
entertained visitors to the Circus World Museum, Baraboo, 
Wisconsin. And in the East, 165s could be enjoyed at Sea-
breeze Park, Rochester, New York, and Glen Echo Park, 
Glen Echo, Maryland -- although that organ then played 
Caliola rolls. Another 165, at Nunley’s Amusements, Long 
Island, New York, was rarely used.

In 1994, the Seabreeze organ was lost to fire, after which 

Organ #3437 in the Winstead Collection. This organ originally shipped to St. Louis in 1922, then went to Cincinnati, OH, where 
it played at Kings Island Amusement Park from 1925 to 1953.
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Do you enjoy
Carousel Organ,
Calliope or Street

Organ Music?

If “Yes”, join the

COAA
(Carousel Organ Association of America)

* Four to five organ rallies a year
* Four issues of the Carousel Organ (a 44-page
   journal filled with technical and historical articles
   as well as advertisements) a year plus the Special
   Rally Edition (photo reports of rallies).
* All for $30.00 (US);  $35.00 (Can.); $45 (overseas)
* Membership:  Mike Schoeppner, COAA Treasurer
		  12906 Raytown Rd
		  Kansas City, MO 64149
		  MS-SS@swbell.net

www.COAA.us

the Glen Echo and Circus World Museum organs were the 
only publicly operating 165s. The Playland, Nunley’s, Lin-
coln Park and Griffith Park 165s had gone into private col-
lections. Just last year, however, the Playland 165 returned 
to public use at a carousel, at Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, 
Santa Cruz, California. So now there are three publicly op-
erating 165s.

The Wurlitzer 165, of course, owes its existence to the 
Gebruder Bruder “Elite Orchestra Apollo” 65-or 69-key Ger-
man organs, which Wurlitzer essentially copied to produce 
the 165. Early 165 facades incorporated raised panels on 
the drum wings, topknot, and lower center section. Deletion 
of the raised panels later in production, while probably a 

cost-cutting measure, did allow larger unbroken areas for 
landscape paintings. Early 165 facades included two tall 
statues, one on either side of the swell shutters.

The Wurlitzer 165, succinctly, contains 256 pipes and 22 
bells, as well as bass drum with cymbal, snare drum, crash 
cymbal, triangle and castanets. It is a big band organ with 
a big sound, rich and powerful, yet mellow. It can handle 
thundering marches, operatic overtures, classical and pop-
ular waltzes, and Tin Pan Alley fox trots with ease. Indeed, 
music on existing Style 165 rolls made by Wurlitzer and 
TRT ranges from ca. 1710-20 (“Harmonious Blacksmith” by 
George F. Handel) to 1967 (“Indescribably Blue” by Darrell 
Glenn). The 165 scale is, of course, the largest and most 
musical of the “big three” scales used by Wurlitzer after they 
standardized the organs and rolls they produced. With this 
greater musical capability, music arranged for the 165 scale 
required less alteration and simplification than did music ar-
ranged for the 150 or 125 scales.

The fascinating rollography of existing 165 rolls, re-
searched extensively by Gary Watkins and Matthew Caul-
field, can be briefly summarized as follows: 105 original 
Wurlitzer rolls from the 10-tune era exist and have been 
recut; all 53 six-tune rolls survive, 19 Wurlitzer and 34 TRT 
(mostly recut as 12-tune composites); and over 20 rolls 
have been produced in quantity featuring work by modern 
arrangers, including David Stumpf, Bob Stuhmer, Tom Mei-
jer, and most recently Rich Olsen.

This article details the history of the ten existing Wurlitzer 
165s, along with the late Seabreeze Park 165, in the order 
in which they were built. The heading for each section gives 
the organ’s serial number along with its current location or 
owner.

1. ORGAN #2943 (SANFILIPPO)
Organ #2943 is the oldest of the surviving Wurlitzer 

165s. According to the Wurlitzer ledgers, it was the sev-
enth one built. Its original home was the Sylvandell Skat-
ing Rink and Dance Hall in Aurora, Illinois, where it was 
shipped September 7, 1915. The organ was positioned on 
a large elevator which enabled it to provide music for both 

Organ #2943 playing in Washington, D. C.   Photo from the 
“Washington Star” in December 1966.

Organ #2943 - The Sanfillipo 165 at a Mid-Am Band Organ 
rally, 1990, Freemont, OH.  Photo from the Sept. 1990 Carou-
sel News & Trader.
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the dance hall on the main floor and the skating rink in the 
basement. Wurlitzer factory records indicate that the organ 
was repaired and shipped twice in as many years, first to 
Rochester, New York, June 9, 1922, then to Washington, 
Pennsylvania, December 19, 1923.

Later the organ was purchased by the late collector Jim 
Wells, Fairfax, Virginia. In the early 1960s Jim played it for 
the public on the steps of the Smithsonian’s Museum of 
American History in Washington, D.C. (fig. 1). In 1988 the 
165 was sold to Jasper Sanfilippo, Barrington Hills, Illinois. 
It was restored by John Hovancak and Dan Meuer, Dod-
geville, Wisconsin, in 1991. Following its restoration, the 
organ was brought to rallies in a red 1962 Ford truck which 
Wells had previously used for the organ. This is the only 
Wurlitzer 165 that has ever appeared at organ rallies – a 
rare treat for lucky visitors. Even before it was restored it ap-
peared at the MBSI Mid-Am rally in Fremont, Ohio, in July, 
1990 (fig. 2). On one occasion Sanfilippo played the organ 
at the old Sylvandell site to commemorate its history there.

Being an early 165, the organ’s facade includes the 
aforementioned raised panels. In addition, the design of the 
topknot section of the facade on this organ is unique among 
the surviving 165s. The bell bars, believed to have been 
replaced during the organ’s restoration, are also atypical, 
being slightly ovoid in shape (rather than rectangular) and 
having a different sound than those on other 165s. While 
this organ would have included statues when new, the ones 
now present are not believed to be original.

The organ is no longer mounted in the 1962 Ford truck; 
it currently resides in the carousel building at the Sanfilippo 
Victorian Palace (fig. 3), along with several other band or-
gans, and the Eden Palais Salon carousel, with its massive, 
incredibly ornate facade.

2. ORGAN #2992 (CARROUSEL MUSIC)
Organ #2992 was originally shipped to Rochester, New 

York, April 28, 1916. There is apparently an entry in the 
Wurlitzer shipping dock ledger showing this organ being 
shipped to Boston, Massachusetts, March 15, 1921, but 

this does not appear in the Wurlitzer repair ledger. Rather, 
the organ is shown as being repaired and shipped back to 
Rochester, March 9, 1921, which is more likely. Later, the 
organ went to the Police Benevolent Association Park in Mi-
ami, Florida. Historian Fred Dahlinger Jr., Baraboo, Wiscon-
sin, researched the park’s history in 1994 and was able to 
document that the organ had once been in operation at the 
center of a carousel at the park.

Jim Wells later discovered the 165 as a basket case 
among the “Heller Hoard” of band organs in Macedonia, 
Ohio. After negotiation with Erwin Heller, Wells purchased 
the “Hoard” in late 1977. The 165 was sold to Dr. William 
Black, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, the following year. 
Black and the late Mike Kitner, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
gradually restored the organ. It had no case, but most of the 
pipes and other internal parts were there. Measurements for 
the case and other parts were made from the Glen Echo 165 
(which at the time was disassembled in Durward Center’s 
shop in Baltimore, Maryland, for restoration). A new case 
was made by a pattern shop, and assembled about 1980. A 
new crankshaft was cast at a local foundry, using a pattern 
provided by Wells. Black and Kitner performed most of the 
restoration work on the organ in Kitner’s shop; Black took 
restored pieces home and installed them in the organ. 88 
missing pipes, mostly from the melody ranks, were made. 
Inside the pressure pump, evidence of the organ’s history at 
the PBA Park in Miami came in the form of ride ticket frag-
ments that were dragged in by rodents! The tops of some 
of the trombone pipes were fire-damaged; the organ hav-
ing survived a fire would explain the absence of the original 
case and other parts.

The mechanical restoration of the organ was complet-
ed in 1994, the result being one of the smoothest, finest-
sounding Wurlitzer 165s ever heard. That same year the 
organ became the latest of Dr. Black’s band organs to be 
recorded for his line of Carrousel Music recordings. The 165 
has been featured on 12 different Carrousel Music record-
ings (available on CD and cassette). So the organ’s volume 
is not modulated too much on recordings, swell shutters are 
not installed. The facade of the 165 remains unpainted. The 
center parts are a combination of original and reproduction 
pieces; the latter, along with the drum wings, were pro-
duced by the late Steve Lanick, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
The raised panels can be seen on the original lower center 
section (fig. 4). The original facade pieces that were used 
as patterns for the new parts are now owned by Donald 
Neilson, Norristown, Pennsylvania. Dr. Black, who did not 
have Lanick carve the topknot section, reports that he has 
arranged for carver Robert Yorburg, Long Island, New York, 
to craft the missing piece.

3. ORGAN #3030 (CIRCUS WORLD MUSEUM)
The original destination of organ #3030 was Toledo, 

Ohio, March 9, 1917. Wurlitzer records show that it was re-
paired at the factory, re-sold, and on April 2, 1923 was sent 
back to Toledo, where it would play for a three-row Muller 
carousel at Wallbridge Park. By 1959 the organ was in the 
ownership of Robert House, Manistee, Michigan, who had 

Organ #2992 in the Carrousel Music collection.  Photo cour-
tesy of Dr. William Black.
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NEW FOR 2008
WURLITZER MELODIES AT THE LAKE

153B MILITARY STYLE BAND ORGAN
LAKE COMPOUNCE THEME PARK

Andy Adams and 
Lake Compounce 
have put out over 
an hour of popular 
marches, waltzes, 
and fox trots of 
band organ music 
on a CD. This 
CD was done at 
the park on their 
WURLITZER 153B 
Band Organ.  

You can buy the CD’s at these places
Lake Compounce Theme Park 860-583-3631

Gold Leaf Galleries 860-261-5923
Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum 716-693-1885

Dynamic Recording dynrec.com
Dr Bill Black from CARROUSEL MUSIC 717-264-5800

 If you buy the CD from Gold Leaf Galleries the price is $14.95 ea. 
plus S/H. If you buy form the others you will have to call and ask

 Gold Leaf Galleries
P.O. Box 174 • Bristol CT  06011-0174

860-261-5923
E-mail: wurlitzer153organrolls@comcast.net

bought it for just $300 when the carousel and park were be-
ing dismantled. In 1962 the 165 was acquired by Skerbeck 
Shows, a Wisconsin-based traveling carnival, that never 
actually used the organ (even though their name is painted 
on the facade) and loaned it to the Circus World Museum, 
Baraboo, Wisconsin. The museum later purchased the or-
gan outright, and it is now featured in one of the circus-
themed displays there. Like the Sanfilippo 165, the facade 

of this organ features raised panels. A decorative eagle be-
lieved to be from the frame of the Muller carousel is perched 
atop the organ (fig. 5).

The Circus World Museum 165 is one of just three pub-
licly operating Wurlitzer 165s today. Visitors to the museum 
can deposit quarters in a coin box to hear the organ, and 
step behind the organ to see its dual roll frames. The 165 
was featured on two LP records issued by Cuca Records 
and made by R.L.P. Co. of Baraboo, “Circus World Band Or-
gan” Vols. 1 & 2 (Cuca #3030 and #3060). Additionally, Fred 
Dahlinger Jr. notes that a 45-rpm single of the 165 was re-
leased earlier by the museum, before the organ was rebuilt 
by Stan Peters. It was later rebuilt by Richard Lokemoen, 
who maintains it today. The museum also owns several 
other band organs, the best-known being the 89-key Gavi-
oli from Royal American Shows (which, incidentally, played 
165 rolls before being restored to its original state).

4. ORGAN #3124 (SANTA CRUZ)
Organ #3124 is one of several 165s that started its playing 

life in California, where, after many years in private hands, 
it has since returned to public use. It was shipped Dec. 30, 
1918, to the amusement park Playland-at-the-Beach in San 
Francisco, where it played for a four-row Looff menagerie 
carousel. At some point a member of the Whitney family, 
owners of Playland, added two tall statues acquired from 
Europe to the organ’s facade. Fig. 6 shows a rare photo of 
the organ on location, including the statues. The 165 was 
one of at least five band organs at Playland. At one point 
there were actually seven, all in the carousel building – four 
in the ride’s center and three around the outside! The other 
organs included a rare Artizan Style D playing 61-key rolls 
and a Wurlitzer 153, both owned today by Alan Erb, Hay-
ward, California. Playland remained in operation until 1972, 
whereupon the Whitneys sold the 165 to Mike Roberts of 
Lafayette, California. (The Playland carousel later went to 
Long Beach, California, and is now back in operation in San 
Francisco, at Yerba Buena Gardens.)

In the late 1970s the 165 was purchased by Hathaway & 
Bowers. The organ was pictured on the back of Klavier Re-
cords’ 1975 LP “Catch The Brass Ring” (although accord-
ing to Ray Siou and Edward Openshaw, the 165 recorded 
was actually #3358, then owned by John Malone). Hayes 
McClaran of Fresno, California, performed the restoration 
of the Playland 165 for Hathaway & Bowers, and subse-
quently purchased the organ for himself about 1981. Mc-
Claran sold the non-original statues. The original scenery 
on the facade was long-gone, having been stripped away, 
so McClaran commissioned an MGM scenery painter to 
paint scenes of California history on the facade. After a con-
versation with McClaran about the organ, Matthew Caulfield 
described the facade scenes thusly: “The left scene has no 
people in it; they had all left town to join the gold rush. The 
middle scenes are mining camp scenes. The right scene is 
an Indian on a hill pondering what the miners did to his land. 
The scene at the top of the organ shows the old Cliff House, 
which burned down in 1907.”

Organ #3030 at Circus World Museum.  Photo from the July/
August 2001 Carousel News & Trader.
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When McClaran moved from Fresno to Batesville, Indi-
ana, the 165 went with him. Hayes had long wanted to see 
the organ return to California, and in 2006, in a deal bro-
kered by band organ collector and his-
torian Tim Trager and others, the 165 
was sold to Santa Cruz Beach Board-
walk, Santa Cruz, California, a historic 
seaside amusement park owned by 
the Canfield family. The organ went 
to Bellefontaine, Ohio, where it was 
restored by the Stinson Band Organ 
Company. For ease of operation, it 
was decided that the organ would 
be outfitted with a non-invasive MIDI 
system to augment the original roll 
frames, a first for a Wurlitzer 165. But 
the organ still plays its proper music, 
as MIDI diskettes of most 165 rolls are 
available today.  After over 30 years in 
private hands, the 165 was installed 
in the carousel building at Santa Cruz 
Beach Boardwalk, and on March 31, 2007 -- 13 years to the 
day after the Seabreeze 165 (detailed later) was lost to fire -
- this 165 began accompanying a public carousel again, and 
another Looff carousel, at that (figs. 7 & 8). The carousel’s 
original band organ, an 1894 Ruth & Sohn, has been under-
going restoration at the Stinson shop, as well. The Ruth was 
converted to 165 rolls decades ago, but upon the organ’s 
return it will play MIDI files of both 165 music and Ruth 38 
music. The Ruth, which has been without a proper facade 
for some time, will be fitted with a Stinson 2000-series fa-
cade decorated with scenes from the Boardwalk’s history. 
The park also has a Wurlitzer 146 that will be restored. The 
Ruth has been behind a glass wall since the 1960s, and a 
similar wall was put in place shortly after the 165 arrived last 
year. Although all three organs will be behind glass, a sound 
system will transmit the organs’ music around the inside 
and outside of the carousel building. Just one other carou-
sel in the United States today has three operating band or-

gans (none have more) -- the Grand Carousel at Knoebels 
Amusement Resort, Elysburg, Pennsylvania (a large 1888 
Frati playing 61-key Artizan rolls, a 52-key Gebruder Bruder 
Model 107 playing book music and MIDI files, and a small 
Wilhelm Bruder Sohn playing 125 rolls).

5. ORGAN #3349 (SEABREEZE)
Although this organ is no longer 

in existence, this article would sure-
ly be lacking if it did not include the 
Seabreeze Wurlitzer 165. This organ 
accompanied the 1915 Philadelphia 
Toboggan Co. carousel (#36) at Sea-
breeze Park, Rochester, New York. 
According to Seabreeze history, the 
165 was purchased in 1926 when the 
Long family, owners and operators 
of area carousels, moved the PTC 
carousel from nearby Seneca Park 
to Seabreeze and the Long-built ma-
chine at Seabreeze to Seneca Park. 
However, Wurlitzer records show no 
165 being shipped to Rochester in 

1926. Organ #3349, a 165, was shipped to Seabreeze April 
11, 1921, and another 165, #4292, went to Rochester in 
1931. There has, therefore, been some confusion about the 
Seabreeze organ’s build year and serial number, but it is 
highly likely that it was #3349 from 1921. Whether it accom-
panied the Long machine at Seabreeze before the carousel 
switch, or whether the carousel switch was actually in 1921, 
is not known for certain. (The Long carousel was destroyed 
by a fire at Seneca Park in 1948.) For the Wurlitzer 165, 
George Long paid $2,000 and traded in Seabreeze’s Welte 
orchestrion and another, unknown organ, possibly a barrel 
organ.

The Seabreeze 165 was placed in the center of the PTC 
carousel. In the 1940s and 1950s the organ was serviced 
and tuned most springs by the late Ralph Tussing (TRT). In 
the early 1950s the pressure and vacuum bellows gave out; 
when the replacement cowhide also gave out, the organ 
was converted to run on a Spencer Orgoblow blower. In the 

Organ #3124 at Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk.

Organ #3349 at Seabreeze, ca. 1961.

Organ #3124 at Playland-at-the-Beach.
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fall of 1955, George Long, Jr. (by then the park’s owner) 
repainted the organ’s facade. Fig. 9 shows a rare photo of 
the organ in the center of the carousel and with this paint 
job. By the 1950s the register stops on the organ no longer 
functioned, so Merrick Price, Long’s son-in-law, replaced 
the pneumatic register controls with electric solenoids -- 
which could be heard snapping on and off. In the late 1960s 
they were replaced with an improved pneumatic system by 
Price and Alan Mueller, a local collector.

About 1970, the organ was moved to the basement work-
shop under the carousel building for its first major rebuild. 
The facade was repainted again, this time to resemble its 
original appearance, by Merrick Price. An LP record titled 
“Band Organ Memories” (fig. 10 from its cover) was pro-
duced by Ermeck Corp. (Merrick Price and Eric Hauptman) 
soon after the rebuild, with liner notes by Price describing 
the work that was performed over two winters: “All the pipes 
were removed, cleaned, repaired and shellacked. The 
pneumatic pouches and bellows were recovered. The oak 
case was refinished. The ornate front... was stripped down 
to the original decoration. The original colors were carefully 
matched and the scenes were painstakingly restored. After 
the organ was re-assembled it was voiced and tuned.” It 
was decided upon its return to the carousel building that the 
organ would be installed outside of the carousel itself, partly 
to facilitate better access for repairs. The organ was placed 
along the north wall of the building (fig. 11). Park patrons 
could sit and relax in the rows of red rocking chairs, watch-

ing the carousel and listening to the organ. Some rockers 
even faced the 165.

Another restoration of the organ was done in the spring 
of 1991. All the pipes were removed and cleaned, the pallet 
valves were redone, pneumatics were recovered, and Par-
sons Organ Co. repaired the bass pipes. This rebuild was 
largely undone just two years later by a leaky roof. Water 
got into the organ and dissolved many of the glued joints in 
the windchest. As a result, another rebuild took place before 
the 1993 season, and only then would the organ have been 
considered fully restored. That year, the organ played prob-
ably the finest it had since it was new. Both rebuilds were 
performed by Alan Mueller, who by then had maintained the 
165 for 30, and Merrick Price, with assistance from local 
resident Nicholas Rosica.

The park built up a large collection of 165 rolls over the 
years, some of them original Wurlitzer green-paper rolls. 
Excessive repetition of music was never an issue; accord-
ing to Alan Mueller, Merrick Price would change rolls twice 
per day. Dynamic Recording produced three well-known 
commercial recordings of the organ: “Carousel Breezes,” 
“Carousel Christmas,” and “Carousel Breezes Vol. 2” (re-
leased in 1989, 1992, and 1994, respectively, and available 
on CD and cassette). Dynamic also recorded additional mu-
sic from the organ, at least some of which they released, 
though not widely, in an earlier ten-volume cassette series. 
All of the tunes on the first “Carousel Breezes” came from 
the last three cassettes in that series.

On the windy afternoon of March 31, 1994, the carou-
sel and band organ were tragically lost in a fire accidentally 
started by workers repairing another roof leak. Park work-
ers made a heroic attempt to save the 165, but were only 
able to budge the 3,000-pound band organ a short distance 
before the smoke forced them out of the burning building. 
Two miniature carousels built by George Long, one of them 
a replica of the PTC carousel, were also lost, along with 
other treasures including the entire collection of 165 rolls. 
Fortunately, the original rolls that were unique to Seabreeze 
had been loaned to Play-Rite for recutting in the late 1980s, 
so their music was not lost.

The loss of PTC #36 and the Wurlitzer 165 was devas-
tating not only to Rochesterians but to carousel and band 
organ lovers all over the country. In obtaining another car-
ousel, the Long family could have taken the easy way out 
(a fiberglass carousel with recorded music), but they vowed 
that a new carousel and band organ would pay tribute to, 
and be worthy replacements for, PTC #36 and the Wurlitzer 
165 -- and they followed through. On June 1, 1996, the new 
Seabreeze carousel opened. Very similar in overall appear-
ance to PTC #36, it carries new horses carved by Edward 
Roth of California, as well as four horses which were off the 
old machine at the time of the fire, and two horses carved by 
George Long, Jr. (see photos on the National Carousel As-
soc. web site, http://www.nca-usa.org/psp/SeabreezePark). 
The new band organ, a Wurlitzer 165 replica built by Johnny 
Verbeeck of Belgium, arrived soon after and began playing 
July 3, 1996. The organ was modeled after the 165 in the col-
lection of Dr. Robert Gilson, and includes original Wurlitzer 
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roll frames from a European organ, owned by Gilson, that 
Wurlitzer had converted to 165 rolls. This was a win-win for 
both parties; while Gilson had that organ restored to playing 
its original book music, Seabreeze obtained the authentic 
Wurlitzer roll frames.

Today the Seabreeze Verbeeck 165 is maintained by 
Matthew Caulfield, who donated his entire collection of 
165 roll recuts to be played on the new organ (and who 
had worked at the park as a teenager). The Seabreeze roll 
collection is the most complete collection of 165 rolls any-
where, some rolls containing tunes missing from other col-
lections – and every roll label can be read through the glass 
doors of the large roll cabinet in the carousel building. In 
2000 Caulfield installed an LED display to show which tune 
on which roll is currently playing (a modern-day version of 
the tune cards that used to be used at Griffith Park and 
Lincoln Park, Los Angeles). Seabreeze patrons can once 
again enjoy the carousel and band organ while sitting in 
(new) red rocking chairs. The Verbeeck organ still lacks a 
facade. In 2001 Dynamic released a CD of the organ titled 
“Carousel Memories.”

6. ORGAN #3358 (CHASE)
The public life of organ #3358 was at Sunnyside Park, an 

amusement park in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, where it was 
shipped April 28, 1921. It played from a rare spot for any 
band organ, not in the center of a regular carousel but rather 
in the center of a racing derby ride made by Prior & Church 
(fig. 12 is a rare glimpse). As the horses circled the “track” 
(much faster than a carousel and a much larger diameter) 
the horses in each group of four would move forward and 
backward, “racing” each other! Just two racing derbies ex-
ist today; one similar to the former Sunnyside machine is 
at Cedar Point Park, Sandusky, Ohio, and one with Illions-
carved horses is at Playland, Rye, New York. Neither has 
a band organ; one wonders how well the 165 at Sunnyside 
could be heard over the noise of the racing derby!

According to the late Captain John Leonard of St. Catha-
rines, Ontario, Sunnyside closed about 1957. Walt Disney 
had been inspired to start his own park via Ross Davis’ 

carousels at Lincoln and Griffith Park in Los Angeles, and 
Davis arranged the sale of Sunnyside’s Dentzel carousel, 
with its Wurlitzer 157 band organ, to Disneyland. The 165 
was supposed to go to Disney, as well, but it did not; Da-
vis kept the organ for himself. In the late 1960s it was sold 
to John Malone (Play-Rite Music Rolls), Turlock, California, 
who performed his own restoration work on it. The late Marc 
Elbasani wrote on the online “Mechanical Music Digest” that 
when Malone was only in his late teens or early twenties 
he “bought the Wurlitzer 165 in millions of pieces. It took 
him years to get it all back together, but when he did, he 
had the most magnificent mechanical music machine right 
there in his own home.” Malone also fitted the organ with 
auxiliary roll frames to play Style 150 and 125 rolls, so it was 
capable of playing any Wurlitzer band organ roll that Play-
Rite was producing! This 165 must have auditioned many a 
roll during its time with Play-Rite. Matthew Caulfield heard 
Style 150 rolls on the organ and wrote on the MMD that they 
“sounded so much richer and fuller on the 165 than on a 
146 or even a 153 -- solely because of the pipe complement 
they were driving in the 165.” This organ is one of three sur-
viving 165s with lights on its facade (fig. 13).

According to Ray Siou, who sold rolls Play-Rite cut, two 
well-known CD/cassette recordings feature the Malone 
165. Klavier Recordings’ “Catch The Brass Ring” Vols. 1 
and 2 (LPs released 1975 and 1978, respectively) were 
recorded from this organ while it was at the Oakland Coli-
seum, although they are not labeled as such; the LP jacket 
for Vol. 1 features a photo of 165 #3124, then in the Hatha-
way & Bowers collection. (Klavier’s “Catch Another Brass 
Ring” was reportedly recorded from 165 #3378, noted in the 
next section.) Also, Marc Elbasani released three CDs he 
recorded of the Malone 165, of which all of one and half of 
another featured Play-Rite transcriptions of 66-key B.A.B. 
arrangements. In 2006, the organ was sold to Arnold Chase 
of West Hartford, Connecticut. It is being restored by Tim 
Westman, Woodsville, New Hampshire, and the facade is 
being restored by Rosa Ragan, Saxapahaw, North Caro-
lina. Chase reports that the organ, which was converted to 
run on a blower, will be returned to the original pump and 
bellows system as part of a “100-point” restoration.

7. ORGAN #3378 (GILSON)
Organ #3378 was originally shipped to New York, New 

York, June 25, 1921. For many years it resided at the cen-
ter of a three-row Stein & Goldstein carousel (currently in 
restoration) at Nunley’s Amusements, Baldwin, Long Island, 
New York. According to Gavin McDonough, who maintained 
the carousel’s Wurlitzer 153 band organ, the 165 was rarely 
used because it was too loud for the building. McDonough 
bought the 165 from Nunley’s in June, 1980, and decided 
he would keep either the 165 or his unique Ruth Model 36X, 
converted to 165 rolls, which came from nearby Nunley’s 
Happyland when it closed in 1978. McDonough chose to 
keep the Ruth, with its nine articulated figures. Just a few 
weeks after he purchased the 165, it was sold to Dr. Robert 
Gilson, Middleton, Wisconsin.

The 165 then went to the shop of Durward Center for 

Vintage photo of organ #3358 at the racing derby at Sunny-
side Park in Toronto.
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a gradual, painstaking restoration, and the facade went to 
Rosa Ragan. Work was completed in the summer of 1987. 
McDonough, who had described the organ’s earlier state 
as “excellent unrestored condition,” wrote upon hearing 
the finished product, “That organ came a long way in both 
sound and sight since it left Nunley’s seven years ago.” It 
is believed that the organ did not originally have statues; 
those on it today (fig. 14) were likely modeled after ones in 
a Bruder factory illustration of an “Elite Orchestra Apollo” 
(precursor to the Wurlitzer 165). According to Ray Siou, this 
is the 165 that was used for Klavier Recordings’ “Catch An-
other Brass Ring” (1990, CD and cassette).

8. ORGAN #3437 (WINSTEAD)
Organ #3437 was originally shipped to St. Louis, Mis-

souri, April 20, 1922. It was rebuilt and sent to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, April 15, 1925, where it played at the Kings Island 
amusement park. In 1953 the organ was given in trade to 
Ralph Tussing (TRT) in exchange for his rebuilding of the 
park’s Wurlitzer 157 (later replaced at the park by the 157 
purchased from the late Paul Eakins; the former 157 is now 
in the Bronson collection, Dundee, Michigan). Tussing sold 
the 165 to the late Howard Walton, who used it at his roller 
skating rink in Mentor-on-the-Lake, Ohio, near Painesville, 
its last public home. Fig. 15 shows a rare photo of the organ 
on location at the roller rink. Every night at closing time, 
Walton would play roll no. 6510, titled “Home Sweet Home,” 
a medley of four waltzes (“Good Night Ladies”, “We Won’t 
Go Home Till Morning”, “Auld Lang Syne”, “Then We’ll Go 
Home”) in order to let his patrons know it was time to go. 
This five-tune length roll is unique among surviving 165 rolls 
today, and Walton loaned this original copy so it could be 
recut. Even after his roller rink was no more, Walton kept 
the 165, selling it later to Don Rand and Edward Openshaw 
(who also owned the Lincoln Park and Griffith Park, Los 
Angeles, 165s). For the 165, Rand and Openshaw gave 
Walton a Wurlitzer 153 they restored for him plus an un-
known amount of cash. Matthew Caulfield notes that when 
the organ was in Rand’s garage in Thomaston, Maine, its 
facade, one of three 165 facades with lights, still sported the 
pink-and-baby-blue paint job. Rand and Openshaw, having 
bought the organ from Howard Walton, sold it to another 
Howard – Howard Winstead of Warwick, Rhode Island, who 
performed his own mechanical work on it. When he bought 
the organ he commissioned Rand to restore the facade to 
its original appearance. Due to the ceiling clearance in the 
roller rink, about one foot had been cut out of the topknot 
section of the organ’s facade, so Openshaw crafted the 
missing section. Fig. 16 shows the restored facade after it 
was returned to the organ. Winstead passed away on March 
2, 2008, at age 90. His family plans to keep his collection of 
band organs.

9. ORGAN #3629 (OPENSHAW)
Organ #3629 is certainly the most well-known of the 

Wurlitzer 165s that no longer play publicly. It was shipped 
to carousel builder Spillman Engineering, N. Tonawanda, 
New York, Feb. 26, 1924. Later that year the organ was 

purchased by the late Ross R. Davis, a Los Angeles-based 
dealer for Wurlitzer and Spillman, and installed at Lincoln 
Park, Los Angeles. At that time a Herschell-Spillman car-
ousel operated there; that machine (now at Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco) was replaced at Lincoln Park with a 
large Spillman carousel around 1930. (A photo of the 165 
at Lincoln Park dated Aug. 26, 1924, shows that the organ, 
best known for accompanying the Spillman machine, must 
have previously played for the earlier carousel.) The Lincoln 
Park carousel was one of several Ross Davis operations in 
California (another being Griffith Park, also in Los Angeles, 
detailed later). The Spillman logo on the facade was cov-
ered with the banner visible in fig. 17, which shows Ross 
Davis’ name (this was in turn covered with the names of 
later owners Don Rand and Edward Openshaw). Like the 
165s in the Chase and Winstead collections, this organ has 
lights on its facade.

While at Lincoln Park, the organ was featured on a 
number of records, including “Merry-Go-Round Music for 
Adults and Children Too!” (Fairlane Records, 1959); “75 key 
Wurlitzer Fair Organ” (British issue on Crystal Records); 
Concert Recording releases including “Marvelous Music 
Machines: Wurlitzer Orchestral Band Organ” Vols. 1 & 2, 
“Fairground Favorites: Music of the Circus Midway” (with 
three other instruments), and “Carousel Christmas” (also 
not all from the 165); “Bozo’s Merry-Go-Round Music, Ride 
1” and “Ride 2” (Capitol children’s records, 2 tunes each, 
1954); and the 78-RPM records issued by Ross Davis (at 
least five known, ca. 1953). Bel Canto issued a reel-to-reel, 
“Carouselle Band Organ, album 1.” Ross Davis also issued 
reel-to-reels of the organ for use with the “electronic band 
organ” he sold, which consisted of a tape player and speak-
ers behind a decorative front (similar to the Allan Herschell 
Co. “Merri-Org” and the systems by Baptist Sound).

Ross Davis knew the importance of good band organ 
music at a carousel, and the Lincoln Park 165 was always 
kept in good repair (as was the Griffith Park 165). “Some 
operators pay no attention to the music that goes with the 

Organ #3378, reprinted from Art Reblitz’s “The Golden Age 
of Automatic Musical Instruments.”  The organ operated at 
the Nunley’s Carousel for decades.
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ride,” Davis said in an interview, “but I don’t feel that way 
at all.” Gary Watkins, who compiled the Style 165 roll cata-
log now maintained by Matthew Caulfield, wrote, “I was one 
of a number of people who visited the parks [Lincoln and 
Griffith] each Sunday just to hear the fine Wurlitzer arrange-
ments on the well-maintained organs.” Davis built up a large 
collection of rolls, many of which were used to produce the 
recuts that exist today. Some rolls not in the collection could 
be found at Playland-at-the-Beach in San Francisco; Davis 
gave away rolls he did not particularly like. Watkins wrote, 
“Some of these rolls occasionally made their way to the Da-
vis carrousels for a rare playing.” And according to Watkins, 
repetition of music was minimal: “Ross Davis usually did 
not let rolls repeat and was open to requests.” Davis set 
up a system at both parks whereby patrons could learn the 
titles of the tunes they were hearing. Large tune cards were 
made, one for each roll, and the ones for the rolls playing 
were placed on an easel which had a light bulb next to each 
tune title. As each tune played, the correct bulb would light 
up, via the coin trip hole in the music roll. (Matthew Caulfield 
devised a modern-day version of this at Seabreeze Park, 
Rochester, New York, using an LED display.)

In 1976 Lincoln Park’s Spillman carousel was destroyed 
in an arson fire. Fortunately, the 165 was being stored in a 
shop for repairs, as was the Griffith Park 165 with its 157 fa-
cade. Don Rand and Edward Openshaw, by then the own-
ers, decided to restore the Lincoln Park 165 for installation at 
Griffith Park, feeling its lighted facade better complemented 
the lighted carousel, and they placed the Griffith Park 165 in 
storage. The Lincoln Park organ, as it is known, would play 
at Griffith Park for ten years. Rand and Openshaw carried 
on the Davis tradition of having as little repetition of music 
as possible; according to George Karpel, who made per-
sonal recordings of the organ playing every roll they had, 
they “truly enjoyed the sounds of the organ. They made it a 
rule never to play the same roll twice before going through 
each and every roll.” Cassette recordings of the organ were 

sold at the carousel.
In December 1986, the organ “gave up the ghost” at 

Griffith Park. The new owners of the carousel, Warren 
Deasy and Rosemary West, who were leasing the organ, 
did not adhere to Rand and Openshaw’s weekends-only 
rule for playing the 165 (a smaller North Tonawanda organ 
was supposed to be played during the week), and the pres-
sure bellows gave out. Like their other 165 ten years earlier, 
Rand and Openshaw removed the Lincoln Park 165 from 
the Griffith Park Carousel. Deasy and West acquired a new 
Stinson Model 87 band organ (which plays 165 rolls) for the 
carousel.

When Openshaw moved to Rumney, NH, the 165 went 
with him. Unfortunately, it is currently not playable, needing 
a total restoration, but Openshaw has recently expressed 
the desire to get the grand old 165 playing again.

10. ORGAN #3779 (GLEN ECHO)
During its first five years of operation, the 1921 Dent-

zel carousel at Glen Echo Park, Glen Echo, Maryland, was 
accompanied by a Wurlitzer 153 band organ. On April 12, 
1926, Wurlitzer organ #3779 was shipped to the park. This 
Wurlitzer 165 was installed in an alcove facing the carousel, 
and it remains there to this day. In the late 1940s or early 
1950s the organ was converted to Caliola rolls, most likely 
by TRT, due to Caliola rolls being more plentiful and/or less 
expensive than 165 rolls at the time. Homemade recordings 
exist of the organ in this altered state. In 1968 the amuse-
ment park closed, and the carousel and band organ were 
both purchased by Jim Wells. A community organization 
raised $80,000 (the last $10,000 from an anonymous do-
nor) to purchase the carousel and band organ, which never 
left the park, from Wells. The group gave the carousel and 
organ to the National Park Service, which operates them 
today. Glen Echo Park would later become a cultural and 
arts center.

The National Park Service began the process of hav-
ing the carousel restored, and in 1978 the Wurlitzer 165 
went to Durward Center’s shop for restoration. The decision 
was wisely made to re-convert the organ back to 165 rolls, 
which by then were readily available from Play-Rite Music 
Rolls, Turlock, California. Ten pipes had been replaced to 
accommodate the Caliola scale, so Center made ten proper 
replacement pipes during the restoration. After hearing the 
restored organ playing 165 rolls,  after it had been “wheez-
ing” along playing Caliola rolls for years, Matthew Caulfield 
said, “Durward Center worked a miracle with that organ.” 
Interestingly, the tracker bars on the organ to this day are 
still Caliola bars; the two offset holes are not lined up with 
the bass and snare drum on the 165 roll, but rather two 
other holes. This causes no timing problems in the organ’s 
performance, calling into question whether the offsetting of 
the holes on the tracker bar was ever necessary.

Glen Echo Park now has a nearly complete collection of 
recut 165 rolls, lacking only about half a dozen of the exist-
ing rolls. The organ’s facade was restored by Rosa Ragan, 
who uncovered and restored its original paintings. (Over 20 
years, Ragan restored the entire carousel to original fac-

Originally purchased by Ross Davis, organ #3329, played at 
the Lincoln Park carousel then at Griffith Park before moving 
to New Hampshire with its present owner.
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tory condition; see before-and-after photos at http://www.
nca-usa.org/psp/GlenEcho). She delivered the restored fa-
cade to the park in January 1998 (before and after, figs. 19 
& 20). The Glen Echo 165 is considered to be one of the 
finest sounding 165s, due partly to the brilliant acoustics 
of the organ’s alcove and of the overall Dentzel carousel 
building. Carrousel Music released two cassettes of the 
newly-restored organ in 1979. Art Curtze, State College, 
Pennsylvania, released an LP of the organ titled “Ride The 
Carousel!” on his Artacus label in 1984, and carousel opera-
tor and band organ arranger Max Hurley recorded and sold 
a series of cassette tapes of the organ. Durward Center 
services and tunes the organ twice a year. The organ went 
to Center’s shop for various repairs in the Spring of 2007, 
the first time it had left the carousel building since the 1978 
restoration.

11. ORGAN #4338 (NEILSON)
Organ #4338 was not only the last 165 that Wurlitzer 

sold, but was the last roll-playing automatic instrument sold 
by Wurlitzer. Ross Davis purchased it for his Spillman car-
ousel at Griffith Park, Los Angeles, where it was shipped 
June 14, 1939. The organ was probably built some time be-
fore, and remained unsold until that year. When the organ 
was sold, a 165 facade was not available, so it was fitted 
with a 157 facade. Interestingly, during some of the time this 
157-looking 165 was facing the Griffith Park carousel (fig. 
21), an actual Wurlitzer 157 was at the center of the car-
ousel. (The 157 now resides, unplayable, at Knott’s Berry 
Farm, Buena Park, California.) While many recordings were 
issued of the nearby Lincoln Park 165, it is believed that the 
Griffith Park “157-165” was not used for any recordings that 
were commercially released.

Don Rand and Edward Openshaw purchased the Griffith 
Park Carousel in 1976, and they decided to restore the 165 
from the lost Lincoln Park Carousel to install at Griffith Park, 
as that organ’s lighted facade would complement the lighted 
carousel. The “157-165” went with Don Rand to Thomaston, 
Maine (fig. 22). In 1986 Gary Watkins reported that it had not 
been playable for some time. That same year, the Lincoln 
Park 165 stopped playing at Griffith Park and was removed, 
and carousel owners Warren Deasy and Rosemary West 
soon acquired a new Stinson Model 87 band organ (which 
plays 165 rolls and, with its Wurlitzer 157-inspired facade, 
looks very much like two of its predecessors at Griffith Park, 
the “157-165” and the 157 now at Knott’s Berry Farm). Don 
Rand sold the “157-165” in 1997, by which time it had been 
returned to good playing condition, and it became part of 
the collection of Donald Neilson, Norristown, Pennsylvania, 
where it resides today.

OTHER 165s, PARTIAL OR LOST, AND LOOKING 
AHEAD

It is noteworthy that, in detailing the history of the ex-
isting 165s, certain names come up repeatedly. Jim Wells 
was involved with three of the 165s; he owned the one 
now in the Sanfilippo collection, briefly owned the 165 from 

the Heller Hoard (now the Carrousel Music 165), and very 
briefly owned the Glen Echo 165 before the community or-
ganization bought it back. Ross Davis owned three 165s 
-- the Griffith Park and Lincoln Park organs and the 165 now 
owned by Arnold Chase. Don Rand and Edward Openshaw 
also owned three 165s -- the Griffith Park and Lincoln Park 
organs that Davis had owned (Openshaw still owns the lat-
ter organ) and the 165 now in the Winstead collection. Ad-
ditionally, three of the 165s -- the Glen Echo, Gilson and 
Chase organs -- have had their facades restored by Rosa 
Ragan. The Glen Echo and Gilson organs themselves have 
been restored by Durward Center.

In addition to the ten complete 165s, a partial 165 ex-
ists in pieces and sans its original case. This organ, #3106, 
came from Westview Park in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
which closed in the 1950s. Its first private owner was the 
late Jake DeBence, who later sold it to Steve Lanick. It is 
now owned by Donald Neilson, who is having it made whole 
again by restorer Joe Hilferty, York, Pennsylvania. (Neilson, 
speaking of repeated names, already owns 165 #4338!) 
Hilferty reports that the finished product will be about 75 
percent original parts. A replica 165 facade is being created 
by Robert Yorburg. This organ will truly be the eleventh ex-
isting Wurlitzer 165; it will be no less a real 165 than is the 
Carrousel Music organ, which was restored from a similar 
state (and no one would dispute that organ’s status as a 
true 165).

One of the 165s no longer in existence today played at 
Hanlan’s Point in the Toronto, Ontario, area (not to be con-
fused with the Sunnyside Park, Toronto, 165, now owned 
by Arnold Chase). Captain John Leonard, who in his youth 
enjoyed the 165 and its three-row Dentzel carousel, report-
ed that when he returned to Hanlan’s Point years later, the 
carousel had been stripped by looters and vandals, and the 

Organ #4338 at Griffith Park, late 1950s
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Of Carousel Horses and Animals,
Antiques and Collector Items

Saturday – 10:00 AM
Held At The Lawrenceburg Indiana Fairgrounds (Route 50, Exit 16 off I-275)

APRIL 11, 2009
NO BUYERS PREMIUMS• CONSIGNMENTS WANTED

WANTED! CONSIGNMENTS OF CAROUSEL HORSES 
& ANIMALS; CAROUSEL SCENERY, AND RELATED 
ANTIQUES; COMPLETE CAROUSEL COLLECTIONS.

AT MY LAST AUCTION WE SOLD 90% OF ALL ITEMS! AT GOOD PRICES!
NO BUYERS PREMIUMS

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED
No Small Items Worth Less Than $25 Accepted for Auction.

20% commission on items selling for $100.00 or less.
10% commission of all other itmes. Indiana sales tax.

TERMS: CASH OR GOOD CHECK
$10.00 charge for “no sale” and “buy backs” on each item.

PREVIEW: Friday, 10 AM - 5 PM and Saturday, 7 AM - Sale Time

BOB KISSEL, SALES MANAGER
8253 E. Lee Hill Rd. • Madison, IN 47250

Phone (812) 839-3255
$5.00 ADMISSIOIN CHARGE TO AUCTION

GOOD MARKET FOR CAROUSEL HORSES

Buying disc and cylinder music boxes, musical 
clocks and watches, band organs, coin pianos, 
cylinder phonographs with horns, automata.  
Also smaller pieces like Rolmonica, Play-A-Sax, 
paper and cob driven organettes. Anything in 
mechanical musical instruments.

MECHANICAL MUSIC WANTED

MECHANTIQUES
Martin Roenigk

The Crescent Hotel
75 Prospect Ave., Eureka Springs, AR 72632

Phone: (800) 671-6333
email: mroenigk@aol.com

organ was just a shell, with little more than the case remain-
ing. Leonard picked up a tracker bar from the ground and 
gave it to Ralph Tussing (TRT).

In examining Wurlitzer’s disposition and repair ledgers, 
certain entries for 165s are particularly interesting. One of 
the 165s no longer in existence, #2914, was shipped to Ce-
dar Point Park, Sandusky, Ohio, in 1921. Cedar Point, the 
famed amusement park on the shore of Lake Erie, has seen 
many carousels and band organs over the years (and still 
has two of each, plus a racing derby). What happened to 
the Wurlitzer 165 that was at the park? 

Another lost 165, #4292, was shipped to Rochester, New 
York, in 1931. Rochester’s Genesee Valley Park had three 
carousels over the years; the second was lost in a 1953 fire, 
which was quite possibly the fate of that 165.

Another lost 165 was #2871, shipped May 13, 1914 to J. 
J. McQuillan for the Skating Pavilion at his Lake Minnequa 
Park, Pueblo, Colorado. Restorer Art Reblitz, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, remembers being visited years ago by 
a group of Colorado amusement park enthusiasts. Upon in-
quiring about the Lake Minnequa 165, Reblitz learned that 
after the park closed in 1938, the organ was severely dam-
aged from being stored in a leaky building. One of the men 
said he trucked the remains of the organ to the Pueblo city 
dump!

It should be noted that Wurlitzer converted various or-
gans built by others to play 165 rolls and then sold them 
as Wurlitzer 165s. An existing example is Knoebels Amuse-
ment Resort’s “Wurlitzer 165” (#2344, Elysburg, Pennsylva-
nia), originally a DeKleist barrel organ. These organs today 
are obviously not considered actual Wurlitzer 165s.

Looking ahead to the future of the existing Wurlitzer 
165s, one can be confident that the three publicly operat-
ing ones will remain so. It was truly significant when organ 
#3124 began playing at Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, the 
first 165 ever to return to public use from private hands. 
Hopefully, organ #3629, remembered fondly from Lincoln 
Park and Griffith Park, will one day emerge from its long 
slumber and play again. And there is always the possibility 
that another 165 will return to public use and spark a lifelong 
love of band organ music in new listeners.

The author, who has been gathering information on the 
Wurlitzer 165s for years, would like to thank the following for 
information provided for this article: William Black, Matthew 
Caulfield, Durward Center, Mark Chester, Alan Erb, Joe Hil-
ferty, Richard Lokemoen, Hayes McClaran, Alan Mueller, 
Ed Openshaw, Marty Persky, Don Rand, Art Reblitz, Tim 
Trager. Ron Bopp’s book “The American Carousel Organ” 
was also a primary source of information. The author would 
also like to thank the credited photographers for permission 
to use their photographs. Organ shipping dates cited are 
from Wurlitzer’s “Disposition of Instruments Manufactured” 
ledger; it and the repair ledger can be downloaded online at 
www.mmdigest.com/Gallery/Tech/WBOledgers.html

This article was originally published in the May/June is-
sue of “Mechanical Music” (the journal of the Musical Box 
Society International).  For information on MBSI, visit them 
at www.mbsi.org.
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 CARVER’S CORNER:  Susan and Bruce Walker’s Latest Project

Carving a Greek Horse in Rhode Island 

The completed horse.

Poseidon, Venus and Pegasus.

Demetra and Pan.

Pegasus on the shoulder and Zeus with thunder bolts on the 
chest.

This photographic essay shows the construction and 
carving of a Greek horse by Susan and Bruce Walk-
er of Shannock, RI.  According to Susan, the original 

plan was for a small, simple carving with a Greek god on 
the saddle blanket.  Things grew from there, and the horse 
is now populated by many recognizable figures from Mount 
Olympus.  Susan says the research was fun to do and that 
the new owner is thrilled with the finished product.

The completed figure is shown on this page and the 
work in progress is shown on the following pages. Hopefully 
some of these photos will be of interest and use to others 
who are carving complicated projects.

Next for Susan and Bruce, they will be tackling rocking 
dragons, frogs and horses in the carousel-style.
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CarouselWorkshop.com
For all your Stands and Supplies

352-669-6449

CarouselWorkshop.com
For all your Stands and Supplies

352-669-6449

FOR SALE
36-foot Allan Herschell 

Carousel

20 Jumping Horses, 6 Mini-Horses
Horses are combination wood and aluminum

2 Chariot Seats
Diamond Plated Aluminum Platforms

GREAT DEAL!

Sale Price: $25,000
Contact “Little Richard” Thomas.  

Cell (267) 735-8355
For more info or pictures of  the carousel.

Call 302-732-2400 to view the carousel in Dover, Deleware.

The working pattern all drawn out to scale.

Boxing out the head and body.

With the rough legs attached, details are beginning to be ap-
plied to the rough body.

Boxing out the head from the pattern.
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CAROUSELS FOR SALE
1920 Allan Herschell. 42 horses. 3-row. All wood. In very nice condition. 
$175,000.

1958 Allan Herschell. 60 horses. All aluminum. 4-row. In storage for 
25 years. With Chance Dentzel kit and 14 outside row Bradley & Kay. 
All new brass sleeves and oilless bearings. Next to new condition. 
With trailer. $325,000.

1969 Chance. 30 horses. 3-row. With new Chance Dentzel-style scenery. 
New brass pole sleeves. Oilless crank bearings. New top. Like new. 
With trailer. $125,000.

1956 Allan Herschell. 30 Horse.Aluminum. 3-row. Nice clean machine 
with fitted trailer. $75.000.

(1) 1949 and (1) 1951 Allan Herschell 40’, 36 Horses. Aluminum. 
3-rows. ‘49 has Spillman-style scenery, ‘51 has AH-style scenery. 
$75,000 each.

1949 Allan Herschell. 30 Horses. Aluminum. 3-row. Good condition. 
Loaded in semi. $40,000.

Older Allan Herschell Little Beauty. 20 Horses. $5,000.

Allan Herschell. 30 Horses.  All aluminum. 36’. T.M. center with air 
brakes. New center T base. Oilless bearings. $100,000.

Contact: John Fanelli
60 Taylor Rd. • Ashby, MA 01431

978-343-4881

The Carousel Modelers 
and Miniatures Association 
(CMMA) has been reor-
ganized.  The CMMA 
was founded in 1986 for 
the purpose of bringing 
together modelers, min-
iaturists and woodcarv-
ers interested in building 
operating miniature carou-
sels.  

CMMA membership includes 
the quarterly publication, Horse Tales, a membership di-
rectory and the hobby’s greatest fellowship.  Plans are 
also underway for a 2009 convention.  

The CMMA is now accepting 2009 memberships.  
Past CMMA members will be contacted with member-
ship information.  Membership dues are $20 per year.  
Checks or money orders should be made out to the 
CMMA and sent to the CMMA secretary-treasurer.

If you are interested in carousel models, miniatures 
or woodcarving, please contact the CMMA for additional 
information.  All inquiries or questions should be sent to 
Patrick Wentzel, CMMA secretary-treasurer, 2310 High-
land Ave., Parkersburg, WV 26101-2920 or call (304) 
428-3544, or email pwentzel@patrickwentzel.com.

Carousel Modelers and Miniature 
Association Reorganizes for 2009

Rainbow Goddess Iris being carved in from the sketch.

Above and below, Susan lays on the ink sketches.



Carousel News & Trader, November 2008 43www.carouselnews.com

C A R O U S E L  S E R V I C E S  &  S U P P L I E R S

LIGHTING

COIN MACHINES

INSURANCE

YOUR CATEGORY

YOUR BUSINESS CARD 
AD HERE

JUST $40.00 
PER MONTH

12 Month Run Includes Editorial Promotion, 
Annual Buyer’s Guide Listing and Internet 

Buyer’s Guide Listing 

I’m always being asked, “Where do I get this, where do I 
get that,” for carousels.

So, I’m starting a Product and Service Showcase to an-
swer your questions. Feel free to write in with questions on 
a product or service for your carousel that you’d like to know 
more about.

Our first product relates to something that’s in the news 
a lot lately. Making everything “green.”  For a carousel, the 
first place to look to “go green” is in the power usage.

The easiest way to save thousands of dollars a year is 
to change your light bulbs. Yes, it’s that easy to save thou-
sands of dollars a year in electrical cost.

A normal carousel has around 600 bulbs, each running 
at 11 watts. Every time the lights are turned on it’s like run-
ning a welder, that’s 55 to 60 amps of power just for the 
lights. This is all day everyday you are open.

To help remedy this, our friends at 
Action Lighting have a new product – 
LED bulbs made for amusement rides. 
If you’re not familiar with Action, it is the 
place to get your bulbs. It offers the best 
prices and, more important; the best 
service in the industry. When it come to 
traditional carousel bulbs, Action’s pric-
es can’t be beat.

Now Action has manufactured a 
great LED bulb that runs on 2.8 watts 
per bulb. That reduces your amps on 
the ride down to around 14 amps or 
about 25 percent of the power used by traditional bulbs.

If your electric lighting bill is $1,000 a month it will go 
down to the $250 per-month range. Now that’s worth look-
ing into.  Plus, it’s better for the environment.

Action Lighting is also the best source for Christmas 
bulbs and displays, if your carousel does a Christmas show. 
Action Lighting has been in business for over 20 years, 
starting in 1987. You won’t believe their prices and the in-
ventory they handle.

 “Over this period of time we have developed a large sat-
isfied customer base,” says Allan Kottwitz, president. 

Action serves many of the world’s carousels, large amuse-
ment parks, sign shops, casinos, carnivals, museums, scen-
ery shops, and many other business types, on a year-round 
basis. They also export regularly to a worldwide market.

They also offer “tailor-made” chase or steady lighted 
channel systems.

Check out their website a www.actionlighting.com or give 
them a call at (800) 248-0076.

Next month I’ll showcase a wheelchair lift for carousels.

NEW PRODUCT SHOWCASE

Carousels Go Green
By Dan Horenberger
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C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S
CLASSIFIED ADS:  70¢ per word, number or abbreviation per insertion for 1 to 3 insertions. (Phone numbers or address numbers count as one word). 50¢ 
per word, per insertion for 4 or more insertions. Classified ads should be prepaid by check or credit card.  Ads must be received by the 1st of the month 
to be included in the next month’s issue. Repeat ads that run 6 times or more are 50¢ per word and can be invoiced in three-month increments.   Mail to 
Carousel News & Trader, 11001 Peoria Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 or Fax to (818) 332-7944. Email to: sales@carouselnews.com.

 ANITQUE FIGURES
CAROUSEL ANIMALS FOR SALE - Horses, 
menagerie, Muller, Dentzel Looff, Illions, Herschell-
Spillman.  Call (248) 693-1137 or email to 
lsho382057@aol.com.

ALLAN HERSCHELL  combo (1/2 & 1/2) wood 
body needs work, no tail.
$500.  772-584-1690.

CAROUSEL FIGURES FOR SALE:  Dentzel 
cat, Dentzel “top-knot” jumper, E. Joy Morris lead 
horse, PTC goat, Stein & Goldstein outer-row 
jumper and more. (503) 452-2383.

ANTIQUE CAROUSEL ANIMALS. Buy-Sell-
Trade.  Merry-Go-Round Antiques.  Al Rappaport, 
29541 Roan Dr. Warren, MI 48093. (586) 751-
8078.

CHICAGOLAND’S largest carousel figure 
inventory. www.carouselclassics.com.  e-mail: 
carouselmail2@aol.com.  847-446-6970.

APPRAISALS AND SALES,  Send photos and 
$40 per appraisal. Send SASE for list of over 
50 figures & scenery panels. Ken Weaver, 506 
Pughtown Rd., Spring City, PA 19475. (610) 469-
6331 or e-mail barbmgr@aol.com.

LOTS OF HORSES in stock, antique and 
reproduction for quick delivery.  Carousel 

Workshop, 29915 Fullerville Rd., Deland, FL 
32720. (352) 669-6449.   
Web: www.carouselworkshop.com.

ANITQUE FIGURES
CAROUSEL FIGURES  Buy/Sel l /Trade.    
Restorations by Wolf. Steve Crescenze.  (301) 
932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com

CAROUSEL FIGURES • ROCKING HORSES, 
Buy/Sell/Trade/Restore.  www.myCarousel.com, 
email: myCarousel@myCarousel.com, phone 
(978) 534-4538; Gary & Sandy Franklin, 245 
Merriam Ave., Leominster, MA 01453.

PERSONAL COLLECTION BEING REDUCED.  
21 pieces.  Looff, Dentzel, Illions, Parker.  All 
professionally restored.  For brochures call (405) 
751-0001 or bigchiefpad@sbcglobal.net.

ART/PHOTOGRAPHY
CAROUSEL PHOTOS BY BOB GUENTHNER:  
Photographs of 44 different carousels, some no 
longer in operation. 59 different sets. For complete 
list email guenthners2@sbcglobal.net.

COLLECTIBLE POSTCARDS AND PHOTO 
ART prints of 1906 Looff Carousel In San 
Francisco.  Large selection, all animals included. 
Visit www.carouselmultimedia.com.

BAND ORGANS
FOR SALE:  A WONDERFUL ASSORTMENT 
OF BAND ORGANS! Desirable Wurlitzer 153 
Band Organ with Duplex Roll Mechanism, rare 
Wurlitzer Caliola, Wurlitzer 125 with Brass Trum-
pets, Wurlitzer Miniature Band Organ, Wilhelm 
Bruder Style 79 with beautiful facade, Wilhelm 
Bruder Style 78 48 keyless, original Tangley 
Calliaphone with roll player.  Contact:  Tim Trag-
er, 30280 Darrell Road, McHenry, IL 60051  Tel: 
630-269-3059  E-mail: Tim@timtrager.com.

STINSON CAROUSEL & FAIRGROUND  
ORGANS  Custom instruments, restoration, 
updates.  Stinson MIDI operating systems.  
Music; Artizan, Stinson, Wurlitzer specialists.
Phone (937) 593-5709,  fax (937) 593-5553. 
Web:  www.StinsonBandOrgans.com.  E-mail: 
donstinson@earthlink.net  

CAROUSEL ORGANS: Calliopes & Nickelodeons.  
Free brochure. Ragtime, 4218 Jessup Rd., Dept 
CN, Ceres, CA 95307. (209) 634-8475.

“The American Carousel Organ: Illustrated 
Encyclopedia with CD” by Ron Bopp. Great book 

on carousel organs. $45 postpaid anywhere in 
the continental USA. Martin Roenigk, 75 Prospect 
Ave, Eureka Springs, AR 72632.  mroenigk@aol.
com.  www.mechantiques.com. 

BAND ORGANS
ANTIQUE BAND ORGANS, NICKELODEONS 
and other mechanical music machines. Call or 
write for details; dan@carousel.com or call Brass 
Ring Entertainment at 818-394-0028.

NEW MUSIC FOR YOUR WURLITZER. Three 
New Organ Rolls for Style 150, and 125. “Big 
Band Swing Roll.” “Italian Roll.” “‘50s and ‘60s 
Rock ‘n’ Roll.” Arrangements done by Rich Olsen. 
$80.00 each. Order from Gold Leaf Galleries, 
P.O. Box 174, Bristol, CT  06011. (860) 261-5923. 
E-mail: wurlitzer153organrolls@comcast.net

BRASS RINGS
AUTHENTIC BRASS RINGS - $9.95 each or 
$5.00 with the purchase of a CD or tape.  See 
Dynamic Recording ad under music.

FREE BRASS RINGS with every order. Solid 
brass original carousel brass ring replicas. 

CarouselThe

News & Trader

Missed An Issue?  
Lost An Issue?

Looking For A 
Carousel Story?

Search the contents of more 
than 23 years of The Carousel 

News & Trader online!
www.CarouselNews.com

818-332-7944, ext. 6

Makes a Great Gift at 
only $35 per year!

1985-2008 Back Issues Available

FOR SALE

SPILLMAN

$8150
WITH STAND

Onedeu@att.net
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1,000s of collectible items for sale at www.CarouselStore.com or call 818-
332-7944.

CAROUSELS
1903 C.W. PARKER CAROUSEL #19. (NO HORSES) 36 ft., 3 row, in 
semi-trailer. In storage 16 years. Last operated in Pennsylvania in 1990. 
(561) 445-2250.

FULLY COMPLETE ANTIQUE WOODEN CAROUSELS for sale dating 
to 1895.  Other significant large and new carousels available. For more 
information, visit www.carousel.com, email to dan@carousel.com or call 
Brass Ring Entertainment at 818-394-0028.

CARVING
CUSTOM CARVING BY KRISTI.  Carving quality, affordable full-size 
carousel animals since 1985.  Original designs or faithful reproductions 
to your specs from $3,200.   View  her carvings at  www.mallcourt.com.   
(505) 994-0617.

FOR SALE
PATRICIA MULLINS: THE ROCKING HORSE • HIstory of Toy Horses.  
1st edition, 1992.  Illustrated, boxed, mint condition.  $120.00, postage 
included.  (773) 637-1859.  David Rees.
 

GIFTS
ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS of unique, distinctive and fun 
carousel items to delight yourself and your friends.  Luann’s Carousel Gifts;  
Box 132 Chicopee, MA 01021. (413) 534-4139. www.liannscarouselgifts.
com.  email: Luanncarousel@aol.com.

JEWELS
GLASS JEWELS, send $2.00 for color catalog to Janet Berwin, 2111 Plattin 
Rd.  Festus, MO 63028.  (636) 931-0380.

MECHANICAL
NEW GEARS AND BEARINGS for all carousels.  10-years or 110-year-old 
carousels. Visit www.amusementgear.com or call (818) 504-4946.

 
MINIATURES

COMPLETE CAROUSELS, KITS, also miniature carousel parts. For info 
contact, Bernice Evarts, 121 Payne Ave., N. Tonawanda, NY 14120. (716) 
692-7875. Email, EPBA1230@aol.com. www.miniaturecarousels.com.

FREE TO A GOOD HOME! HO gauge miniature carnival looking for a 
home; 3’ by 70’ long. Over 125 rides, 74 back end shoes, trucks, trailers, 
generators, food wagons, toilets, cookhouses, animals and 10,000 people. 
Willing to donate to a museum or organization that is 501-C-3 classified.  
Please email randsflowers@aol.com with the subject CARNIVAL. 

MUSIC
AUTHENTIC MERRY-GO-ROUND MUSIC on cassettes and CDs.  Over 100 
different recordings of band organs, calliopes, player pianos, etc.  Send $1 

Restoration
Wood repairs by Ron Purdy

Gold and aluminum leafing
Oil painting by hand

Specializing in “back to factory”
Quality hair tails available in

all colors & sizes.

(626) 793-1303
Running Horse Studio • Lourinda Bray

C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S

Sandy & Gary 978-534-4538
Leominster, MA 
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LARGE COLLECTION OF 
BAND ORGANS
Warehouse find.

Several organs all in the state of disrepair 
and disassembled including a 

Wurlitzer 125. 
To be sold as one lot. 

Pieces and parts for the organs are in 
several large piles. 

Maybe all of the pieces are there, maybe 
not. There may even be extra pieces. 
Perfect opportunity for a restorer or

 talented collector to get a great deal. 

Email for pictures.
dan@carousel.com for pictures anddetails

for 30-page catalog. Carrousel Music, Box 231, Dept. TA, Chambersburg, 
PA 17201; (717) 264-5800.  Visa, MasterCard.

MUSIC
DYNAMIC RECORDINGS offers Carousel Breezes series of band organ 
music. Full hour of digital recordings from Sea Breeze Park.  800-816-
4262.  $16.45 for CDs, includes S&H.  Wholesale available. www.dynrec.
com/carousel.html. 

BAND ORGAN and carousel music.  Wide range of CDs and casette tapes.  
Call 800-558-7969 or visit us a www.CarouselStore.com.

RESTORATION
RESTORATIONS BY WOLF, cover quality, affordable prices.  Phone (301) 
932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com

PROFESSIONAL, QUALITY RESTORATIONS. Custom Caving and 
Restoration. Email: marlene@customcarvingandrestoration.com. 454 Acadia, 
Wichtia KS 67212. (316) 722-1872. www.customcarvingandrestoration.com.  

 STANDS
STANDS, BRASS POLES, ROCKING HORSE accessories, Carousel 
Memories.  Mike Mendenhall, Box 33225, Los Gatos, CA 95031. Phone: 
(408) 356-2306. email: Carousel136@Verizon.net.

CUSTOM DISPLAY STANDS for jumpers, prancers, standers.  Send SASE 
for brochure.  Dave Boyle, 150 Andrews Trace, New Castle, PA 16102, 
phone (724) 667-8181.

CAST IRON & WOOD bases & pole sets  $195 - $495. Send SASE. Carousel 
Workshop, 29915 Fullerville Rd., Deland, FL 32720.  Phone: (352) 669-6449.   
Web: www.carouselworkshop.com.

TAILS
SOFT TANNED TAILS all sizes and colors.  A quality horse tail. 2720 Old 
Orchard Rd, Lancaster, PA 17601. (717) 295-9188.

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY.  Small French figures, preferably unrestored.  Ron Craig, 
51 Maridale, Lincoln, IL 62556. (217) 735-3308.

ARMORED STANDER OR PRANCER. Have buyer in good standing for 
armored stander or prancer. Send photos to Ron Craig, 51 Maridale, Lincoln, 
IL 62556. (217) 735-3308.

WANTED: 66 Key BAB music rolls.  Buy or trade.  Contact Jerry Doring at 
(626) 447-6306 or email to wendydoring@sbcglobal.net.

WANTED TO BUY, looking for basket cases or animals needing repairs. Send 
photos to Ron Craig, 51 Maridale, Lincoln, IL 62556. (217) 735-3308.

CAROUSEL ARCHIVES. Any and all information about historic carousels. 

C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S

CarouselThe

News & Trader
Visit Us in Orlando, Nov. 17-21

Booth #5656
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CAROUSELS FOR SALE
1900s Dentzel menagerie carousel

All original animals. Currently up and operating looking for new home.

1900’s PTC carousel
Rare 4-row unrestored carousel great for community project. Priced to sell. Restoration available.

1900s PTC carousel
A huge 4-row with all original animals. Restored and ready to operate.

1920s Dentzel menagerie carousel
All original animals. Deluxe trim. Currently in storage. Videos of it operating at its last location.

1880s Herschell Spillman steam-operated carousel
Original steam engine with 24 animals and 2 chariots.

1895 Looff carousel last operated at Asbury Park
A huge 4-row with 78 replacement animals.

1920s Dentzel carousel
Another huge 4-row machine, just like Disneyland’s, with 78 replacement animals.

1927 Dentzel frame from Rocky Springs, VA
The last carousel Dentzel ever built with the trim still in original paint. Replacement animals available.

1920s Spillman carousel
All original wooden animals restored and ready to operate.

1926 Allan Herschell carousel
All original animals, restored and ready to operate.

1930s Allan Herschell carousel
30 original half-and-half animals waiting for restoration.

New Wooden menagerie carousel
Carved by Ed Roth and Chuck Donohue with barn yard-themed animals. Ready to operate anywhere.

Other large, significant antique carousels available. Details by request only.
All machines can be seen at www.carousel.com.

We also have over 50 antique band organs, dance organs, orchestrions, nickelodeons,
and other mechanical music machines available. Call or write for details.
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http://www.brassringcarousel.com/

