
Carousel News & Trader, February 2013 1www.carouselnews.com

1st Annual
Restoration 
Feature Issue

1st Annual
Restoration 
Feature Issue

February2013
Vol. 29, No. 2

$6.95Carousel
The

News & Trader





starLED A55, P45, T30, B38 
The starLED series has been specifically 
developed for amusement parks to replace 
traditional 5-25W incandescent bulbs.  

The range was designed with a low 2400 
kelvin to give a very warm and soft light. The 
efficient power consumption ensures energy 
savings up to 90% compared to incandes-
cent bulbs. The starLED bulbs have a  
lifetime of 30,000 hours.

For more information,  contact:
Phone: +1 646 239 7515
USASales@e3light.com

www.e3light.com  
Scan and view e3light  
Pro company profile >>

• 30,000 Hours 
• Only 1.1-2.0W consumption 
• 2400 Kelvin warm soft light 
• The perfect match to achieve energy savings 
• Multiple socket and voltage options available 
• Shake resistant

TIVOLI COPENHAGEN :: DENMARK

Retrofit your  
incandescent light  
with e3light starLED

Carousels  
retrofitted with 
starLED P45

The B38 starLED provides an elegant and slim bulb for all  
candle bulb applications. Offered in three types of unique  
glass designs and three metallic base colors, e3light provides  
different expressions to compliment any fixture.

Retrofit up to  

 

 25W
incandescent

starLED A55, P45, T30, B38 
The starLED series has been specifically 
developed for amusement parks to replace 
traditional 5-25W incandescent bulbs.  

The range was designed with a low 2400 
kelvin to give a very warm and soft light. The 
efficient power consumption ensures energy 
savings up to 90% compared to incandes-
cent bulbs. The starLED bulbs have a  
lifetime of 30,000 hours.

For more information,  contact:
Phone: +1 646 239 7515
USASales@e3light.com

www.e3light.com  
Scan and view e3light  
Pro company profile >>

• 30,000 Hours 
• Only 1.1-2.0W consumption 
• 2400 Kelvin warm soft light 
• The perfect match to achieve energy savings 
• Multiple socket and voltage options available 
• Shake resistant

TIVOLI COPENHAGEN :: DENMARK

Retrofit your  
incandescent light  
with e3light starLED

Carousels  
retrofitted with 
starLED P45

The B38 starLED provides an elegant and slim bulb for all  
candle bulb applications. Offered in three types of unique  
glass designs and three metallic base colors, e3light provides  
different expressions to compliment any fixture.

Retrofit up to  

 

 25W
incandescent



Carousel News & Trader, February 20134 www.carouselnews.com

Dan’s Desk ................................................. 6
Schoenbach Collection .......................... 10
Summits’ Orton and Spooner Peacock ....... 13
Color Planning for a Carousel Part 1:
     Collecting Color Information ................. 21
The Dirty Side of Restoration ................ 23
Long Lost: PTC #22 Asbury Park ........ 24-25

Inside this issue:

ON THE COVER:

A beautifully restored 
Dentzel stander from the 
1905 Watkins Regional 
Park carousel in MD. 
Rosa Patton did the 
color and paint to bring 
this amazing horse back 
to life. (The full story soon).
 Dentzel stander, Ron Rozzelle photo
Background, Dentzel Archive photo

February, 2013
Vol. 29, No. 2

Figure Restoration, Pt. 1 - 
Removing Screws and other 
Fasteners Preparing Wood for 
Restorations ............... 29

Carousel Calendar of Events ...................... 38
News Briefs: Dentzel Dog; Muller Tiger ......... 38
Carousel Classifieds ................................. 40

Next Month: 
Annual Carver’s Issue

The Ultimate English 
Flamboyant - Restoring 
A 1920s Orton and 
Spooner Peackock ... 13

The Carousel News & Trader
11001 Peoria Street • Sun Valley, CA 91352-1631

Phone/Fax: 818-332-7944
Email: info@carouselnews.com
 Web: www.carouselnews.com

Subscriptions: 
(12 Issues per year)

$35 per year U.S. • $65 two years U.S.
$55 per year Canada/Mexico 

$95 per year All other Foreign
(U.S. funds)

Daniel Horenberger ............................................ Publisher

Roland Hopkins ..................................................... Editor
Contributors: 

Lourinda Bray, Leah Farnsworth, John Caruso, 
Jean Bennett, Jim Weaver, Bill Benjamin, 
Marsha Schloesser, Richard Concepcion, 

Marianne Stevens (1929-2012) 
 

Founding Editor, Nancy Lynn Loucks (1985-1992)

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE CAROUSEL NEWS & 
TRADER, 11001 Peoria Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352-1631. 

STANDARD RATE POSTAGE paid at print/mailing facility.

Back issues: 25 years of back issues available. Search contents at www.
carouselnews.com. $6.95 each. See flyer with this issue. 

THE CAROUSEL NEWS & TRADER is published by TCN&T 
11001 Peoria Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352. 
Founding Editor: Nancy Lynn Loucks, 1985 to 1992. 
Publisher: Daniel Horenberger. Editor: Roland Hopkins.

info@carouselnews.com • www.carouselnews.com

(818) 332-7944

Carrousels

Great Source of Revenue For
City, County and Local Organizations.

Summer Long Events, Christmas Programs, 
Festivals and other Holiday Events.

Long-term lease – revenue sharing opportunities.

Family Entertainment, Inc.
888-237-0444

rtinsleyenterprises@yahoo.com
Richard Tinsley

www.carouselsforyou.com



Carousel News & Trader, February 2013 5www.carouselnews.com

FOR SALE
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Historic Carousels

1925 PTC. Last operated Kiddieland in Melrose, IL
3-row carousel with an amazing 16 signature PTC horses.

JUST IN - 1890 Looff Carousel. The famous “Broadway Flying Horses” from Coney Island.
Just undergone museum restoration. Three extremely rare dogs among the menagerie. 

1927 Illions Supreme – SOLD
This is the last of the three complete supremes including the world famous American Beauty rose horse.

1900s PTC Carousel 
Last operated by the world famous Strates shows. In storage awaiting restoration.

1880s Herschell-Spillman Steam-Operated Carousel
Original steam engine with 24 animals and 2 chariots. 

1900s PTC Carousel
Rare 4-row unrestored carousel great for community project. Priced to sell. Restoration available.

1920s Dentzel Carousel
Another huge 4-row machine, just like Disneyland’s Carousel, with 78 replacement animals.

1900s Looff Menagerie Carousel
Huge 4-row menagerie carousel. Has been in storage for years, awaiting restoration.

1900s Dentzel Menagerie Carousel
All original animals. Currently up and operating looking for new home.

1900s PTC Carousel
A huge 4-row with all original animals. Restored and ready to operate.

1920s Dentzel Menagerie Carousel
All original animals. Deluxe trim. Currently in storage. Videos of it operating at its last location.

1895 Looff Carousel. Last operated at Asbury Park
A huge 4-row with 78 replacement animals.

1927 Dentzel frame from Rock Springs, WV
The last carousel Dentzel ever built with the trim still in original paint. Replacement animals available.

A Large Supply of Newer Used Carousels. Perfect for Malls. 
Later Allan Herschell carousels starting at $75,000. Newer used fiberglass carousels starting at $100,000.

Other large, significant antique carousels available. Details by request only.
All machines can be seen at www.carousel.com, or call or write for details.
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Brass
 Ring

From 
Dan’s 
Desk
Message from the publisher, 
Dan Horenberger

George Schott
P.O. Box 9340

Auburn, ME 04210
Call (207) 946-7972

or (207) 754-3630

Looking for substantial 
figures to place on a 
historic operating 

carousel. 
Carmel, Muller, 

Dentzel, PTC, S&G, 
Illions. Armored. 

AT B&W RAILROAD 

WE RIDE OUR 

TRAINS 

Hundreds of G-16 items for sale: 
Wheels • Trucks • Passenger Cars • (all types of parts)

Even complete operating locomotives ! 
Check out our website for pictures, prices 
and descriptions of these antique trains.

b w r a i l ro a d . c o m
(309)826-6916 •  Lexington, IL

AT B&W RAILROAD 

WE RIDE OUR 

TRAINS 

Hundreds of G-16 items for sale: 
Wheels • Trucks • Passenger Cars • (all types of parts)

Even complete operating locomotives ! 
Check out our website for pictures, prices 
and descriptions of these antique trains.

b w r a i l ro a d . c o m
(309)826-6916 •  Lexington, IL

No one wants to have 
work done on their carousel 
in the spring, summer or fall, so winter is the busy season 
for Brass Ring Entertainment, especially the gear, bearing 
and maintenance department. (Those are of course all Dan, 
as well as the other departments). That said, Dan has been 
on the road much of the winter and that continues, from the 
Bay Area, to the mid-West and south East, and covering the 
country in between, (and don’t forget Canada).

In addition to maintenance, winter is a time for meetings 
and planning. We hope for a number of exciting announce-
ments in the placement of antique carousels in 2013. There 
is always something brewing – maybe this will be the year 
it brews. In the meantime, next up is our Annual Carver’s 
Issue. The Brass Ring Carousel and Dentzel Museum in  
Albany, OR, has some exciting news, and progress is mov-
ing rapidly for the Berkshire Carousel  in Western Mass. 
We’ll check in with Kingsport, TN, the Olaha Carousel, 
Ken Means and his students and others. 
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Beth Farnstrom and David Knight on Eden Palais. 

www   . A n ti  q u E C a r o u s el  s . c o m

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

Call (626) 639-0313 or antiquecarousels@gmail.com

Wurlitzer Style-153

b u y i n g  •  s e l l i n g  •  c o n s i g n m e n t s

New case and façade. Rebuilt in 2005. Duplex spool frames. 
Original vacuum pumps. The pressure pumps are copies of 

the original built by Joe Hilfrety. The pipe work is origi-
nal Wurlitzer. The drums beaters are copies of the originals. 

$49,900.

Thank You, David Knight!
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We got a lot of nice compliments on our last issue featur-
ing the 2012 NCA Convention in St. Joseph, MI, and hosted 
by the folks at Silver Beach. Thanks to all who helped and 
contributed; John Caruso and Jean Bennett and especially 
to David Knight from St. Joseph. David fed me dozens of 
photos at the 11th hour, only to have me credit him as Den-
nis, and then as DK through the rest of the issue. Thank you 
again David Knight for you great photos at the last minute. 
And thanks to John Caruso for pointing out the error.
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From Carousel at Grand Strand 
Park, Myrtle Beach.

Excellent condition. Presentable paint. 
In safe storage since 1972.

$7,400
 Contact: Judy Tuttle

(843) 238-0251
Herschell-Spillman rooster and pig also available 

from the same machine.

Herschell-Spillman 
Prancing Goat

A Last Look at IAAPA 2012

It seems every year I miss Dick Knoebel when he stops by the 
booth. This year I got a picture and a chance to say “hello”.

Good friends Richard Stewart and wife, (left) and Lou 
Romano, (right) of Stewart Shows out of Connecticut.

Rick Knoebel gave Tom Rebbie a break and poses for 
our annual photo from the PTC booth.

Orlando, FL – If you have never been to IAAPA, or have 
not been in a few years, you need to check it out – and 
bring comfortable shoes. The trade show floor is about 
the size of two football fields with everything from full-
size rides to the latest snack innovations and everything 
in between. IAAPA will be back in Orlando this year, No-
vember 19-22, but they are taking reservations now. Visit 
www.iaapa.org for information.
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Mortier 
Minerva 

Dance Organ
Mortier Dance organ. 

Fully restored by 
Johnny Verbeeck in 

Belgium. Huge 20 feet 
wide by 16 feet tall. 

Known as the Minerva 
from the factory. 

Comes with plenty of 
book music and also 
set up to play by midi 
control with around 
1,000 songs in the 

computer. This organ 
is ready to go and a 
true showpiece for 

any collection.

FOR SALE

A ll   th  i n gs   caro    u sel    for    o v er   3 5  y ears  

Brass RingTM

Entertainment
1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T  •  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2

818-394-0028 • fax: 818-332-0062
e m a i l :  s a l e s @ c a r o u s e l . c o m  •  w w w . c a r o u s e l . c o m

Rare Band Organ Offerings

Wurlitzer 165 
Wurlitzer 165 band organ fully 
restored. One of the rarest and 

most sought after band organs in 
the world. This organ has a com-
plete history and to make it even 

rarer, it came from the factory 
with lights. This may be the last 
165 offered to the public in our 
lifetime. Don’t miss out on what 
could be your last opportunity 

to own one of these very special 
mechanical music machines.
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St. Joseph, MI – Al Schoenbach 
and his late wife, Dagne, have been 
collecting carousel horses for over 30 
years and have pieces that are carved 
by most of the notable master carvers. 
They enjoyed not only the collecting, 
but the friends and acquaintances they 
met over the years, traveling to carou-
sel auctions and conventions.

The Schoenbach’s were good friends 
with Walter and Nancy Loucks, the 
founders of The Carousel News & Trad-
er, and some of the very first conversa-

tions re-
g a r d i n g 
a trade pub-
lication for 
the carousel 
world were 
b e t w e e n 
these two 
couples. As 
a matter of 

ca  r o u s e l  N e w s  b r ief   s

Schoenbach Collection to Sell in St. Joseph, MI, April 18

Restoration
Running Horse Studio
Restoration
Running Horse Studio

Lourinda Bray
626-793-1303

rindalsb@sbcglobal.net

Full shot of the Dentzel above. Below 
and right are faces behind the cantle.

fact, Al and Dagne were proud to have 
donated monies in order to get that first 
8-page issue of the CN&T up and run-
ning in Sept. 1985.

Al was also instrumental in the de-
velopment of the new Silver Beach 
Carousel, which is located in the Silver 
Beach Center on the shores of Lake 
Michigan, in Al’s hometown of St. Jo-
seph. This is a wonderful facility that sits 
on the same beach where the famous 
Silver Beach 
Amusement 
Park used 
to rest. This 

is also the same 
location that Mr. 
Schoenbach’s 
carousel collec-
tion will be sold 
on April 18th.

Visit www.belchermcpherson.com for 
more information on the auction sale.S&G armored stander.

The Dentzel’s cantle.
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AL SCHOENBACH CAROUSEL AUCTION
 
Long time Carousel enthusiast and collector, Mr. Al Schoenbach, has decided it is time to liquidate his fantastic 
collection of horses, chariots, shields, rounding boards, panels and more at public auction. Mr. Schoenbach 
was instrumental in many facets pertaining to the Carousel industry, including his involvement in the early 
stages of The Carousel News & Trader, all the way to the help and guidance he provided in the construction of 
the carousel at the Silver Beach Center, where this important auction will be held on:
 

 DATE:

APRIL 18TH, 2013 AT 11 AM
DOORS OPEN AT 9 AM DAY OF SALE
OPEN HOUSE PREVIEW SCHEDULED FOR 

APRIL 17TH FROM 3 to 6 PM
 

LOCATION:  
The Silver Beach Center

333 Broad Street
St. Joseph, Michigan

  

BOTH LIVE AND ON-LINE BIDDING AVAILABLE FOR THIS AUCTION EVENT!
 
HERE IS A SAMPLE OF WHAT TO EXPECT AT THIS AUCTION - Armored Lead Horse-Stander, Outside 
Row, Stein and Goldstein, Gold and Silver Leaf, Restored by Tony Orlando, Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Prtl. Armor Horse-Stander, Outside Row, Muller, Paint Removed showing the ornate wood carving, Carousel 
Sterling Forest Park - Horse-Stander, Outside row Dentzel, Roach Mane, c. 1920, restored by Tony Orlando 
of Dearborn Heights, MI., from Penn Marr Carousel, Alaska - Philadelphia Toboggan Co. Horse-Stander, 
c.1905, Outside row, Unrestored, 4 carved on blanket, great leg action and bob tail, carriage type looking horse 
- Horse-Stander, Outside Row, Philadelphia Toboggan Co., 1905, restored, 17 carved on blanket - Carmel 
Stander Horse, c. 1910, middle row, restored, Carousel Grand Strand Amusement Park, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
Illions Jumper Horse, c. 1915, outside row, Jewels Parrot on Cantle - Carmel Jumper Horse, c. 1910, Mid-
dle row, restored, head tuck, Carousel Grand Strand Amusement park, Myrtle Beach, N.C. - Carousel Chariot, 
Park Paint, Looff, one seat - C.W. Parker Jumper, c. 1910, Inside Row, Flying peek-a-boo mane, Jewels on 
inner side of horse for reflection in surround mirrors, park paint, flag on Cantle, Carousel Moxahala Park, Zanes-
ville, Ohio - Spillman Engineering Co. Jumper Horse, c. 1924, restored, jeweled blanket on rump and other 
jewels - Mangels-Illions metal horse, park paint, from kiddies ride, great mane detail -  Pony Cart, Philadel-
phia Toboggan Co., original paint, hand made, only 8 were made from Euclid Beach - (2) scenery panels, 
Looff, original oil painting on canvas over tin, Zebra-Leopard & Lion-Calf scenes, Filigree on top and leaves on 
frame have been dried stripped to original paint, c.1909 - Ornate French Rounding Board, c.1903, Alexander 
Devos, Shaped mirrors, park paint - Horse Head from Illions 1927 - Restored Illions corner shield with mir-
ror - 1910 Carmel Horse from Grand Strand Carousel in S.C. - Philadelphia Toboggan Co. pony cart - Illions 
outside road jumper with parrot on cantle - Nice cast iron/brass turn style from wax museum on Coney Is-
land - Wurlitzer 1015 Jukebox, c.1940 - Gaming Wheel from men’s Republican club in Indiana, oil painting 
by John B. Katzbaner, built by T.M. Harton and more!!!
 
There is no better location to conduct this auction than the Silver Beach Center. Silver Beach was home to the Silver Beach Amusement 
park from 1891 to 1971 on the shores of Lake Michigan. Today, one the newest, year round entertainment venues in Southwestern Michigan 
was built in honor of the park. The Silver Beach Center, complete with carousel, Amusement Park museum, Kids Discovery Zone and more 
is the perfect location for this beautiful collection. For more information on the Silver Beach Center, go to www.silverbeachcarousel.com.

For Auction Terms and conditions, photos, catalog, on-line bidding information and more go to:

 www.belchermcpherson.com
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Looking for a figure? Let us find it for you. Selling a figure? Let us sell it for you.

Dentzel Elk

Early 1900s Dentzel Elk.
Prancer, Restored. $14,500

Two Very Rare Spillman 
Bucking Broncos. 

Beautiful Paint Restoration. 
Reduced - $16,000 each 

or $30,000 for both

Spillman Broncos

Early 1900s Dentzel Rabbit
Featured on page 94 of 

“Fairground Art”. $24,000

Dentzel RabbitKeansburg Looff

Early 1900s Keansburg, NJ, 
Looff Jumper. $6.500   $5,900

Stein & Goldstein

1900s Armored Iumper from 
Happyland, L.I., NY. $19,500

HUGE Outside Row 
1920s Parker. Older restoration. 

$14,500

C. W. ParkerE. Joy Morris

Peek-a-Boo Stander. Double 
Parrot Saddleback. Painted by 

Pam Hessey. $24,500

Muller/Dentzel

ca. 1905 Dentzel-Muller from 
the Mexican Muller Carousel. 

$44,000
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Figure From The Elaborate Orton and Spooner Scenic Railways of the 1920s 

Proud as a Peacock Restoration
The Ultimate English Flamboyant

By Rol & Jo Summit
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

We first heard the term, English flamboyant style, 
in the late 1970s from Geoff Weedon during his 
U.S. research tour for his epic book (Fairground 

Art, Geoff Weedon and Richard Ward. London: White 
Mouse Editions Ltd., 1981).  He described the traditional 
practice of using metal leaf as the base for over-painting 
with transparent colors. Geoff also suggested that M.C. Il-
lions adopted those techniques from his English apprentice-
ship for his distinctive gold manes and vivid trappings. We 
were experienced in such limited flamboyance from restor-
ing Illions horses, and were intrigued with the possibility of 
overall gilding. We gained the opportunity to practice the full 
monty with our purchase of a giant peacock head.

This prize was a relic of the production of several mas-
sive scenic railways constructed by Orton and Spooner in 
the second decade of the 20th century. The same firm that 
had produced a patriotic carousel with heroes of the Boer 
War riding as centaurs, later decorated the fifteen-passen-
ger cars for their themed scenics depicted as dragons, dol-
phins, whales, and peacocks. One of the two such aviar-
ies, made in 1923, is shown in Geoff’s book on page 165. 
The other, built in 1924 for showman John Proctor, appears 

on page 19 of the richly illustrated Men 
at Work: The Fairground Artists and Arti-
sans of Orton & Spooner (Alan S. Howell. 
St Albans, Herts [England]: Skelter Pub-
lishing LLP, 2003). 

Pioneering collector and dear friend, 
Swen Swenson, had managed to find two 
pairs of the discarded peacock heads and 
tails during one of his show tours in the 
UK. They eventually became available to 
us in the commemorative auction of his 
collection held at Lourinda Bray’s Run-
ning Horse Studio on Nov. 20, 1993.

Before and after: Swen Swenson’s 
giant peacock re-foliated to its origi-
nal exuberance. Such figures set 
the elaborate themes for Orton and 
Spooner scenic railways in the 1920s.
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The carving was in remarkably good condition. Paint 
was multi-layered, alligatored and diffusely eroded but the 
underlying surface was unworn, a testimony to the fact that 
these pieces, as attachments to their fast-moving cars, 
provided no access to passenger handling. Seams were 

generally open but stable, ready for our chosen 
semi-restoration style for this piece. In this style, 

existing visible seams and joints are stabilized with West 
Systems Brand adhesive epoxy composition but left par-
tially open to preserve the venerable appearance of wear 
and tear, as opposed to being resurfaced into mint condi-
tion. The only structural damage was the splitting away of 
the outward flowering of the comb feathers, which was eas-
ily replaced as logical extensions of the surviving contours.

A hinged panel under the chin opened into the interior 
lighting system, which had been dismantled except for a 
residual mounting bracket. We devised a folding platform 
with mountings for a 12 volt halogen bulb and two 6 volt lan-
tern batteries which could be inserted through the trap door 
(we have since upgraded the light source to more efficient 
LEDs). There were small shards of the original eye glass 
lodging in the inner frames. Interestingly they were green, 
not red as in the companion piece at auction. Lacking a con-
temporary equivalent, we replaced the eyes with clear bev-

Primed in aluminum leaf (left). Above, the trap door under 
the chin which opens to the interior lighting system.

Historic photo of John Proctor’s Peacock 
Scenic, 1924 (left). Detail, above, shows 
one car flanked by the tail and head of 
adjacent vehicles.
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eled rounds designed for stained glass constructions, which 
we back painted with transparent green oil.

Now came the flamboyance. Everything 
except the beak was surfaced in aluminum 
leaf and clear varnish. Although it may have 
been possible for the historic experts to 
achieve a uniform transparent glaze with fan 
brushes and wads of cotton, we settled for 
our trusty, tiny DeVilbiss EGA Detail Pro spray 
gun, which can double as an airbrush. The 
basic color was our favorite: Prussian blue, 
which is truly transparent, accented with an 
admixture of transparent green (Shiva Signa-
ture Permasol Transparent Oil Colors), with a 
final clear coat of glossy varnish. We have re-
lied on the Permasol line since our first Illions 
restorations. Thirty-seven ml. tubes are now 
available online at www.aswexpress.com.  

The brilliance of the flamboyant style is due to the fact 
that the color is seen at full intensity in the light transmitted 
from the underlying mirrored surface. Mixing of the colors is 
achieved through alternating the successive layers, rather 

than stirring them together in a pot, and the value from light 
to dark is proportional to the thickness of the accumulated 

layers.
One of our attractions to the peacock is 

the fact that we live in the midst of a commu-
nity of feral peafowl, sharing at once their 
beauty in decoration and their nuisance in 
defecation. Our models for the decoration 
were as close as our back fence, so their 
distinctive masks could be detailed via bin-
oculars. The masks for painting were cut 
out of folded plastic shelf lining, yielding 
book-matched adhesive patterns to attach 
to each side of the bird before glazing with 
color. The masked areas were then whit-
ened by hand with a translucent glaze of 
titanium white and pearl dust. The shafts of 
the crown feathers were brushed with color 
and wiped to accentuate their surface.

A final highlight of the presentation of this flamboy-
ant peacock is our depiction of him as a gigantic mutant 
emerging from a radioactive sewer. He lives in the bathtub, 
perched over the drain.  We call it the birdbath.

Cocktail time in the Summits’ shop, 1977. Jo planning with Swen 
Swenson how to put back together his freshly dismembered 
Mexican centaur.

Comb with fractured feathers restored, left. Above, the delib-
erately “semi-restored” finish.

Peacock seated in the tub.

The Mexican centaur after its over-night restoration.
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Don’t Miss The 2013 CN&T BUYER’S GUIDE!
Don’t Miss the Deadline: March 7, 2013 • Listings Appear in Print issue and 12 Months online.

 P –– The Carousel News & Trader  –– P 

Annual Buyer’s Guide
Your No. 1 Resource For Over 28 Years.

For Advertising and Listing Info, See the LOOSE Fly Sheet with 
This Issue, visit www.carouselnews.com, or call

818-332-7944
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Purchased Through an Ad in the October 1991 Carousel News & Trader 

Operating a Kiddie Mangels/Illions 
“For the Love of Carousels”

By Sue McMeans
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

Andy and I have always had a love for the magic and 
wonder of boardwalks and amusement parks, coun-
ty fairs and carnivals.

There is nothing quite like whirling lights reflecting off of 
mirrored surfaces, lake waters and ocean waves to spark 
the imagination of our universe. The sounds of band organs, 
carney barkers and crowds of people having fun seem to 
draw us further into that universe.

Add to that the smells of cotton candy, candied apples, 
hot dogs, cinnamon rolls and barbecued food, and all of our 
senses become alive again. It is as if we have been given 
permission to become kids again. 

We are lured into the fantastical, stupendous world of 
excitement and anticipation of an old fashioned churning, 
clanking mechanical world of rides from a by-gone era, 
shedding all cares of an adult, work-a-day world.

We have always been lovers of the details and simple 
beauty of old rides. We are both content to sit for hours and 
watch the mechanical movements that make the machines 
go and to study the beautiful work of artisans from the past.

My first introduction to such splendor took place at small 
county fairs and the Midway at Carolina Beach near Wilm-
ington in my home state of North Carolina and at Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. It was always my dream to own a 
carousel or Ferris wheel; the carousel being more preferred 
because of my life-long love of horses.

While Andy has always loved trains and anything old and 
mechanical, it was I who first sparked his interest in carou-
sels. We both had a love for real horses and both of us had 
owned horses for many years before meeting and marrying.  
As a matter of fact, Andy had two horses when we first met.  
We had them for many long years after we married and 
added others to our “herd” over the years. 

Now I’m going to digress for a moment to tell you a fam-

The kiddie carousel up and running. This classic little ride has been the center of countless special fund raising events.
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ily story about how life’s twists and turns can lead you in 
a completely unanticipated direction, entirely different than 
the one you started in, bringing something much more en-
joyable and precious than what you first set out to acquire. 
This story has always been considered priceless in our fam-
ily and by many of our friends, who never fail to get a good 
laugh out of it. It plays a large roll in how we came to own 
our little Mangels/Illions Kiddie carousel.

I’ve always loved motorcycles. They provide fun and ex-
citement and a great way to see the country side. During my 
college years in the mid-to-late 1960s, I had a Honda 250 
Scrambler for transportation.

When I met Andy, I didn’t have a motorcycle. After nine 

years of marriage, I decided I wanted to start riding again.  
Andy’s first response to this was, “If you get a motorcycle, 
you’ll have to get a divorce first!”. I called his bluff, got two 
motorcycles, and taught him to ride. 

We spent the next twenty or more years riding together 
all over Baja, the western U.S. and Canada. We have many 
exciting and often very funny “campfire” stories to tell about 
all of our escapades over the years on our motorcycle trips.

Eventually we found ourselves in need of new motor-
cycles and began saving money to purchase them. While 
saving money for the two new bikes, I spotted an ad on 
page 7 of the October 1991 Carousel News and Trader for 
a, “1955 Mangels Carousel 3 abreast -16 jumpers - 8 

The center pole and drive set up. The basic tower set up with top on and one floor panel.

FOR SALE  - Classic 1950s
Mangels/Illions Kiddie Carousel 

Sample photos of restored Mangels Kiddie Carousels.

This carousel is In storage with full 
parts list inventory available.

24 Cast Metal Horses 
(One Restored - Shown Below)

The carousel is shown above when it was last 
assembled for a holiday season display.

Asking $7,500. Call (626) 639-0313
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stationary; metal Illions horses. 22’ circle, 
10’ 10” high. 180 light bulbs - excellent 
condition. $25,000.00.”. The seller was Lyle 
Drollinger of Iowa City, Iowa.

Hmmmm.... what to do now? New motor-
cycles or a carousel. It took less than a minute 
to make that decision. While I still have my 
old R1000GS BMW dual sport motorcycle, 
we now also have a beautiful little carousel.

Upon making our decision to purchase the 
carousel we immediately called Lyle, only to 
learn he already had a couple of interested 
buyers from Florida who were trying to come 
up with the money for the machine. 

We asked if we could send a $2,000.00 refundable de-
posit to allow us time to drive back and look at the carousel 
just in case the other parties fell through. They were unable 
to raise the funds for the machine and we immediately took 
off for Iowa with a certified check in hand for the balance of 
the cost of the carousel should we decide to buy it. The rest 
is history. We fell in love with the machine at first sight and 
couldn’t leave Iowa without it.

We did have one additional stipulation, though. The car-
ousel came racked in an old 24-foot Ryder van. We asked 
Lyle to show us how to put the carousel together. His initial 
response was “there’s only one way to put it together”, to 
which we replied that if you’ve never seen one being put 
together, how would we know what that “one way” was? So, 
he had one of his helpers show us the basics of how to get 
it out of the truck, put one section together, and then get it 
back into the truck. Making the trip back to California with 
an old moving van that hadn’t been driven in two years was 
quite an adventure in itself, and it would require another 
article to tell that tale. 

Once we returned home, we began considering what we 
might want to do with the carousel and quickly determined 
we did not want to operate it as a business. We both had 
full-time day jobs that required much more than 40 hours 
per week each. We decided to set it up at our place so 
we could admire and work on it and allow neighborhood 
children to enjoy it. When we were unloading it, we found 
part of a tag that showed something from the truck had at 
one time been sold by Norton Auctions at an auction in the 
Washington, D. C. area. 

At any rate, it didn’t take long for word to spread that 
there was a carousel in town and people began showing up 
to see it. Different civic groups and non-profits began asking 
if we’d run it for their events to help raise funds to support 
their causes. 

After some lengthy consideration and discussions with 
our insurance carrier and various city and county agencies, 
we decided we would donate the use of it on a very limited 
basis to causes that were near and dear to our hearts.

Because of my many contacts from work, I was ap-
proached by someone in the District Attorney’s Office to do-
nate the use of the carousel for a fund raiser for our coun-
ty’s Child Abuse Prevention Council. We agreed to do that.  
That was one of our first public runs, held at the Veteran’s 
Hall in Cambria.

We also have many friends who are firemen. Our local 
town of Atascadero sponsored a few Firemen’s Musters 
several years ago and we donated the use of our carousel 
for their annual fund raiser to benefit the Alisa Ann Ruch 
Burn Foundation. The firemen asked a dollar per-ride dona-
tion for the carousel with all proceeds to go to benefit a chil-
dren’s burn camp to pay for fun activities, counseling and 
other camp services for severely burned children. 

All musters were two day events and, at a dollar per 
ride, we usually took in $1,600 - $1,700 in donations for the 
weekend. If someone didn’t have the price of a donation, 
they were allowed to ride free. This became our favorite 
group to work with.

The musters were held in the beautiful Sunken Gardens 
of Atascadero and fire departments came not only from all 
around the state, but from Australia as well. Many brought 
old immaculately restored steam pumpers with teams of 
horses to pull them.

As an aside, the Sunken Gardens are located right next 
to a creek that runs through town. Many homeless people 
live in the creek bed. They came up after hours wanting 
carousel rides and Andy obliged them until a security guard 
ran them off and informed Andy that they caused too many 
problems for all of the other vendors in the park.

Andy always spent the night with the carousel for two day 
events to make sure it wasn’t vandalized and our grandkids 

The inside row of horses are 

stationary and the middle and outer 

rows are jumpers. As with a full-size 

carousel, the outside row animals are 

slightly larger, with raised heads and 

more elaborate trappings. 
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nations for the “Kinship Center” in Templeton, a non-profit 
that collaborates with our county and Child Welfare Servic-
es to provide counseling, advocacy and other services for 
families raising their relatives’ children.

And, we most recently donated the use of our carousel 
for a fun, old fashioned Fourth of July, held at Atascadero 
Lake Park and Zoo on Highway 41 West in Atascadero. 
The park is just a few miles east of Morro Bay, a beauti-
ful seaside town loaded with ambience....and much cooler 
weather in the summers.  I probably spend at least a third of 
my time there each summer to beat the heat in Atascadero.

When Andy was pulling the old Ryder van out from un-
der the large, low growing oak tree where we always hid it 
from public view, to service for the 2010 Winter Wonderland 
event, the engine caught fire and destroyed the entire cab 
of the truck.

We live in a rural portion of Atascadero a few miles west 
of the main part of town and were amazed at how quickly 
our fire department responded.   They saved the oak tree 
and the 24’ box on the van that contained the entire car-
ousel.   Nothing on the carousel was harmed but we were 
left with no way to transport it.  After working with our Main 
Street Association and contacting several people whose 
names they’d come up with as possibilities for transporting 
the carousel, we were successful in getting Doug Portney of 
Portney Construction, Inc. from Paso Robles to donate his 
time, staff, and equipment to haul the carousel for us.  Doug 
had so much fun at the first event that he’s transported the 
carousel for us for every recent event we’ve done.   Our 
community owes Doug a big, “Thanks!”, for his donation to 
the cause, for without it the carousel would no longer be 
operating in public.

We sense that our City Council is beginning to think of 
our carousel as “ours” in the collective sense; “theirs” and 
“ours”.   They are already planning for the next Fourth of 
July event and are making sure that “our” carousel will be 
available.  Only time will tell.  We hope to keep it running for 
future generations of kids.   We’d better start planning with 
Doug now for future events and hope he’ll continue to be 
available to help. 

This photo of the carousel offers a good look at the rounding 
board shields with the cherub faces.

often stayed with him. They all have fond memories of get-
ting to camp out with grandpa and the carousel. 

One of the other more memorable events we were in-
volved in was held at the Paso Robles Youth Authority facility. 
Before they closed, they often provided a group of inmates 
with guards to assemble and disassemble the carousel for 
us at events all over the county. Getting their pre-parole kids 
out in public and exposed to the community was part of their 
mission. These kids loved working with the carousel. The 
Youth Authority asked if we’d be willing to donate the use of 
the carousel for their annual Christmas Head Start Program 
party one year. We agreed as they’d done so much for us 
over the years. Many of the inmates’ families and children, 
nieces, nephews and others were present. 

The Youth Authority assigned a pre-parole inmate to 
each child to help that child in riding the carousel and col-
lecting presents that had been donated by the community.  
All went well and everyone had a wonderful time. Many of 
the inmates came in with a “tough” demeanor and went out 
looking like kids having fun for the first time in their lives.

As usually happens for all of us, life got busy in other 
directions, and we were unable to donate the use of the 
carousel for many years. 

We’ve recently donated the use of it for the past two 
Atascadero “Winter Wonderland” events, held in the Sunk-
en Gardens for Christmas. This past year we accepted do-

Our oldest grandson raising the canopy. This photo also 
gives a good look at the upper gear, the gears and crank 
rods, the various metal braces and sweeps, and the brushes 
for the electrical pickup for lighting.
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Each Carousel Company Had a Unique Set of Colors That They Used Again and Again

Color Planning for a Carousel: Part 1
Collecting Color Information

By Rosa V. Patton 
Reprinted from Rosa’s blog at www.rosapatton.com

Original factory painting techniques and original color 
on carousels and carousel animals vary from com-
pany to company. Each company had a unique 

set of colors they used again and 
again, and company painters painted 
in the same style and had unique 
ways of further decorating animals 
and trim, such as pin striping, painted 
designs and metallic finishes. Also, 
some carousel companies were lo-
cated in the same geographic area, 
such as the Philadelphia Toboggan 
Company and the Dentzel Compa-
ny which were located on the same 
street in Germantown, PA. Those 
companies in close proximity to each 
other possibly  shared painters, (as Archive photo of an Illions Supreme Carousel.

well as carvers). The result is that each company (or area) 
has a distinct color palette and painting style, and I have 
been interested throughout my career to find and note these 
distinctions. Whenever possible, even on a single animal, I 
like to document the original painting and designs before 
proceeding on a restoration project. 

A color planning project for the 
restoration of a carousel might begin 
with a direct exploration of the paint 
layers on each animal and piece.  
For my current project on an Illions 
Supreme carousel, manufactured in 
1927 by the Illions Company of New 
York, I flew to Los Angeles from my 
North Carolina home in September 
2010, to do just that. Working in the 
workshop of the managing restorer 
of the Illions, Dan Horenberger, who 
owns Brass Ring Entertainment, I 
met up with the animal painters for 

The already painted outer-row Illions Supreme horses at  Brass Ring Entertainment’s shop in late fall of 2010.
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the project, Pam Hessey and Lise Liepman. Over the past 
25 years or so Pam and Lise have completed the paint-
ing of the entire outside row of animals on this carousel.  
They chose the colors for individual animals each time they 
painted one. In 1986 I did some exploratory color work on 
the original layer of several of the un-restored animals of the 
inside row. Pam also restored to original paint a small inside 
row animal some years ago.

Armed with the results of my 1986 work and photocop-
ies of Dan’s recent documentary photos of each animal, my 
goal for the 2010 Los Angeles meeting was to document the 
colors that Pam and Lise used and to discover and docu-
ment the original factory colors and designs on the remain-
ing inside row un-restored animals.

Pam and Lise graciously agreed to document the colors 
they used, which freed me up to spend all of my 3 days 
on the un-restored inside row animals. While Pam and Lise 
did their work, I began mine by methodically cleaning 10 to 
20 sample areas to the original paint on each animal. As 
is typical of many antique carousel figures, especially on a 
working carousel, layer after layer of paint had been applied 

over the years to the animals leaving no clue on the surface 
of what the original factory paint job might have looked like.  
By cleaning sample areas I was hopeful that something of 
the original paint might be left for observation and learn-
ing underneath the re-paintings. I quickly found that there 
was plenty of color information left on the original layer. That 
means that these animals were never stripped to bare wood 
as is sometimes the case. I cleaned “windows” through 
the many layers of park paint to expose areas of the origi-
nal paint and/or design applied in the Illions factory. After 
suiting up with gear appropriate for protection against old 
lead paints, I began cleaning using an Exacto knife and a 
#22 Exacto blade, sometimes using a little heat from a hair 
dryer or a heat gun. 

(NOTE: Dealing with old paint applied before 1978 in the 
USA involves disturbing lead paint – so please read Rosa’s 
blog entry, “The Dirty Side of Restoration”, about safety 
when disturbing old paint reprinted on the next page.) 

For this project, sample areas varied in size and I made 
sample areas only big enough to identify color unless I no-
ticed a painted design or shading. If I noticed a design, I 
cleaned enough area to completely expose it.  If I saw shad-
ing like dark blue to light blue, for example, I cleaned a strip 
sample to show the variation. 

After I had cleaned as many sample areas as I felt was 
needed, the next task was to document the found colors in 
an organized way for use later. Each animal was given a 
temporary number for my purposes. Since I had a relatively 
small number of sample areas on the current Illions proj-
ect, each sample area on each animal was given a simple 
number designation. (On other projects where I have 40 to 
50 sample areas, I divide the sample areas into groups cor-
responding to the design component from which they came.  
For example, all of the sample areas on the saddle might 
be given the letter designation “C” and bridle samples the 
letter “B”, etc.  In a larger project, if there is more than one 
sample area on the saddle or in the “C” designation, these 
would numbered from 1 upward, for example C-1, C-2, etc.)  
In the Illions project, these sample area numbers were writ-

Color sample areas on an un-restored Illions horse.

Detail sample areas.

Original factory design on blanket.
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ten on a card and temporarily attached to the animal for 
photographs and notations.   I   photographed each animal 
with an overall shot and with several close up shots to illus-
trate found colors and designs.  Special attention was paid 
to being sure that every sample area was represented in the 
set of photos and that the animal number was included in 
each shot for later identification.

All colors were matched to color swatches from the Mun-
sell Book of Color Glossy Finish Collection. (For those of 
you not familiar with this color system, it is a universally 
accepted system for matching and recording color and is 
many times used to notate historic color.) I used the photo-
copies of Dan’s documentary photos on which to record the 
color numbers as well as sample area numbers.

After finding and recording color on the animals I cleaned 

sample areas and recorded original color on the pieces of 
the carousel upper trim; rounding boards, shields, mirror 
frames, etc.  Again, I numbered sample areas, took photos, 
and made written color notations.

By the time I left the work site, I had collected a decent 
amount of color information to take back to my studio for 
processing. Pam organized the colors that she and Lise col-
lected into a usable list of Munsell notations and sent it to 
my studio via e-mail.  I was now ready to organize all of the 
colors including the original and the Pam & Lise colors into 
a color palette and guide for painting the rest of the animals 
and pieces.

Next time:  Part 2 – Organizing Colors and Making a 
Color Palette.

Detail of sample area on trim.
Original factory design on blanket enlarged.

Restoring something as  interesting as a carousel 
animal or a band organ front sounds a bit glamor-
ous and wonderful, and it is, but you might be think-

ing only of the painting part.  The total time spent restoring 
a carousel animal or organ front usually involves only about 
10% to 20% painting; that’s the fun part.  The other 80 % to 
90% of the work is DIRTY, is not always fun, and is poten-
tially toxic.  Usually there is old paint to be cleaned off the 
piece and that means the use of paint removers or other 
solvents.  If the piece being restored was made or painted 
in the USA before 1978, it most likely has lead paint on it.  
(The Europeans removed lead from most commercial paints 
in the early 1900′s).  Even fumes from paints and varnishes 
can be toxic.  None of this stuff is good for adult human be-
ings, and children are more susceptible, especially to lead.  
Protective safety measures must be taken, and children as 
well as pets must always be kept out of the work area.

On my first project, the restoration of the Pullen Park 

The Dirty Side of Restoration...
By Rosa V. Patton 
Reprinted from Rosa’s blog at www.rosapatton.com

Rosa Patton in full protective gear at Glen Echo Carousel.
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Long Lost Carousels:

(EDITOR’S NOTE: In our special PTC issue in June, 2010, we were forced to run a number of great PTC archive photos fairly 
small, and promised to use them larger at a later date. Here is one of a long, lost machine. Thanks again to Tom Rebbie and 
the PTC Archives and to Jean Bennett for providing the great scans of these priceless photos.)

Long Lost Carousels:



Carousel News & Trader, February 2013 25www.carouselnews.com

1912 PTC #22 • 5 Rows • Code name: “Classfi”
This massive 5-row machine had all jumpers on the inner 4 rows. The carousel operated 

in Asbury Park, NJ. But it’s glory days on the boardwalk were cut short when it was 
destroyed by fire. The exact date is unknown, but it is thought to be in the 1930s 

PTC Archive photo courtesy Tom Rebbie and the PTC Archives, scan by Jean Bennett

1912 PTC #22 • 5 Rows • Code name: “Classfi”
This massive 5-row machine had all jumpers on the inner 4 rows. The carousel operated 

in Asbury Park, NJ. But it’s glory days on the boardwalk were cut short when it was 
destroyed by fire. The exact date is unknown, but it is thought to be in the 1930s 

PTC Archive photo courtesy Tom Rebbie and the PTC Archives, scan by Jean Bennett



Carousel News & Trader, February 201326 www.carouselnews.com

Carousel in Raleigh, NC, I became aware 
of lead in old paint after a warning from my 
doctor and thanks to that warning, I began 
to protect myself early in my career. In the 
late 1990s, I was required to attend a four 
day class in a “Lead School” for training in 
lead abatement so that I would be allowed 
to work on site on the carousel at Glen Echo 
Park in Maryland. It was in this class  that 
I learned that in the United States, there 
were no effective laws governing lead use 
in commercial paints until 1978. So, in the 
USA, any paint on any thing that was ap-
plied up until 1978 most likely contains lead. That goes for 
carousels as well as houses and other items. Also, lead is 
still legally used in some paints in all parts of the world. Here 
in the USA, some colors of my favorite brand of sign paint-
er’s paints contained lead until formulas were changed sev-
eral years ago. Although Europe has lead laws, some colors 
of some British made artist oil paints available here in the 
USA still contain lead, and it is my understanding that the 
use of paint with lead content is allowed in some historic 
houses in the USA and Great Britain. If you sand or scrape 

paint that contains lead and make dust, you can ingest it 
and hurt yourself. You can also spread  toxic lead dust  to 
other members of your family directly on your body or cloth-
ing. Lead accumulates in the soft tissues of the body like 
the brain, and this accumulation over time does its damage 
causing brain and nerve damage and digestive, hearing 
and reproductive problems.

Methylene chloride paint removers are banned in some 
states but are still available here in my state of North Caro-
lina. You can take a whiff of this remover and KNOW that it 
is very dangerous to human beings. You can read the warn-
ings on the label and be sure of it. Recently I have been us-

ing a non toxic paint remover called “Back 
To Nature Ultra Strip” for some  stripping 
jobs,  but I still have not completely given 
up the use of methylene chloride. There are 
some projects where nothing else will work. 
Alkyd and oil paints, mineral spirits, lacquer 
thinners and varnishes all carry cautionary 
labels warning of toxic fumes, cancer, and 
damage to the nervous system.

How do I protect myself? I always work 
outside when I use methylene chloride paint 
remover. I have a covered porch that is a 
perfect  open air  work space for 8 months 
out of the year. I wear a protective Tyvek 

suit, a respirator approved for organic vapors and chemical 
resistant gloves. For paints, varnishes and other solvents, I 
follow the safety directions on the warning labels. 

Sometimes I do a lot of dry scraping of old paint to ex-
pose original factory paint. This makes a lot of dry dust that 
is certainly contaminated with lead. Rather than work on my 
porch where I can’t control the dust, I work in an isolated 
room with the floor covered in 6 mil plastic. For personal pro-
tection against the lead in this dust, I wear a Tyvek suit over 
my clothing, a protective hair net, a respirator approved for 

Ron Rozzelle and Lisa Falstrom working on the Glen Echo 
Park Dentzel Carousel.

Mirror panel from the Glen Echo Dentzel.

“Before starting any 
restoration project, you 
should know the facts 

about the materials 
you will be using and 
disturbing, especially 
about old lead paint.”
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lead, and disposable surgical gloves. I vacuum after every 
scraping session with a vacuum that has a HEPA filter ap-
proved for lead. I leave my protective suit in the “dirty room”, 
wipe the bottoms of my shoes with a baby wipe, dispose of 
gloves, and wash my face and hands every time I leave the 
room. I clean my mask and shower and wash my hair after 
a day of scraping. I clean the room thoroughly, replace plas-
tic on the floor periodically, and dispose of refuse according 
to the laws of my state.

Before starting any restoration project, you should know 
the facts about the materials you will be using and disturb-
ing, especially about old lead paint. You should read all 
labels and follow safety directions carefully. Further safety 
information on all materials can be found on the Internet 
through search engines like Google. I found several great 
articles on protecting yourself from old lead paint at:

www.ehow.com/how_7479929_remove-lead-paint-1920s-home.html
and at:

www.healthvermont.gov/enviro/lead/documents/Dont_Spread_Lead.2008.pdf
I use these hazardous materials every day so I must be 

vigilant about protecting my health. I think everybody should 
be aware of these safety concerns when doing any restora-
tion that involves old paint, paint strippers, varnishes and 
solvents. Even a painting project done by a contractor in 
(or outside) your older home should be done using environ-
mentally responsible methods and with safety measures in 
place. You do not want to contaminate your home with lead 
and expose yourself and your children to potential life long 
damage from toxic fumes or dust. 

My professional advice is to know the safety issues for 
the materials you are dealing with, protect yourself and your 
environment, and keep it clean! 

Available from the Connecticut Press at:
www.connecticutpress.com

or call: 1.203.268.6784
All major credit cards accepted.

Great Gifts for All Occasions!

NEW RELEASES:

Carousel History Resources

Rosa Patton charting carousel colors and color schemes.
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1922 Spillman Menagerie - Mix
 40’ in diameter, restored ready for installation.

This carousel is a beautiful machine, with 38 animals as well as a 
spinning tub and a chariot, and some rare factory options.  This 

may be the only carousel with these options in the world!  
It features a Spillman Eng. spinning 

“lovers tub” and 2 rows of special animals, 
including small jumping horses for the 

very young. These animals only jump half 
as high as the normal animals.

FOR SALE

A ll   th  i n gs   caro    u sel    for    o v er   3 5  y ears  

Brass RingTM

Entertainment
1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T  •  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2

818-394-0028 • fax:  818-332-0062
e m a i l :  s a l e s @ c a r o u s e l . c o m  •  w w w . c a r o u s e l . c o m

1922 Spillman Engineering Menagerie

This machine is restored 
and available for immediate 

installation. (Indoors only).

Visit us at IAAPA in Booth #4026Visit us at IAAPA in Booth #4026Visit us at IAAPA in Booth #4026
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This article is the first in a series designed to give a 
step-by-step look at the procedure for the restoration 
of an antique carousel figure. Depending on the con-

dition of the piece, the first step is typically partial or com-
plete dismantling of it to remove any nails, screws, or other 
improper patchwork found on most authentic, and once 
hard working, carousel figures. Of course, once dismantled, 
the separate wood elements of the piece are repaired and 
the figure is reassembled as it was originally, with glue and 
dowels. But first things first.

Lourinda and I use similar techniques for dismantling a 
piece, but we use different tools. For example, I like to use a 
reciprocating saw or Sawszall for cutting through nails and 
screws, but Lourinda prefers to use a hacksaw blade as she 
finds the power tool is too heavy in her hand. In this article 
you will see how we both handle the work.

(Throughout this article, after I describe my technique, 
Lourinda has added her slightly different technique to accom-
plish the same task. Lournida’s additions will be in italics).    

In my example, I am working on a circa 1899 English 

centaur carved by C. J. Spooner of Burton on Trent, who 
carved many such pieces to honor the officers of the Boer 
War. This centaur is of Field Marshall Earl Frederick Rob-
erts, and in this version he is shown wearing many of the 
medals he was awarded for service to his country. 

This figure is part of the Swen Swenson Collection, a 
portion of which is now in the collection of Running Horse 
Studio. For her example, Lourinda uses one of the Allan 
Herschell jumpers from Marshall Scotty’s Playland carousel 
formerly in El Cajon, CA. 

But first, the centaur. Lourinda and I had been talking 
about restoring this piece for many years. knowing it would 
be a massive and expensive undertaking, requiring consid-
erable time and effort. While in Swen’s possession, it had 
been stored in a metal building with a leaky roof, and rain 
had dripped onto the padded saddle, causing the underly-
ing wood to rot. This led to further issues of dry rot and 
metal corrosion in the remainder of the piece. 

Because of the extensive damage from wood rot, and 
the corroded metal fasteners used both in the construction 
and field repairs, the piece needed to be completely taken 
apart. As an example, there must have been a dozen 6” 

Restoring a Carousel Figure Series By Ron Purdy, With Lourinda Bray 

Carousel Figure Restoration “How To”  
Part 1 - Wood Repair Preparation

By Ron Purdy with Lourinda Bray
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

English centaur honoring Field Marshall Earl Frederick Roberts, picture here before striping the paint.
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nails trying to hold just one of the front legs onto the body.  
All of the nails were badly corroded and the wood around 
them had started to rot. 

Since this was to be a complete dismantling, I decided 
to “break the piece up” into subsections first. I removed the 
legs, first by driving a rigid putty knife into the seam with a 
hammer to open the seam up enough to get a saw blade 
into it so that I could saw whatever nails and/or screws there 
were in two (shown above). 

(This is where I use the 1” flat chisel because it makes a 
wider separation that allows the saw blade to go in further. 
It can also be used to pry the seam open as well.)  

Next, I removed both sides of the body using the same 
procedure to open the seams and cut through the nails with 
the Sawzall or the hacksaw blade (top right). Then I sepa-
rated the torso of the human section of the piece from the 
horse section in the same manner. (On a horse, you would 
separate the neck from the body now.) I removed the top of 
the horse body, which left the belly section still attached to 
the chest and rump. Lastly, I separated the belly from those 
two pieces. 

Once the centaur was separated into these subsections, 
the removal of the nails and bits of dried up glue became 
easier and more manageable. I try to remove as many nails 
and screws as possible and in this case, as the piece was 
both assembled and repaired with nails, there were many of 
them. I was able to get approximately 98% of the metal out 

of the piece. Since I had cut through the nails and screws, 
this meant I had to remove both ends. All of them were rust-
ed in place and for the nails, instead of round heads and 
shanks, most of them were oval in shape and counter sunk 
about 1/4 of an inch, adding greatly to the difficulty in their 
removal. 

Now I turned to my plug cutters, cordless drill, nail set-
ters, awl and Vice-Grips. I used a plug cutter to drill a coun-
ter sunk hole around the nail or screw, with the size of either 
determining the size of the plug cutter (below left). Smaller 
nails needed a 1/4” cutter and a 3/4” for really large nails 
or screws, for example. I am usually able to drill a counter 
sunk hole around the screw or nail, which allows clearance, 
once the plug is removed, to get a small Vice-Grip onto it. 

(If you don’t own a set of plug cutters, you can chisel out 
a depression around the offending metal piece with a 1/2” 
flat chisel. You just want to expose enough of the shaft of 
the nail to get a nail puller or Vice-Grip on it. For a screw 
bottom, use the Vice-Grips and twist it to back it out. To re-
move the head end, expose the head, clean out the slot, put 
the blade of the screwdriver in, stand over the piece with all 
your weight going down into the driver and slowly back the 
screw out. Sometimes it helps to drill little holes around the 
screw to break up the seal between the rust and the wood. 
For a nail head end, use the nail setter and hammer to bang 
the cut end into the wood and out the top side.)  

Since all of the nails were rusted into the wood, very few 
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An English carousel centaur 
carved by C. J. Spooner, ca. 1899. 
Spooner carved many such pieces 
to honor the officers of the Boer 
War. This centaur features Field 
Marshall Earl Frederick Roberts. 
Because there was such extensive 
damage from both wood rot and 
corroded metal fasteners (used 
in the construction and in the 
many repairs), the restoration 
of this figure would necessitate 
a complete dismantling.

were able to be pulled at this stage.   So I used 
my drill driver with a small drill bit to drill around 
each nail to help free them up (page 28 bottom 
right), sometimes inserting an awl or a punch into 
the drilled holes to pry back and forth and help 
loosen the rusted nail further. I was then able to 
get the Vice-Grips to pull the nail out hopefully in 
one piece. 

(You must remove as much metal as you pos-
sibly can as it will continue to rust and cause wood 
failure in the future if you don’t. The only exception 
I will allow is when a nail was installed at the fac-
tory [such as those attaching the head to the neck 
on this piece] and it still has it’s hard white putty 
and whiting filler over it, the joint or area is undam-
aged, and there is no sign of rust coming through 
to the surface.)

After removing all the metal from the subsec-

tions, ie., the legs, side, top, torso, bel-
ly, rear and chest, I then disassembled 
them further into their various component 
parts, keeping each subsection separate 

to avoid confusion during reassembly (bottom left). 
As before, once the subsections were dismantled, 
it was time for more nail removal using the same 
techniques as before. All in all, I probably removed 
over 300 nails and a bunch of screws. I also re-
moved the metal belly plate as well as the metal 
brackets under the legs, the hollow brass neck 
handle and the pipe running through the body.

(Ron has not described a method for the re-
moval of the dreaded corrugated fastener. Place 
the blade end of a narrow chisel screwdriver 
against the center of the fastener where it bridges 
the seam and strike the handle end with a ham-
mer, being careful not to hit your hand. The idea 
is to cut all the way through the fastener so only 
a thin bladed driver will work. Once you have cut 
through all the fasteners you can open the seam 
in the manner already described. Now,using your 

thin screwdriver again, tap the 
halved fastener up and out of the 
wood enough to get vice grips or 
nail puller onto it.)  

With the piece completely 
taken apart laminate by laminate 
(center), and having removed as 
many nails and screws as pos-
sible, the next task is cleaning 
the individual pieces. In this case 
there were around 40 of them. 
Along with the cleaning is deter-
mining how to replace the rotted 
wood with new basswood and 
what can be salvaged with pen-
etrating epoxy.  All subjects to be 
covered for next time.
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SEPARATING THE SEAMS 

PHOTO A - Drive a 1 1/2” flat chisel into the seam separation 
between the leg and the shoulder. 

PHOTO B - Drive an extra large chisel screwdriver into the gap 
and move the flat chisel further down the joint and reset it. This 
leg was so loose it could be pried apart by using opposing forces 
on the chisel and screwdriver. 

PHOTO C - Nails sticking out of the body at the seam. If the leg 
had been separated but not wobbly, it would have been better to 
have cut the nails with a hacksaw blade as shown in “Taking Off 
The Leg Side.” 

The following series of photos shows Lourinda’s methods for the same nail, screw, metal plate (and other 
make-shift fastener) removal that Ron did on his centaur. Lourinda is working on her Allan Herschell jumper.

B

PHOTO D  & E  - Remove nails from the body using vice grips or 
a nail puller. 

PHOTO F  & G - I found a screw that had to be backed out with 
vice grips. 

PHOTO H - Pound nails out to the top surface and remove with a 
nail puller. 
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Both Lourinda and I use a wide variety of tools to dis-
assemble a piece; several sizes of stiff putty knives, 
a good sized hammer, plug cutters in 1/4”, 1/2” and 
3/4” sizes, nail setters, needle nose pliers, pry bars, 
three different sizes of vice grip pliers (including a 
needle nose), chisel and phillips screw drivers, a 
Japanese draw saw, a cordless drill driver, a hack-
saw blade, an awl, a nail punch and a Sawzall.  Lou-
rinda also uses a 1 1/2”, 1”, 3/4” and 1/2” flat chisels, 
a nail puller, and extra large chisel screw drivers. 
Lourinda also uses shallow blocks of wood to act 
as fulcrums and she wraps her hacksaw blades with 
duct or painters tape on one end to make a handle. 

Tools of the Restoration Trade

TAKING OFF THE LEG SIDE 

PHOTO I & J  - Use a hacksaw blade wrapped on one end with 
duct tape to make a handle to cut through nails and screws. 

REMOVING THE METAL
PHOTO K - One method to remove the hard putty and whiting 
filler over a screw is to use a Phillips head bit in a drill driver to 
grind it out. 

PHOTO L - Nails and a screw cut in half on the inside surface of 
the laminate. 

PHOTO M - Use nail set to pound the head end out from the 
inside surface of the laminate. 

PHOTO N - The nail now sticking out from the top side. 
PHOTO O - Pulling the nail out with vice grips or a nail puller.   

PHOTO P - If pieces of laminate split off during metal removal, 
it’s okay.  Just number the pieces on the back, place them in a 
labeled envelope or cup and reglue them later. 
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REMOVING THE METAL FROM THE INSIDE SUR-
FACE OF THE BODY
PHOTO Q - Using a 3/4” flat chisel with the bevel facing the nail 
or screw, cut a square shape into the wood about 1/4” deep. 

PHOTO R - Using a narrower chisel, chip out the wood inside the 
square to expose the fastener. 

PHOTO S - Use a vice grip to partially back the metal out. If it’s 
a nail, use a shallow block of wood to act as a fulcrum. If it’s a 
screw, just twist it out completely. 
PHOTO T - Finish removing nails with a nail puller. 

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

For more information call (626) 639-0313 
or email antiquecarousels@gmail.com

C a r o u s e l  C o l l e c t i b l e s  &  M o r e

b u y i n g  •  s e l l i n g  •  c o n s i g n m e n t s

Antique Figures • Contemporary Figures • Full Carousels
Rocking Horses • Carousel Art • Other Collectibles

www   . A n ti  q u E C a r o u s el  s . c o m

Hennecke Carousel Fireman on a Ladder
Six-feet tall. From the Bud Hurlbut Estate. REDUCED $2,500

Original PTC Rounding Board
From the Royal American Shows portable PTC- $3,500 $2,900

Leaded Stained Glass Carousel Horse
In solid oak frame. 62.25″ x 52″ - $3,900
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PHOTO Z - The screw is out (left).
PHOTO ZZ - It was a bolt, not a screw, and the nut was on the 
other side of the knee (right). 

REMOVING THE METAL FROM THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE KNEE

PHOTO A3 - Screw heads exposed (left). PHOTO A4  - Proceed 
to remove the screws as was done on the other side. 

PHOTO U - All clean and ready for wood repair. 

GETTING A DOUBLE LAP JOINT APART
(The technique is the same for the front and rear legs.) 

PHOTO V - Clean the slot of the screw head out with a thin 
bladed chisel screwdriver. Hold a larger screwdriver vertically, 
set the blade end into the slot, and give the handle 3 or 4 sharp, 
hard  raps to break the seal between the rust and the wood. 

PHOTO W - Stand over the screwdriver with as much body weight 
as you can running down into the driver. Slowly, keeping up the 
pressure, get the screw to start moving. If it still won’t move, 
pound on the slot again. Eventually, the screw should give up and 
start moving. Sometimes you have to drill around the screw with 
a little drill bit so that you can get some wiggle room. Continue to 
slowly back the screw out, keeping the pressure going. 

PHOTO Y - If the screw just spins and won’t back out, work a thin 
screwdriver blade under the screw head and pry it up a bit as you 
continue to back the driver out. 

PHOTO A1 - The white spots are the factory filler over the 
screws. The dark area held the nut from the bolt. (left) 
PHOTO A2 - Chip filler out with a chisel or screwdriver. (right) 
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C. W. Parker Carousel #91. (No Horses) 
36-ft., 3-row, stored in semi-trailer for 17 years.

A real piece of history.  
Carousel operated in Pine Lake Park, Caroga Lake, NY, 
for 30 years and then Rocky Glen Park in Moosic, PA. 

Last operated in Pennsylvania in 1990. Asking $52,500. 
All reasonable offers considered. 

(626) 639-0313

FOR SALE

1903 C.W. PARKER CAROUSEL

Come join us for a relaxing weekend with Carousel 
West at Asilomar State Park on the CA coast in Pacific 
Grove. The dates for 2012 are Friday evening June 15 
through noon on Sunday June 17.

You can make new friends and catch up with carousel people 
and ideas. We will be having some interesting programs and also 
time to visit the beach or just do nothing.Make it a longer vaca-
tion and visit nearby Monterey, Carmel or San Francisco.

The price, including community meals, rooms with a view 
and fireplace but no TV to interrupt is $300 for double occupancy 
and $450 for single occupancy. For information, contact Linda 
Allen at alleniana@comcast.net. We hope to see you there!

Come join us for a relaxing weekend with Carousel 
West at Asilomar State Park on the CA coast in Pacific 
Grove. The dates for 2013 are Friday evening June 21 
through noon on Sunday June 23.

You can make new friends and catch up with carousel people 
and ideas. We will be having some interesting programs and also 
time to visit the beach or just do nothing. Make it a longer vaca-
tion and visit nearby Monterey, Carmel or San Francisco.

The price, including community meals, rooms with a view 
and fireplace but no TV to interrupt is $350 for double occupancy 
and $525 for single occupancy. 

Contact Jean Bennett at carouselwest@gmail.com for more 
information. We hope to see you there!

Carousel West 
at Asilomar, CA
Carousel West 
at Asilomar, CA

HOW TO REMOVE CORRUGATED FASTENERS
PHOTO B1 - Fasteners bridging the seam of the knee. 

PHOTO 2B - Place a narrow bladed chisel screwdriver in the 
center of the fastener where it bridges the seam and strike the 
handle with a hammer (being careful not to hit your hand). Be 
sure you feel metal on metal as you cut the fastener in two. 

PHOTO 3B - Fastener is now halved (left). PHOTO 4B - The 
lower fasteners bridged air only. But there were nails down inside 
the seam. Cut these with a hacksaw blade (right). 

PHOTO B5 - The double lap joint now apart. The halved fasten-
ers can be seen at the top of the knee and the other two uncut 
ones at the bottom (left). PHOTO B6 - Place the blade of a nar-
row chisel screwdriver against the lower edge of the fastener and 
tap it with a hammer to drive it out to the top a bit (right).   
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Top Quality 
Carousel Horse Hair Tails

We are continuing the service of
supplying the same high quality tails that 
June Reely offered through her business, 

Flying Tails.

We have all colors and sizes available
and in any quanity.

Also restoration services available. 

Contact: Lourinda Bray
Running Horse Studio

1660 La Vista Place
pasadena, CA 91103

(626) 793-1303
rindalsb@sbcglobal.net

 

        A division of Roseville Rocklin Electric 

 

AMUSEMENT PARK and RIDE INSPECTIONS 

WORLD WIDE.  QSI, New Ride, Insurance, 

As-Built, Major Modification.  Trial Expert. 

Maintenance and Electrical Techniques. AC 

Drives, Motor Controls and Radio Remote.   

Accident investigation.  Over 30 years exp. 

www.safetycertify.com    916-772-2698 

 

AMUSEMENT PARK and RIDE INSPECTIONS 

WORLD WIDE, QSI, New Ride, Insurance, As-

Built, Major Modification, Trial Expert, Main-

tenance and Electrical Techniques, AC Drives, 

Motor Controls and Radio Remote. 

Accident Investigation. Over 30 years exp. 

www.safetycertify.com   916-772-2698

10-Year Whitewater Inspections10-Year Whitewater Inspections

PHOTO B7 - Use vice grips or a nail puller to work the rest of 
the fastener out of the joint (left). PHOTO B8 - The fasteners are 
gone (right). 

(Next time I’ll show my way of accomplishing simple 
wood repairs and get the leg back together. Many thanks 
to Carolyn Caverly who acted as my hand model.)

(EDITOR’S NOTE: If anyone has any specific questions re-
garding this article on preliminary wood restoration, remov-
ing fasteners and other metal or other related restoration is-
sues, please feel free to email them to info@carouselnews.
com with Restoration Article” in the heading. I’ll do my best 
to forward them on and get you an answer if possible).
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Carousel Calendar
AUCTION

April 18. 1013 11 AM
St. Joseph, MI. Schoenbach Carousel Collection Auction. 
The collection of Al and his late wife, Dagne, includes a 
number of great horses. Among them is an armored S&G 
lead horse, a partially armored Muller, a roached mane 
Dentzel and some nice PTCs, Carmels and others. There 
will also be chariots, shields, rounding boards, panels and 
more collectibles at the public auction. To be held at the 
The Silver Beach Center, 333 Broad Street, St. Joseph, 
MI. Preview on April 17 from 3-6 pm. For more information 
visit www.belchermcpherson.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS

April 18-21, 2013
Puyallup , WA. The Annual Puyallup Spring Fair. Home to 
historic 1917 PTC #43 carousel and this is one of just two 
opportunities each year to ride it. At the Spring Fair, there is 
a classic auto show, a Truck Show, rides, exhibits and lots 
of food and fun for kids. For further information visit www.
thefair.com/spring-fair.

June 7-9, 2013
Bickleton, WA. 103rd Annual Alder Creek Pioneer Picnic 
and Rodeo. Washington State’s Oldest Rodeo will be held 
June 7-9, 2013 at the Cleveland Park. This is your one 
chance a year to ride their 1905 Herschell-Spillman. The 
steam powered track carousel came to Bickleton from Port-
land’s Oaks Park in 1929. For more information visit www.
aldercreekpioneerpicnicrodeo.weebly.com.

June 21-23, 2013 
Asilomar, CA. Carousel West at Asilomar 2013 will be held 
the weekend of June 21-23. Please note that this is not Fa-
ther’s Day weekend. Deposits are being accepted now, so 
reserve your space. For reservations and information, con-
tact: Jean Bennett at carouselwest@gmail.com.

COAA AND AMICA BAND ORGAN RALLYS
Bring your band organ, big or small, or just stop by and 
enjoy the music. For more information, www.coaa.us.

March 15-17, 2013
Kissimmee, FL. COAA winter meeting. Held in Bradenton/
Sarasota, Florida and hosted by Ron & Mary Jo Bopp. 
For information, email rbopp1@tampabay.rr.com or visit 
www.floridagathering.weebly.com.

April 27-28, 2013
Holland, MI. COAA Spring Rally at Dutch Village. The 
first organ rally of the 2013 season, hosted by Jim and 
Donna Partrick. For information, www.dutchvillage.wee-
bly.com, or email: jpartrick@juno.com.

SEND US YOUR EVENTS!
Fax (818) 332-7944 

or email info@carouselnews.com.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This came as a fun email announcement. 
And for all of their hard work spreading band organ and carou-
sel cheer, I thought the Goodale’s deserved some nice praise, 
and of course “Dentzel” needs his 15 minutes of fame.)

 “There’s a new Dentzel dog! Yup that’s right, a genuine!  
Over Christmas we got a new yellow lab puppy. After some 
time of thinking and tossing ideas around we finally settled 
on Dentzel. Actually it’s “Dentzel Jumper” on formal occa-
sions. So far he has been a great dog, happy, healthy, and 
loves his blue squeaky toy. No paint or brass, but he has the 
jumping part down pretty good. Woof.”

Rob and Helen Goodale

Albino Tiger Appears at PA Auction

In mid-January, 
this albino tiger ap-
peared at a Pook 
and Pook auction in Downington, PA. The listing for the fig-
ure read; “Outside row standing carousel tiger, ca. 1910, 
probably from the workshop of Daniel Muller, 52 1/2” h., 59” 
w. Condition report: Wood. Center body is hollow. The pole 
hole goes all the way through the body, 1” dia. Piece is an 
antique. Paint is not original. Not a good painted surface 
(probably done in the last 10 years). Provenance: large pri-
vate Pennsylvania collection.”  The figure sold at the Jan. 
12 auction for $34,200 including the buyer’s premium.

Carousel News Briefs

Listed as a ca. 1910 
Daniel Muller tiger, 

this carousel albino 
sold for $34,200 

(including buyer’s 
premium) at a Pook 
and Pook auction in 

PA on January 12.

Heads-Up “Bruno” - There’s 
a Denzel Dog in Town Now
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c.1915 Parker Patriotic Stargazer. 
Older restoration.  $6,900

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

6 2 6 - 6 3 9 - 0 3 1 3  •  a n t i q u e c a r o u s e l s @ g m a i l . c o m
www   . A n ti  q u E C a r o u s el  s . c o m

Looking for a figure? Let us find it for you. Selling a figure? Let us sell it for you.

Rare 1920s Herschell-Spillman 
zebra. Old paint.  $4,800

C. W. Parker Jumper with Grape 
Leaves and Jewels.  $6,500

1890s Dentzel Prancer. 
Double-eagle saddle.  $6,700

Early 1900s Carmel Stander. 
Second Row.  $6,900

1907 C. W. Parker Outside Row 
from Fountain Park, KY.   $3,000

Visit us at IAAPA in Booth #4026

 Early 1900s Dentzel Jumper. 
Beautiful restoration with 

Pam Hessey paint job. $10,500

Dentzel Jumper

ca. 1910-15 Herschell-Spillman 
Jumper. Professionally restored 

and primed. $5,500

Herschell-Spillman Pine Grove PTC

ca. 1905 Muller/PTC From Pine 
Grove PTC #9. Restored in 

stains by Pam Hessey. $27,500

Whalom Park 1890s Looff 
Outside Row. $$9,900

Looff

ca. 1908 Coney Island Looff
From the 1986 John Ringling 
Art Auction. Asking $11,900

ca. 1895 Dentzel Stander. Well 
Known Provenance. $12,500
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C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S
CLASSIFIED ADS:  70¢ per word, number or abbreviation per insertion for 1 to 3 insertions. (Phone numbers or address numbers count as one word). 50¢ 
per word, per insertion for 4 or more insertions. Classified ads should be prepaid by check or credit card.  Ads must be received by the 1st of the month 
to be included in the next month’s issue. Repeat ads that run 6 times or more are 50¢ per word and can be invoiced in three-month increments.   Mail to 
Carousel News & Trader, 11001 Peoria Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 or Fax to (818) 332-7944. Email to: sales@carouselnews.com.

 ANTIQUE FIGURES
Antique Carousel Figures - The internet’s foremost dealer in antique 
carousel horses, menagerie animals and trim. Buy/Sell/Restore/Appraise/
Broker. Website: www.mycarousel.com.  Email: mycarousel@mycarousel.
com. Phone: 978-534-4538. Sandy & Gary Franklin, 245 Merriam Avenue, 
Leominster, MA 01453.

1920s Allan Herschell carousel horse. All wood jumper. Park paint. 
$1,100 obo. (317) 443-3675, (317) 638-9713. 

ESTATE SALE - Death in family. Collections must be sold. Prices are 
reasonable. Counter offers welcome. ALL are restored. Stands are 
included. Call (405) 751-0001. Email: bigchiefpad@sbcglobal.net.

Carousel Superstore. Extensive inventory of carousel figures, 
related carousel items, paintings and consignments. Visit our web site: 
www.CarouselSuperStore.com. Email: CarouselStore2@aol.com. Phone: 
(847) 220-4970

ANTIQUE CAROUSEL FIGURES: Select figures from private collections. 
Antique figures, horses of all styles and menagerie; also contemporary 
figures, art, and other related collectibles. Always accepting consignments. 
www.antiquecarousels.com, antiquecarousels@gmail.com, (626) 639-0313.

ANTIQUE FIGURES
CAROUSEL ANIMALS - Horses, menagerie, Muller, Dentzel, Looff, Illions, 
Herschell-Spillman. (248) 693-4341 or lsho382057@aol.com.

Antique Carousel Figures  Send SASE for list of over 50 figures and 
scenery panels. Ken Weaver, 506 Pughtown Rd., Spring City, PA 19475. 
(610) 469-6331 or e-mail barbmgr@aol.com.

CAROUSEL FIGURES Buy/Sell/Trade. Restorations by Wolf. Steve 
Crescenze. (301) 932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com.

ANTIQUE CAROUSEL ANIMALS. Buy-Sell-Trade.  Merry-Go-Round 
Antiques.  Al Rappaport, 29541 Roan Dr., Warren, MI 48093. (586) 751-8078.

Carousel Classics Inc. Chicagoland’s Largest Carousel Inventory. 
Insurance and Estate Evaluations. Web site: www.CarouselClassics.com 
Email: CarouselMail2@aol.com. Phone: (847) 446-6970.

BAND ORGANS
Band Organs - Wurlitzer 153 with new case and facade. Ruth 33 with 
German custom-built display trailer. antiquecarousels.com. (626) 639-0313.

MUSIC   HORSES   MINIATURES   JEWELRY  VIDEOS/DVDS  BOOKS   FIGURINES   ORNAMENTS      

W W W. C A R O U S E L S TO R E . C O M  |  1 - 8 0 0 - 5 5 8 - 7 9 6 9
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Greeting 
Cards & 
Prints

www.butlersstudio.com

C a r o u s e l  C o l l e c t i b l e s  &  M o r e

Antique Figures • Contemporary Figures • Full Carousels
Rocking Horses • Carousel Art • Other Collectibles

Dentzel Rounding Board - Original Paint
From the Gaslight Village Dentzel Carousel - $4,100

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

For more information call (626) 639-0313 
or email antiquecarousels@gmail.com

b u y i n g  •  s e l l i n g  •  c o n s i g n m e n t s

www   . A n ti  q u E C a r o u s el  s . c o m

Bronze Minuature
1924 Dentzel Ostrich
Highly detailed, lost wax bronze 
sculpture made in 1992 by re-
nowned artist, John W. Hughes, who 
restored the original 1924 Dentzel 
Ostrich and made this bronze sculp-
ture to scale from it. Limited issue. 
Piece #8. The production details are 
all cast into the base. Comes with 
original sales brochure. $850

Leaded Stained Glass Carousel Lion
Solid metal frame with hooks. Approx. 24″ x 24″ - $900
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The Carousel News & Trader
11001 Peoria Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352  • 818-332-7944 • info@carouselnews.com

Yes!   Please send me my subscription.

Name _________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________
City State Zip___________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________ 
Phone _________________________________________________
Credit Card # __________________________________________
Exp. date ___________ CVV _______       Visa - Master Card - AMEX - Discover

Card Signature __________________________________________

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 

1 Year $35

2 Years $65

Canada $55 (US FUNDS)

Foreign $95 (US FUNDS)

Back Issues $6.95

2012 Calendar $11.85  $7.95

Please check if renewal

You can also subscribe online  
at 

www.CarouselNews.com

Subscribe today
12 issues a year. 48 pages. Full Color! 

Just $35. Also makes a great gift!

The Carousel News & Trader 
Makes a Great Gift at only 
$35 per year for 12 issues!
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C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S

BAND ORGANS
Restoration - Band Organ, Orchestrion, Nickelodeon, 
Mills Violano. Known for our unmatched Quality Restoration Services.
www.RobertsMusicalResotrations.com. Deland, Florida. (407) 234-4747.

FOR SALE - Wurlitzer 165, mortier minerva, Wurlitzer 150, 
Violano Virtuoso, No. Tonawanda Style-198, are among the 
ANTIQUE BAND ORGANS, NICKELODEONS and other mechanical music 
machines we are currently offering. Call or write for details; dan@carousel.
com or call Brass Ring Entertainment at 818-394-0028. 

New music for your WURLITZER. Three New Organ Rolls for Style 
150, and 125. Big Band Swing Roll. Italian Roll. 50s and ‘60s Rock ‘n’ Roll. 
Arrangements by Rich Olsen. $80.00 each. Gold Leaf Galleries, P.O. Box 
174, Bristol, CT  06011. (860) 261-5923. E-mail: sales@wurlitzerrolls.com.

BRASS RINGS
AUTHENTIC BRASS RINGS. Single brass ring, $12.00 includes Priority Mail 
shipping. Inquire about bulk order brass rings, with or without a personalized 
stamp. And, of course, at just $35 a year, The Carousel News & Trader 
subscription makes a great gift. Visit us online at www.CarouselNews.com.

BOOKS/E-Books
Read about historic New York carousels on Amazon kindle 
by Linda Bartash-Dawley: ebooks start at $1.99. www.carousel-girl.com.

 Carousels
FULLY complete antique WOODEN CAROUSELS for sale dating 
to 1895.  Other significant large and new carousels available. For more 
information, visit www.carousel.com, email to dan@carousel.com or call 
Brass Ring Entertainment at (818) 394-0028.

CARVING
Quality Golden era Carousel cut-outs & rough-outs; 
Catalog available. Babb’s Woodcarvings, David Babb; (317) 780-9476 
(Indy), email babbdn@aol.com.

CARVING Classes
Ken Means Carousel Carving Summer Camps: July 8 - 12, Head 
& Neck; July 15 - 19 Legs & Tail; July 22 - 26, Body. Take one class or all 
three! E-mail, Kenscarousel@aol.com. Web. www.kenmeanscarousel.com. 
Ken Means, 57784 Fairview Rd., Coquille, OR 97423. (541) 396-4501.

GIFTS
One of the largest selections of unique, distinctive and fun 
carousel items to delight yourself and your friends.  Luann’s Carousel Gifts;  
Box 132 Chicopee, MA 01021. (413) 534-4139. www.luannscarouselgifts.
com.  email: Luanncarousel@aol.com.

HUNDREDS Of carousel gift IDEAS at The Carousel Store online. 
From horses to jewelry and everythhing in between. Call (800) 558-7969 
or visit www.CarouselStore.com.

MECHANICAL
New gears and bearings for all carousels. 10-years or 110-year-
old, we can repair any carousel. Visit www.amusementgear.com or call 
(818) 504-4946.

Sandy & Gary 978-534-4538
Leominster, MA 

C  C r a w f o r d  C o l l e c t i o n
 email: ccrawfordc@optimum.net 

C a t h e r i n e  C r a w f o r d  •  H i g h l a n d ,  N e w  Y o r k   1 2 5 2 8

Visit  us on Facebook,  C Crawford Col lection

C Crawford Collection

Individually Crafted 
Fur Bears, 
Novelty Ties, 
Quilts, 
Backpacks 
and accessories.
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 MINIATURES
Complete CAROUSELs, kits, also miniature carousel parts. For info 
contact, Bernice Evarts, 121 Payne Ave., N. Tonawanda, NY 14120. (716) 
692-7875. Email, EPBA1230@aol.com. www.miniaturecarousels.com.

MUSIC
BAND ORGAN MUSIC. The oldest and largest source of professionally 
recorded Carousel Music! New owners of Marion Roehl Recordings. 
Wholesale orders available. Visit www.bandorganmusic.com, or call us at 
(573) 471-7018.

REPRODUCTIONS
fiberGlass dentzel lion. With Chernigliaro Clown trappings almost 
identical to the lion shown in the Feb. CN&T, pg. 9. In white primer. $2,500. 
(313) 561-5072.  

KNOTTS BERRY FARM DENTZEL HORSES AND MENAGERIE. 
Also Herschell Armored and other lead horses. Ride quality fiberglass 
reproductions from the Bud Hurlbut collection. (818)-394-0028. Photos at 
www.antiquecarousels.com.

RESTORATION
Professional, Quality restorations. Custom Caving and 
Restoration. Email: marlene@customcarvingandrestoration.com. 454 Acadia, 
Wichtia, KS 67212. (316) 722-1872. www.customcarvingandrestoration.com.  

RESTORATIONS BY WOLF, cover quality, affordable prices.  Phone (301) 
932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com.

C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S

Restoration
Wood repairs by Ron Purdy

and John McKenzie
Gold and aluminum leafing

Oil painting by hand
Specializing in “back to factory”

Quality hair tails available in
all colors & sizes.

(626) 793-1303
Running Horse Studio • Lourinda Bray

rindalsb@sbcglobal.net

CarouselThe

News & Trader

Missed An Issue?  Lost An Issue?

Looking For A Carousel Story?
Search the contents of more than 26 years of 

The Carousel News & Trader online!
www.CarouselNews.com

11001 Peoria St., Sun Valley, CA 91030 • 818-332-8944 • info@carouselnews.com

At just $35, Carousel News & Trader 
Subscriptions Make Great Gifts!
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A ll   th  i n gs   caro    u sel    for    o v er   3 5  y ears  

Brass RingTM

Entertainment
1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T  •  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2

818-394-0028 • fax:  818-332-0062
e m a i l :  s a l e s @ c a r o u s e l . c o m  •  w w w . c a r o u s e l . c o m

CONTACT:CONTACT:

See more photos and prices at
www.antiquecarousels.com or call

Fantastic fiberglass figures
very limited quantitIES

The Molds are Literally broken on these fiberglass figures from the Bud Hurlbut Knotts Berry Farm Collection
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 STANDS
STANDS, BRASS POLES, ROCKING HORSE accessories, Carousel 
Memories.  Mike Mendenhall, Box 33225, Los Gatos, CA 95031. Phone: 
(408) 356-2306. email: Carousel136@Verizon.net.

TAILS
SOFT TANNED TAILS all sizes and colors.  A quality horse tail. 2720 Old 
Orchard Rd, Lancaster, PA 17601. (717) 295-9188.

top quality horse hair tails all colors and sizes. Running Horse 
Studio, 1660 La Vista Place, Pasadena, CA. (626) 793-1303.

WANTED
WANTED:  -  Herschell-Spillman Zebra. Willing to restore. Contact Linda @ 
(585) 924-7861.

Seeking - Over-the-top Illions Supreme-style. Also, figures in old or original paint.
Welcome all consignments. www.AntiqueCarousels.com or (626) 639-8313.

WANTED TO BUY.  Small French figures, preferably unrestored.  Ron Craig, 
51 Maridale, Lincoln, IL 62556. (217) 735-3308.

WANTED TO BUY, looking for basket cases or animals needing repairs. Send 
photos to Ron Craig, 51 Maridale, Lincoln, IL 62556. (217) 735-3308.

CAROUSEL ARCHIVES. Pictures, ephemera or any kind of archive. One 
piece or whole collection. Info@Carouselnews.com or (818) 332-7944.

C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

For more information call (626) 639-0313 
or email antiquecarousels@gmail.com

C a r o u s e l  C o l l e c t i b l e s  &  M o r e

b u y i n g  •  s e l l i n g  •  c o n s i g n m e n t s

Looking for a figure? Let us find it for you. 
Selling a figure? Let us sell it for you.

www   . A n ti  q u E C a r o u s el  s . c o m

Band Organs

North 
Tonawanda 

Style 198

One-of-a-kind
Mint condition 
recent rebuild 

$190,000

Wurlitzer 
Style 150

Recently 
restored 
inside 
and out.

$100,000

Violano 
Virtuoso 

Nickelodeon

Beautiful piece.
Mint condition.
Located in the 

Los Angeles 
area

$32,500

Band Organs



Carousel News & Trader, February 201348 www.carouselnews.com

Visit us at IAAPA in Booth #4026

FOR SALE

A ll   th  i n gs   caro    u sel    for    o v er   3 5  y ears  

Brass RingTM

Entertainment
1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T  •  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2

818-394-0028 • fax:  818-332-0062
e m a i l :  s a l e s @ c a r o u s e l . c o m  •  w w w . c a r o u s e l . c o m

Historic 1920s PTC Carousels

1925 3-Row PTC Portable
From the James E. Strates Shows.

1925 3-Row PTC Carousel
Featuring 16 Signature Horses.

1920s PTC 4-Row Grand Carousel. In storage for over 40 years.

Visit us at IAAPA in Booth #4026


