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RARE, 1927 3-ROW DENTZEL CAROUSEL MECHANISM

FOR SALE
Rare 1927 Dentzel Carousel in original paint. This machine was last operated at Rock Springs Park, West Virginia. 

This was the last ever carved in the Dentzel factory! Frame only no animals.
Call or write for details.



,

NCA 2008 EVENTS
2008 Tech Conference
Story City, IA  • May 2-4

Visit the 1913 Herschell-Spillman in Story City, IA 

This year’s Technical Conference will feature a 
presentation on the Mainstreet Program, a division of 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  There will 
also be a celebration of carousel anniversaries from 
10 to 100, presentations on mechanics, marketing, 
restoration and visits to local museums and other 
landmarks.  For information, visit www.nca-usa.org.

2008 NCA Convention
Memphis, TN  • Sept. 23-28

The NCA convention for 2008 will be headquartered 
at the Holiday Inn in Memphis, TN. The convention will 
be held on Wed., Sept. 24, through Sun., Sept. 28, with 
optional activities planned for Tuesday and Wednes-
day. Pre-registration check-in will be available on Mon-
day evening, and registration will continue through 
Wednesday afternoon.

CONVENTION TOUR CAROUSELS*

• 1904 Dentzel, Highland Park, MS*
  *Pre-convention option. 
• 1909 Dentzel Libertyland, Memphis, TN*
  *Currently in storage.
• 2002 Carousel Works, Memphis Zoo
• 2006 Carousel Works, St. Louis Zoo
• 1915 PTC #35, Six Flags St. Louis
• 1921 Dentzel, Faust Park, St. Louis, MO
• 1898 Armitage-Herschell, Faust Park, MO.
• 1905 Herschell-Spillman, Perryville, MO
• 1901 Armitage-Herschell, Greenville, MS.
• Spillman “Over the Jumps,” Little Rock, AR

For conference and/or convention registration, 
additional information and updates, visit the NCA 
website at www.nca-usa.org.

1913 Herschell-Spillman, Story City, IA

1901 Armitage-Herschell, Greenville, MS

1915 PTC #35, Six Flags, St. Louis, MO.
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ON THE COVER

We all hope that this 
Sea Lion from the 
Trimper’s Rides Carousel 
does not wind up on the 
endangered species list 
any time soon as the park 
plans to open in 2008, 
but is still fighting the tax 
man.

Photo By Rick Ellis
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JEWELRY  VIDEOS/DVDS  BOOKSMUSIC   HORSES   MINIATURES

Y O U R  O N E - S T O P  S H O P  F O R  A L L  T H I N G S  C A R O U S E L ™
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As a lover of carousels, history, and books, 
I was captivated by Tobin Fraley’s presentation 
of American carousel art. This book is lovely to 
look at, richly illustrated with all kinds of carousel 
animal photographs as well as historical photos and 
memorabilia about carousels and carousel carvers. 
I liked how the book was divided, chronologi-
cally outlining carousel manufacturers and master 
carvers. Each carver had a different style (“the eyes 
of a Zalar horse always have a certain sadness to 
them” and”Charles Carmel captured a whimsical 
element that no other carver could match.”) and 
this book does a great job of showing off these 
masters’ beautiful work and individuality. If you’re 
looking for a book that visually captures the fantasy 
and beauty of carousel animals while providing a 
highly interesting dose of American history, this 
book is for you.

$64.95  ITEM # 10-0133  

THE GREAT 
AMERICAN CAROUSEL 
A CENTURY OF MASTER 
CRAFTSMANSHIP
Signed by author, Tobin Fraley

THE CAROUSEL ANIMAL
Rare Out-of-Print. Signed by author, Tobin Fraley

This is a very rare, much desired, out-of-print book. We 
are offering it signed by the author Tobin Fraley.  
This is a must have book for any carousel lover.

1983 Hardbound, 128 pages, full of full page color photos. 

Text by Tobin Fraley, Photography by Gary Sinick

THE 
CAROUSEL 
ANIMAL

$64.95  ITEM # 10-0223



Carousel News & Trader, February 20086 www.carouselnews.com

Brass
 Ring

There is still 
a spot reserved for 
your treasured Illions 
horse on an operating 
Illions Supreme 
Carousel!

George Schott
P.O. box 9340

Auburn, ME 04210
 Call (207) 946-7972

or (207) 754-3630

From 
Dan’s 
Desk
Message from the publisher, 
Dan Horenberger

Boy it’s nice to be home. 
I was on the road working 
10 of the last 12 weeks this 
year.  From seeing the changing of the leaves in the North-
east to beautiful sunny days in Florida, then back for snow 
storms with a Nor’easter and sleet storms and ice storms in 
Oklahoma, I got to see a lot of weather changes and even 
more great carousels.

I have to apologize for some magazines arriving late for 
the past couple of months. The December issue was slight-
ly delayed as we were all at IAAPA for a week in November.  
In addition, the mailing house shipped the issue without a 
postage indicia.  Some of you may have been lucky and re-
ceived the issue anyway, but many did not.  As of this print-
ing, the December issue is being reprinted and re-shipped.  
We do apologize for any inconvenience.  The January is-
sue also seems to be delayed.  The end of December had 
two consecutive Tuesday holidays that really shortened the 
work week for our printer, as well as for the postal service.  

As many of you know 
the post office has 
made some changes 
for magazines. As 
with most government 
services, “service” is 
a stretch of the term. 
Higher prices and a 
longer delivery time 
is what we got. Be-
cause of this we are 
moving our ad and 
news deadline up to 
the first of the prior 
month so we can get 
the magazine in the 
mail earlier to make 
up for this new deliv-
ery situation.

I talked to the people at Geauga Lake recently and the 
Illions Carousel is in the process of being moved. The car-
ousel wasn’t sold and instead is moving to another Cedar 
Fair Park. I know the park and it doesn’t have a historic car-
ousel, so it’s a good placement and everyone can ride this 
summer. Cedar Fair isn’t ready to make the announcement 
public at this time, but have no fear, the carousel will not be 
broken up and sold off. Cedar Fair deserves a big applause 
for saving the carousel. 

The Geauga Lake Illions on the 
cover of the CNT in Jan. 1993.
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MerrY-GO ROUnD MusIc

Tilden Park in Berkeley will be closed until July of 2008. 
Due to the new ride laws in California, the building is get-
ting another remodel. This did turn out for the better. The 
roll up curtains are being replaced with a glass enclosure. 
The carousel also will get its much needed new platform. 
The Herschell Spillman carousel was originally a three-row 
machine operating in various Southern California locations, 
including in Los Angeles at Griffith Park in the summer of 
1935. When it was moved to Tilden Park, the carousel was 
expanded to four rows. The platforms just had some pieces 
added to make it work. Over the years, repair has been hard 
and the only sensible choice is replacement.

For the organ buffs, the North Tonawanda organ will also 
get a complete restoration. But most likely it still will only 
be played on Sundays. Many years ago the organ died. A 
few years ago it was made to play again. This didn’t make 
the locals living in the area happy. The result was organ 
music on Sundays only, and only after noon. The organ will 
also have to pass the new state ride laws that have a DB 
level restriction. Most likely, it will have to be put in a box 
to reduce the volume so it can pass the inspection. This 
has already happened at Santa Cruz and Golden Gate Park 
in northern California. Welcome to the State of California. 
What a joke.

Some real big news is the sale of the Kennywood Park 
chain by the Henninger and McSwigan families, who were in 
their fourth generation of operating the park. The park sold 
to Parques Reunidos, international operators and manag-
ers of 61 amusement, animal, and water parks in the United 
States and Europe. I’m not sure if any of this had to do with 
the litigation between the park and the city of West Miff-
lin, which recently issued an unusual new amusement tax, 
but it does make you wonder. Just like Trimpers and other 
parks. These states and cities are biting the hand that feeds 
them with over taxation. In return, the public just keeps on 
losing.

The changes shouldn’t take place until late in 2008, so 
get out and ride the Dentzel and the rare Ark ride. The Dent-
zel carousel received a complete restoration a couple of 
years ago, including a complete new set of gears and bear-
ings making it ready for another 100 years of service.

Tilden Park Carousel.   Photo by Emily Bush
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The Richland Carrousel Park will raffle a one-of-a-kind, 
hand-carved hippocampus to raise funds for the Mansfield 
Bicentennial celebration.  Master woodcarver Todd Goings, 
who has had a hand in the carousel since the beginning, will 
create a life-sized hippocampus whose shape resembles 
that of a seahorse.

The carousel figure will be carved in the style of G.A. 
Dentzel, a revered carver of the early 1900s. It will bare the 
crests of the Mansfield Bicentennial and Richland Carrousel 
Park.  The park will sell raffle tickets for $2 a ticket or $5 for 
three. Tickets can be purchased from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 75 
N. Main St. in Mansfield, OH. The drawing will be held this 
summer.  Visit www.richlandcarrousel.com for details.

A staple of the Seattle area has always been the Fun 
Forest Park. After years of decline the city has pulled the 
lease. The park will close in 2009. I have to admit that after 
seeing it last year, the decline of the park was apparent, but 
it is still sad to see it go. It will close for good after the annual 
Bumbershoot Festival.

The Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum was robbed 
twice recently.  The North Tonawanda cultural institution lost 
both cash and other items in late November when the mu-
seum was burglarized twice within three days.

The museum lost about $4,000 in the thefts. The first 
burglary happened on a Saturday night or early Sunday 
morning. Cash and a digital camera were stolen the first 
time. The museum’s security system failed to work during 
the second burglary. A computer, later recovered, was sto-
len during the second theft. Both times a broken window 
was found at the scene.

Arrests were made and the Tonawanda News started 
a drive to “Help the Horse” and raise back the estimated 
$4,000 lost by the museum. This week Brent Henderson, 
who is the vice president for human resources for Creditors 
Interchange, delivered a check for $2,000 to the museum, 
boosting the Tonawanda News’ campaign over its $4,000 
goal.

“It’s a very nice Christmas present,” said Carrousel Mu-
seum Trustee Rae Proefrock. “This never would have hap-
pened without the Tonawanda News.”

Antique 
Rocking 
Horse

 
For Sale

90% restored, just needs 
saddle area finished and 
possibly mane.

Restored by the late Nancy Loucks.

Call for price and shipping costs.

Call Walter at: 772-584-1690  (FL)

Contact Walter at 772-584-1690.

PTC-style 
horses.  
Reproduction wood 
hand carved.  
Size: approx. 64” X 38”
Excellent condition.

Ready for display or 
a ride on a carousel.

Priced below carving 
costs at: 
$2,500 each or 
$4,500 for both.

Plus shipping and 
crating or you can pick 
up in Florida.

FOR SALE: 
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AUCTIONS

 March 17, 2008, 5 PM
Las Vegas, NV.  World Famous 
“Frightdome” auction.  Late model 
first class haunt props, animatronics, 
displays, attractions, costumes and 
lots more, all set up and operating.  At 
Circus Circus Casino.  Contact Nor-
ton Auctioneers at (517) 279-9063 or 
visit www.nortonauctioneers.com.  

March 22, 2008, 10 AM
Lawrenceburg, IN.  Bob Kissel’s 
Carousel Horse, Animals, Antiques 
and Collector Items Auctions.  Looff, 
PTC, Dentzel, Stein & Goldstein, 
Parker carousel figures and oth-
ers.  Gambling wheel, juke boxes, 
ferris wheel seats and much more.  
Consignments still accepted.  At the 
Lawrenceburg, IN, Fairgrounds.  For 
information, call Bob Kissel at  (812) 
839-3255.    

SPECIAL EVENTS

 Through March 23, 2008
New York, NY.  Gilded Lions and 
Jeweled Horses: The Synagogue 
to the Carousel. A ground-breaking 
exhibition that tells the story of a little-
known aspect of American carousel 
history and its connection to Jewish 
visual culture.  45 West 53rd Street, 
New York, NY 10019. For hours and 
information, www.folkartmuseum.
org or call (212) 265-1040.

May 2-4, 2008
Story City, IA. NCA 2008 Techni-
cal Conference.  Visit the 1913 
Herschell Spillman in Story City as 
well as numerous local museums 
and landmarks.  Presentations on 
the Mainstreet Program and carou-
sel anniversaries, mechanics, gift 
shop, planning, marketing, resto-
ration and more.  For information, 
visit www.nca-usa.org.

SEND US YOUR 
CAROUSEL EVENTS!

Fax to (818) 332-7944 or email to 
roland@carouselnews.com.

Carousel 
Calendar

Of Carousel Horses and Animals,
Antiques and Collector Items

Saturday, March 22, 2008 – 10:00 AM
Held At The Lawrenceburg Indiana Fairgrounds (Route 50, Exit 16 off I-275)

Expecting 50 Carousel Horses and Animals, Wooden Ferris Wheel Seats, 
Wooden Cigar Indian, Juke boxes and lots of surprises.
ALREADY CONSIGNED: Big Six Gambling Wheel. 

1937 Car Rides and Fire Engines.  Restored Ferris Wheel Seats Mounted.
No Small Items Worth Less Than $25 Accepted for Auction.  

NO BUYERS PREMIUMS
CONSIGNMENTS WANTED
20% commission on items selling for $100.oo or less.
10% commission of all other itmes. Indiana sales tax.

NO BUY BACK FEE – TERMS: CASH OR GOOD CHECK
BOOTH SPACE AVAILABLE - NO SALE PARTY

PREVIEW: Friday, 10 AM - 5 PM and Saturday, 7 AM - Sale Time

BOB KISSEL, SALES MANAGER
8253 E. Lee Hill Rd. • Madison, IN 47250 • Phone (812) 839-3255

$5.00 ADMISSIOIN CHARGE TO AUCTION

GOOD MARKET FOR CAROUSEL HORSES

Beautiful Looff Lion.  In excellent condition.
This is a beautiful lion that was in Gooding Amusement 
Co. office for over 50 years.  Reserve price: $25,000.
2 Beautiful band organ Cherobs.
Gene Wagner Carousel Collection:
Dentzel mare beautifully restored.
PTC Zebra restored.
Large Dentzel Jester head.
Stein & Goldstein small stander.
Parker horse with rabbit behind saddle.
Beautiful carousel painting and mirrors.
Herschell Spillman faces.
Beautiful heavy carved Dentzel chariot.
Small white bear.

The City Island Railroad in Harrisburg, PA, has ground to a halt.  Mark 
McKeehan, president of Steam Works, LLC, has shut down the railroad and 
carousel, which he purchased earlier this year.  The turnout of riders has been 
too low to keep them open, according to Ken Robinson, Steam Works spokes-
man.

“He was expecting thousands of users, but he only got a few hundred,” 
Robinson said.

Steam Works had planned to operate both the railroad and the carousel on 
weekends through the end of December. Under the previous ownership, opera-
tions ceased shortly after Labor Day.

“We don’t know if it has been because of the weather or the time of the year, 
but the turnout has been disappointing,” Robinson said.

Both the railroad and the carousel could be back in operation in the spring, 
he added.
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 CARVER’S CORNER:  Gluing and Carving the Tail

Carousel Carving Tips and Tricks

By Larry Pefferly
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

Figure 1B

We are finally down to the last of the carving, and paint-
ing is just around the corner.

Next, you will glue the tail together, carve it, and fit it into 
the body.  You have a template for the tail where it was cut 

Figure 1A

off of the body pattern, earlier.  As mentioned before, you 
need to modify the template a little.  Add a piece of poster 
paper to the template as follows.  The piece of poster paper 
will extend the base of the tail by 1¾”, and will remain at the 
same angle as the base of the tail.  This extension to the 
template will become a large dowel on the block of wood 
(see Figure 1A).

Place the new template on a board that is wide enough 
to cover the entire template, including the part added for the 
large dowel (see Figure 1B).

You will need two boards, 1¾” thick each, to glue to-
gether and to carve the tail.  When the tail is glued and cut 
out on the band saw, it will look like Figure 2.

Before drilling into the end of the tail, which will eventu-
ally fit into the rump of the horse, refresh.  There is a 3” di-
ameter circle drawn on the dock of the tail with a compass.  
Drill a 2” hole in the middle of the 3” diameter circle using 
the point of the compass as a reference for the center.  

Before drilling the 2” hole with a hole saw, I caution you 

Figure 2

Figure 3A
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A complete guide on

HOW TO CARVE AND 
PAINT A CAROUSEL HORSE

with 138 color photographs
By 

Lawrence R. 
Pefferly, 
Carver

This is the defini-
tive book, and a ‘must 
have’ for every carver 
of carousel horses. 
Lawrence Pefferly, a 
third generation carver, 
has written this 140-
page book so a novice 
can confidently follow 
precise and easy-to-un-
derstand, step-by-step 
instructions to create one’s own carousel horse. Abundant 
and beautiful color photographs and illustrations are insert-
ed throughout as ready-references in each discussion.

The book or Carousel Carving DVD can be purchased 
at www.carouselcarving.com for $39.95, or from: 
The Carousel Store at www.CarouselStore.com.

2008 BUYER’S GUIDE
Don’t Be 
Left Out!
Advertising and 
Listing Deadline: 
February 15

Copy and fax in the form 
in this issue on page 38 
or contact us at email:
sales@carouselnews.com 
or Call 818) 332-7944, ext. 6

to drill it as close to a right angle to the face of the dock as 
you can.  A suggestion: begin drilling until the center guide 
bit of the hole saw is drilled in deep enough so that the teeth 
of the hole saw are just beginning to touch the flat part of 
the dock.  Turn the drill off and move the drill around until 
the teeth of the hole saw are touching evenly all the way 
around.  When you are confident that the teeth of the hole 
saw are evenly touching the face of the dock, hold the drill 
at that angle and continue drilling until you have drilled as 
far as you can (the hole saw being completely inside the 
dock).  

Remove the drill and chip out all of the 2” diameter wood 
on the inside down to the bottom.  Next, drill into the tail us-
ing a 2¼” hole saw.  Just as you drilled in the dock, make 
sure that you drill into the tail at a perfect right angle to the 
end of the tail (see Figures 3A and 3B).  The difference this 
time is that you will cut out all of the wood on the outside 
of the hole saw cut until the tail looks like Figure 3C.  Make 
sure the tail fits into the body.   You may need to carve or 
sand any areas that keep the tail from fitting tightly all the 
way around the top of the dock.

You are now ready to carve the tail.  Carve it just like 
you did the mane.  Carve deep grooves to define and sepa-
rate heavier hair sections in the tail.  Go back with smaller 

grooves to create strands within those sections.  Figure 4 
shows the tail on a horse not carved, and Figure 5 shows 
a tail with deep grooves accentuating the most prominent 
hair sections.

Be creative and make the tail your own design as to how 
the hair will flow.  Remember not to be afraid to make deep 
cuts on either side of the sections of hair.  The deeper they 
are, the better the tail will show dimension and the more at-
tractive it will be.  You don’t want to let it look like the hair is 

Figure 3B Figure 3C
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sitting on top of a form.  The more dimension, the better.
When you are totally finished with the tail, which includes 

final sanding, it is ready to be glued to the body.  However, it 
will be harder to reach all areas of the tail with primer paint 
and oil paint if you were to glue it on now, so I recommend 
you finish the tail in its final form and set it aside to insert 
later.  This is also the time to apply primer paint and oil paint 
between the horse’s hind legs and under the tail (see next 
month’s, “Painting the Horse”).  The choice is yours, but 
there are a few things I’d like for you to think about.  

I first apply at least two coats of primer paint on the tail 
before gluing it on, as there will be some sanding steps 
done between coats (see next month).  The tail is easier to 
sand when it is not attached to the horse.  There is another 
step to consider before gluing on the tail.  I’d like for you to 
insert the tail in place without glue and make a pencil mark 
on the tail where it touches (fits) against the hind leg that 
extends the farthest behind the horse.  Make this mark near 
the bottom (tip) of the tail (mark #1).  

You may want to touch up the tail to get a flat surface 
where it fits against the leg.  The tail may go down between 
the hind legs or it may go on the outside of the right hind leg.  
Envision having a hole drilled all the way through the tail 
and into the leg that is extended the farthest.  Make another 
mark (mark #2) on the other side of the tail, opposite the 
one you made, in such a place where you could drill a hole 
from mark #2 through the tail to mark #1 and then into the 
leg.  In other words, if the tail goes between the hind legs, 
you will be drilling into the tail and in the leg that is extending 
further back.  You do not want the leg that is going forward 
to be in the way of the drill.  Realistically, it would be hard to 
drill from mark #2 to mark #1 and hit mark #1 dead-center.  
That being the case, remove the tail and drill a 3/8” hole 
starting from mark #1, trying to get as close to coming out at 
mark #2 as you can.  The reason for beginning at mark #1 
is because that mark is critical, as you do not want any part 
of the dowel to show between the tail and leg.  If you miss 
mark #2 a little, it doesn’t matter as much.  If you think you 
may miss mark #2, try to come out at a spot where you can 

fit a drill in later when you drill through the tail and into the 
leg from the other direction.  With that being said, you yet do 
not have a 3/8” hole in the leg.  

This part is important.  Do not drill through the tail into 
the leg until it has been glued at the base of the tail onto the 
body, and all of the glue is dry.  When gluing the base of the 
tail in place, make sure that the tip of the tail is touching the 
leg where you will be drilling, later.  

Complete the drilling when the top part of the tail is dry.  
Use a long enough 3/8” drill bit and insert it in the pre-drilled 
hole in the tail, then go into the leg approximately 1”.  The 
reason to wait before drilling into the leg is that sometimes 
when drilling in that area with the tail not firmly attached to 
the body it can move, causing the hole in the leg to be a 
little “off.”  This procedure will prevent that.  You may want 
to consider painting the tail, and to shade between the hind 
legs and the base of the tail, before gluing.  If so, do the fol-
lowing steps.

 If the tail does not fit perfectly after gluing it to the body, 
you may want to use a little wood filler to help make a 
smooth transition between the tail and the body.  Apply the 
wood filler around the base of the tail with your finger where 
it fits onto the horse.  After the wood filler dries, sand that 
area smooth and paint it with primer.  Using the color of your 
horse’s tail, softly blend where the tail and the body come 
together.  Follow the same procedure for the end of the 
dowel pin where it goes through the tail, near the bottom.

If you have been following along for the past year or 
more, the carving portion of your horse should be nearly fin-
ished and ready for priming and painting.  Get your carving 
sanded nice and smooth between now and the next issue, 
when we will start to put some life in your horse with the 
painting portion of this project.

Happy carving

Master carver, Larry Pefferly has been carving carousel 
horses for over 20 years.  To learn more about Larry, visit 
www.carouselcarving.com.   

To purchase his “How To Carve A Carousel Horse”  
video or book, visit www.CarouselStore.com.

Figure 4

Figure 5
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The French Organ’s Beautiful Facade Rejoins the Recently Restored Carousel

Rare Limonaire Freres Band Organ 
Facade Restored For PTC #30

In 2001,  PTC #30 reopened after a US $1.7 million, two 
year restoration at Melbourne’s Luna Park in Australia.  
In 2007, the superb Limonaire Freres organ façade on 

this carousel has been restored as well, revealing stunning 
Art Nouveau portraits. 

The 66-key Limonaire Freres organ with its original Art 
Nouveau facade dates from 1909. It has been with PTC#30 
since 1923 when the carousel arrived at Luna Park; how-
ever, it’s not known whether the organ was also with the 
carousel at its first location. This was White City Amuse-
ment Park in Sydney when PTC#30 arrived directly from the 
PTC factory in 1913.  According to PTC records the carou-
sel came to Australia “excluding organ.” 

So far, no records have been found as to when the organ 

By Patricia Mullins, Equus Art
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

After restoration, the center lower panel.

Detail of the original Limonaire portrait in the top center 
panel before conservation. 
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was purchased or how it ended up in Australia. It’s possible 
park owner, Cozens Spencer, may have ordered the organ 
separately for White City, Sydney, or else it may not have 
arrived until 1923. Research continues…

The fact that a French organ of this size and quality came 
to Australia early in the 20th century is remarkable. That it 
has survived to this day is even more surprising. The organ 
is the only 66-key Limonaire in Australia and one of only 
four known in the world. (Others are in Chicago, Wisconsin 
and Japan.) 

A photo taken of the carousel at Luna Park in 1923 
shows the organ facade in the center of the carousel. The 

original Limonaire paintings of female portraits can be seen 
and they exactly match the c1908 Limonaire catalogue il-
lustration of the “67 touches” organ.  When restoration of 
the façade began late in 2006, these portraits were slowly 
uncovered under many layers of overpaint. 

It was apparent from the illustration that the top three 

This before shot (above) shows the center panel with a lost 
carving at top.  Below, a side portrait revealed.

The façade was re-installed in 2007 (horses lifted to show 
the façade for the photo).

Detail of the organ façade in 1923 on PTC#30. Courtesy, 
Luna Park, Melbourne.

The missing carved “crown” was reconstructed by Max Ge-
ranio using the catalogue illustration as his reference.
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sections of the façade had been removed so that it could fit 
the carousel. A carved head was added to cover the area 
where the top panel was removed. Originally, the organ had 
five 18th century-style figures, but sadly, these are no lon-
ger with the organ. Evidence of their attachment remains 
along the façade shelves.

In 2006, Luna Park changed ownership and the new 
management, with Friends of Luna Park, Equus Art and Lil-
lico Thompson Conservation, successfully applied for heri-
tage funding to conserve and restore the organ façade. A 
grant of AUD $80,000 was awarded by the Australian Gov-
ernment National Heritage Investment Initiative.  Both the 
carousel and organ are part of an Australian  heritage listing 
of Luna Park, Melbourne.

The restoration approach was to carefully remove the 
non-original paint layers to reveal and to conserve the origi-
nal Limonaire Freres decoration beneath.  This work was 
done over five months.  Lost areas were reconstructed. This 
included a carved wooden “crown” to match 
the original that was removed from the top 
when the façade was fitted to the carousel. 
The carved head, seen in the 1923 photo, 
was part of the façade for over 50 years. 
However, by the 1980s it was missing, pos-
sibly souvenired when the carousel became 
run down.  After much debate, it was decid-
ed that the most appropriate thing to do was 
to reconstruct the original crown design. 

The carved frame was treated differently. 
While it had been repainted in 2001, many 
old layers and some original paint remained 
underneath. Small areas were investigated 
and the original paint documented. New top 
coats were applied over the old but stable 
surface. The original paint scheme was rec-
reated  - ivory with shades of pink blended 
in the concave, snake-like curves. Gold leaf 
highlights followed the fluid lines of the carv-
ing, accentuating the Art Nouveau curves 
of the frame. These findings compared with 

two other 66-key Limonaire organ façades, notably the one 
in the collection of Bob Gilson in Wisconsin, restored by 
Rosa Patton and in the collection of Jasper Sanfilippo, Il-
linois, restored by Will Morton.

Of all the surprises encountered during the restoration of 
the façade, nothing prepared us for the brilliance of the orig-
inal colors on the façade panels. Mauves and melon pinks, 
light mint and olive greens with both painterly and linear 
female portraits were uncovered. The skill of the Limonaire 
artists was astonishing!  The style of portraiture indicates 
they must have been well aware of the work of Alphons Mu-
cha and Gustav Klimt, artists whose names became syn-
onymous with the Art Nouveau movement.  

The instrument itself has not operated for some decades 
however, its restoration and the return of the figures, is the 
next goal – returning the “heart and voice of the carousel” 
to PTC #30. 

All photos copyright Patricia Mullins (unless otherwise 
credited).

The facade center with the organ.

Only part of the façade could be erected for photos near the carousel in 2007

The top center panel after restoration of the carved frame 
and conservation of the original portrait.
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continued right into the Wurlitzer era after Wurlitzer bought 
out DeKleist.  The deviation from French design came lat-
er with the introduction of the Wurlitzer 165 band organ, 
which was copied from the deluxe Gebrueder Bruder Elite 
Orchester Apollo.

Outside of DeKleist’s involvement, Limonaire did not have 
an American office.  Limonaire did capture scholarly inter-
est when the Scientific American magazine did an in-depth 
story, including a factory tour, on Limonaire circa 1906.  The 
only French firm with an American office was Gavioli.  The 
Gavioli office on Bond Street in New York City was run by 
Louis Berni.  Berni came to be known as the “Band Organ 
King”.  Following the demise of Gavioli, Berni continued un-
der the name of the Berni Organ Company.  His trips to Eu-
rope during these years resulted in many used Gavioli, and 
to a lesser extent Limonaire Organs and organs of German 
manufacture, being imported by him to America.  

The greater Gavioli supply came via Mortier.  Theofiel 
Mortier established a relationship with Berni to supply him 
with used Parisian organs from the dance halls, most of 
which were Gavioli.  The used organs with smaller values 
may not have been heavily impacted by the tariff at the time.  
They were cleaned up, regulated, and supplied with the lat-
est American songs, as well as Continental standards.  Did 
Louis Berni sell these organs as new?  I will leave that to 
your imagination.  

Berni in the early years was a principal of the Philadel-
phia Toboggan Company, which would answer the question 
of why so many Gavioli organs and other Berni imported 
organs were supplied with the PTC carousels.  It is my opin-
ion that Louis Berni arranged the sale of the 67-key Austra-
lian Limonaire directly from Europe to Australia.  This would 
have saved shipping costs and tariff duties by bypassing 
the United States.

About 25 years ago American band organs enthusiast 
started to focus on the quality of sound of the European 
fair organs.  Initially band organs of German manufacture 
captured the attention of collectors.  A number of Bruder 
and Ruth organs were imported.  At this time, I remember 
being offered the Limonaire 1900 organ.  This organ was a 
67-key Limonaire.  It was not imported to the United States.  

The firm, Limonaire Freres of Paris, was a successful 
and famous builder of fair organs and amusement 
rides during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  

In Europe, the Limonaire organs were known for their 
elegant Art Nouveau facades and their unique orchestral 
sound.  In the heyday of La Belle Époque, only the Parisian 
firm of Gavioli was larger.  Limonaire even build organs in 
the Black Forest town of Waldkirch, which was the center of 
the German fair organ building industry.  In Germany, they 
were successors to the Gavioli factory, which had been set 
up by Richard Bruder.  This operation was confiscated in 
1917 during World War I, but was returned to Limonaire 
in 1921. In 1926, Limonaire sold the property to Richard 
Bruder’s son, Alfred Bruder, who continued building organs 
using Limonaire-influenced designs, like its outstanding 45-
keyless organs.                                                                                           

Limonaire also had a profound influence on American 
band organ design.  A high tariff affecting band organ im-
ports was put in place by the United States Government 
in 1892.   In response, carousel builder William Herschell 
traveled to England and met in London with Limonaire em-
ployee Eugene DeKleist.  Herschell convinced DeKeist to 
come to the United States to set up band organ production 
in North Tonawanda, New York.  In 1893 Eugene DeKleist 
came over and founded the North Tonawanda Barrel Organ 
Factory.  

Since the importation of components eluded the tariff, 
the first DeKleist organs had Limonaire interiors and mech-
anisms in American-made cabinets.  It is interesting to note 
that in the early catalog DeKleist went on and on describ-
ing the superior quality of his organ cabinets!  The DeKleist 
organs incorporated Limonaire designs and scales, which 

By Tim Trager
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

Some History on Limonaire Freres 
And Its Famous Band Organs

Limonaire Freres facade in the 1909 catalogue.

Taken in the 1970s, this photo shows the head that replaced 
the original crown on the top of the façade.
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It went instead to Joji Funaki’s Hall of Halls Collection in 
Japan.   Collector Bob Gilson was then offered another 67-
key Limonaire from a Salon Carousel that had a fantastic 
Art Nouveau arched façade.  Captivated by this façade, he 
purchased the organ.  A group of collectors, including me 
and Jasper Sanfilippo, went to visit the Gilson Collection 
and were treated to a concert on this organ.  It was OUT-
STANDING both in sight and sound!  The brass trumpets in 
the melody section with their back up pipes gave the organ 
a distinct rich sound.  Jasper Sanfilippo was captivated and 
instructed me to find one for him.  At the time I was deep-
ly involved in building his stunning collection.   During my 

next trip to Europe, I went to France to look for an elusive 
67-key Limonaire.  I had success when I visited the home 
of collector and restorer Marc Fournier.  Fournier has an 
extensive archive which included the shipping records of 
Limonaire.  But as to a 67-key Limonaire,  he had one.  But 
would he sell it?  After a day of discussion he was convinced 
to sell it.  Sanfillippo immediately decided to purchase it.  
But then came export, which is difficult from France.  To my 
knowledge this was the last 67 key Limonaire remaining in 
France.  After six months of nail biting, the export license 
was granted and the Limonaire crossed the Atlantic for a 
new home in Barrington Hills.  To this day this organ is a 
gem in the collection. 

A few years later I was excited to learn from Rick Alabas-
ter of Australia of the existence of the Melbourne 67-Key 
Limonaire.  I must admit that I did attempt to try to figure a 
way to acquire it, but Rick assured me that the Limonaire 
was to stay in Australia.  It is wonderful to see that it is being 
returned to its former glory.  In this fair organ, Australia has 
a fantastic treasure indeed!

For over 30 years Tim Trager has been a historian, con-
sultant, broker, and collector of mechanical musical instru-
ments, especially band organs.  His band organ collection 
includes the famous Euclid Beach Park 110-Key Gavioli, the 
Bakken Park 85-Key Elite Apollo Orchestra, and the 87-Key 
Art Nouveau North Tonawanda Musical Instrument Works 
Concert Band Organ, American largest carousel band or-
gan.  Tim can be reached at Tim@timtrager.com.

Restoration
Running Horse Studio

Lourinda Bray 
626-793-1303

Restoration
Running Horse Studio

The carousel turns again with the restored organ façade in 
place.
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The 117-Year-Old Amusement Park is Home to a 1902 Carousel

Trimper’s Rides Looks to Open in 
2008, Still Seeking a Tax Break

A lthough last fall it was announced that the financially 
strapped Trimper’s Rides would open for the 2008 
season, specifics are still being worked out.

In December, The Dispatch reported that the Ocean City 
mayor and council “gave full support to the Trimper fam-
ily, agreeing to back the concept of the proposed historic 
amusement tax district, a legislative proposal that many 
are hoping will keep the downtown Ocean City landmark in 
business for decades.”

The news earlier this year, that the downtown amuse-
ment park might be closing for good, left many reeling, 
sparking a mass of letters to the editor, to the mayor and 
council and to pretty much anyone who would listen. A web-

All photos by Rick Ellis
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site was recently created in an effort to show support for 
the amusement park, which has been entertaining locals 
and visitors for over 100 years, and to provide an outlet for 
supporters to express their thoughts and memories. Those 
who have responded would all seem to agree that Ocean 
City would not be the same without the downtown amuse-
ment park.

The soaring property taxes in the downtown area are the 
number one obstacle to continued operation of the park. 
The Trimper family has estimated that the property tax as-
sessments could double within the next three years, which 
would seem to be a safe prediction considering assess-
ments increased 163 percent in three years from $29.6 mil-
lion to $77.9 million.

In an effort to prevent closing down, Granville Trimper, 
along with attorney Joseph Harrison, made a request in De-
cember for the mayor and council’s support of a proposed 
bill to be submitted to the Maryland legislature.

“The purpose of the legislation will be to permit the es-
tablishment of a special taxing district for a limited number 
of properties situated in the Downtown Amusement Overlay 
District of Ocean City, and which are utilized for purposes 
consistent with that district,” wrote Granville Trimper in a let-
ter to the mayor and council.

Trimper explained that the proposal would, “help in con-

tinuing a 117-year-old amusement park that has fallen on 
hard times,” adding that he hopes the park will thrive for 
another 100 years.

Harrison explained to the Mayor and Council that Del-
egate Jim Mathias, former Ocean City mayor, has shown 
preliminary indications of support, agreeing to have the pro-
posed legislation drafted and submitted to state legislation, 
provided that both the town and the county are in favor.

If passed, the effective date of the favorable tax treat-
ment would be the tax year 2007-2008.

Trimper explained that it is his, and his family’s, intention 
to continue with the family business, but if help is not re-
ceived, he may have no other choice but to close the park.

According to Trimper, with the tax hikes, the company is 
currently makes no profit off from the rides. He says there 
are repairs, such as the roof of the merry-go-round, that 
need to be fixed and which they simply cannot afford at this 
point.

The mayor and council agreed that the amusement park 
is a vital part of the town, one that could not be easily re-
placed.

The council voted unanimously to support the concept of 
the proposed historic amusement tax district, but requested 
final approval of legislation once it is drafted.
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TRIMPER’S RIDES HISTORY
Trimper’s Amusement Park is historic partly because it 

has remained in the same family for over 100 years. Dan-
iel B. Trimper and his wife, Margaret, grandparents of the 
current vice president and manager of the park, Granville 
Daniel Trimper, arrived in Ocean City in 1890. By 1893 they 
were owners of boardwalk property between South Division 
and South First streets, including two hotels: The Eastern 
Shore and the Sea Bright.

Rebuilding the Sea Bright in 1900 after a severe storm, 
the Trimpers modeled the new structure on Great Britain’s 
Windsor Castle. The two hotels, together with a theater and 
an amusement park, became known as Windsor Resort.

A 1902 purchase also adds to the historic significance 
of Trimper’s Rides. It was that year that Daniel Trimper pur-
chased a massive carousel from the Herschell-Spillman 
Co. It was 50-feet in diameter with a uniqueness derived 
from the only other carousel made by the firm at that time 
having been sent to Coney Island, and that one was later 
destroyed by fire.

The merry-go-round’s 45 animals, three chariots and one 
rocking chair were driven by a steam engine; rides originally 
cost just a nickel. One-hundred years later, the ride (now 

electrified) costs four tickets, or $2.00 - unless you buy the 
discounted package of 40 tickets for $18, and then your ride 
only costs $1.80. Generations of families still come every 
year to ride their favorite animal. 

Over the years the Trimpers added numerous rides; sev-

Photos by Rick Ellis
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eral of these rides also have historic significance, such as a 
smaller carousel which dates to the 1920s, as does a kiddie 
ferris wheel. 

In the 1950s, the Trimper family added outdoor rides. 
The pace of expansion has increased since the mid-1960s 
with a new ride being added nearly every year. The most 

popular ride in the outdoor park was bought in 1985: the 
double-loop boomerang “Tidal Wave” roller coaster. Other 
action favorites, among the 35 or more rides in the park, are 
the Matterhorn and Himalaya, although parents with smaller 
children like the ones they can ride together, such as the 
colorful Balloon Ride. The many games have their aficio-
nados as well, with stuffed animal prizes awarded to the 
winners at Frog Bog and Whack-A-Mole.

The Trimpers also added a retail shopping village to the 
property, the Inlet Village Shoppes in 1983. This area cur-
rently houses 14 shops, and two restaurants.

Trimper’s 10 children and their descendants have also 
played important roles in Ocean City’s political life and other 
businesses. Trimper’s son, Daniel, Jr., managed Windsor 
Resort Corporation after his father’s death and served as 
mayor of Ocean City for 16 years. A great-grandson, Daniel 
IV, also served on the city council and as council president. 
Grandson Granville D. Trimper, who became the corpora-
tion’s manager in 1980, served on the city council for 18 
years, many of those as council president; he also served 
as mayor. He was recently elected Citizen of the Year (Mil-
lennium) by the Ocean City Chamber of Commerce.

For more information, visit www.savetrimpers.com. 

Photos by Rick Ellis
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The Previous Carousel to Operate at the Los Angeles Park Burned in 1976

Lincoln Park History Repeats 
With New Wooden Carousel

In 1976, Lincoln Park in Los Angeles lost its original car-
ousel in a blazing fire. The beautiful, four-row hand-carved 
wooden Spillman Engineering merry-go-round had been 
the centerpiece of the park for more than four decades.  
The fire came just a few months after the city had desig-
nated the carousel a Historic Cultural Monument.  It was a 
devastating loss to the once thriving park.  Now, over three 
decades later, there is a new wooden carousel at Lincoln 
Park for the public to rejoice around.

The grand opening ceremony for the carousel took place 

By Roland Hopkins
EDITOR’S NOTE:  This story appeared as a newsflash on our 
website late last fall, but given the importance of the return of a 
carousel to Lincoln Park, the fact that many people never saw it on 
the Internet, and access to the Davis Family archives, it seemed 
worth retelling it in this issue.

Lincoln Park’s new Brass Ring Entertainment carousel has hand-carved wooden figures. Photos by Ted McDonald

Dan Horenberger of Brass Ring Entertainment  (left) and Don 
Gustavson of GP Rah Enterprises.
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1914 Herschell Spillman Menagerie
Lincoln Park, Los Angeles, CA

(1914-1924)
Photo courtesy of the Davis Siblings Collection
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on Saturday, Oct. 13, and marks a major step in the park’s 
revival.  The return of a carousel to Lincoln Park was the 
brain child of LA Councilman Ed Reyes and Donald Gustav-
son.  Gustavson of GP Rah Enterprises is also the operator 
of the historic train ride at Griffith Park in Los Angeles.

The original Lincoln Park Carousel was a treasured 
landmark in the Los Angeles community, yet it suffered from 
years of disrepair before finally closing after the fire.  After 
years of hard work, Gustavson has finally returned a wood-
en carousel to the park, and, with help from Councilman 
Reyes, a new building was built to protect it.  To add to the 
historic significance, this is the first hand-carved wooden 
carousel to be installed in Los Angeles in over 75 years.

The carousel was purchased from Daniel Horenberger 
of Brass Ring Entertainment by Gustavson 10 years ago. 
After years of restoration, the carousel is up and running 
again in all of its glory.

The Saturday grand opening was well attended and well 
received by the community.  And after a blessing by the lo-
cal priest, children of all ages boarded the carousel for its 
maiden spin.

Along with the carousel at Griffith Park, the old Lincoln 
Park was one of the sites that Walt Disney observed prior 
to opening his Disneyland. Complete with the carousel and 

several other rides and attractions, Lincoln Park was a ma-
jor family gathering spot in the Los Angeles area, competing 
with Beverly Park and the old amusement park in El Monte, 
CA.

These long-lost parks were the inspirations for Disney-
land. In addition to Lincoln and El Monte, Beverly Park, 
once thriving on the site of the Beverly Center, would greatly 
influence Disney.  Owned by Dave Bradley, Beverly Park 
had a C. W. Parker carousel and a kiddie carousel, a fer-
ris wheel, a train, boat rides, pony rides, a fun house and 
more.  Bradley’s primary business was building amuse-
ment rides and Beverly Park was to some extent a demo 
for prospective customers. After the park closed Bradley, 
continued building rides, becoming an innovator of modern 
amusement equipment.  He is considered the “father of the 
modern carousel” due his revolutionary use of fiberglass in 
merry-go-round construction.  Today, his animals are the 
most ridden carousel pieces in the world.

Bud Hurlbut, the owner on the park in El Monte, later 
went on to build and own rides at Knott’s Berry Farm, which 
became a major competitor to Disneyland.  After the sale 
of the Knott’s park by the family, Hurlbut then went on to 

LA Councilman Ed Reyes, at the podium, presides over the 
opening ceremony of the new Lincoln Park Carousel.
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build Castle Park in Riverside, CA.  Today, Castle Park is 
still used as a model for family-owned and operated amuse-
ment parks around the country.

Lincoln Park’s owner was Ross Davis who was a pas-
sionate believer in placing carousels in city parks, and he 
stood behind his beliefs. His merry-go-rounds can still be 
ridden in Los Angeles at Griffith Park, in San Diego at Bal-
boa Park, in San Fransisco at Golden Gate Park, and in 
Berkeley at Tilden Park.

The original carousel at Lincoln Park operated from the 
1930s until destroyed by fire in 1976.

According to Reyes, this is much more than just a merry-
go-round.  For him the new carousel at Lincoln Park “sym-
bolizes the community’s determined effort to take back the 
park from “unsavory elements.”  A new hand-carved wooden 
carousel gives LA’s Lincoln Park a new heart and soul.

Carousels and other amusement rides and family-orient-
ed activities were once the staples of city parks all over the 
country, making the parks family-friendly gathering places.  
With the loss of so many carousels, many city parks have 
become just the opposite, and, as Reyes says, they have 
become the gathering places of the “unsavory” elements.

Nearly three thousand miles away, at Eldridge Park in 
Elmira, NY the positive effects of a community carousel can 
be seen today.  Once a thriving amusement park, after the 

park closed it became a dangerous drug infested grassy 
wasteland.  However, the community rallied together and 
raised money to re-carve figures to re-populate their cen-
tury-old Looff carousel.  The carousel opened in the park 
in the summer of 2006 with a gala ceremony including the 
likes of NBC news anchor Brian Williams and clothing de-
signer Tommy Hilfiger.  The carousel is now the centerpiece 
of a reborn city and city park.  The park now hosts an annual 

July 4th 1935, showing the crowd. “This was probably the biggest crowd we’d have all year.  The major holidays were Memo-
rial Day, Independence Day and Labor Day.  We also had an Iowa picnic in February. “If the weather was good, we got an awful 
lot of Iowans.  Half the people who lived in Long Beach were from Iowa – they’d come up by trolly and eat coffee apple pie and 
ice cream.” – John O. Davis

The Lincoln Park Wurlitzer 165 band organ.  Photos courtesy 
of the Davis Siblings Collection.
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Jazz Fest, antique car shows, and live music and outdoor 
movies on the weekends.  Where just a few years earlier, 
the park was littered with trash and discarded parapherna-
lia, it is now littered with picnic blankets, strollers, joggers, 
dog walkers and the pitter-patter of little feet.

Future plans for Eldridge Park include a scale train, a 
new lake boat and a trolley to downtown.  In addition to the 
major improvements already in place at Lincoln Park, the 
city has plans for a $10 million community swimming pool 
scheduled to open in 2010.

Hopefully, other cities and communities will find inspi-
ration from the positive influences of Eldridge and Lincoln 
parks and others like them who are learning and proving 
again what we knew so well a century ago, but we seem 
to have forgotten.  A carousel is the heart and soul of any 
park, a centerpiece for the gathering of friends, family and 
community.  And, when friends, family and community are 
gathered in numbers, the “unsavory” elements, as Reyes 
calls them, will just have to find somewhere else to go.

Shown left is the original 
Lincoln Heights (Lincoln 
Park) merry-go-round.  
The ride was sold by 
the Davis family and 
replaced with another 
carousel in 1924.  This 
photo of the original was 
taken at Treasure Island 
during the Golden Gate 
International Exposition 
in San Francisco, CA, in 
1940.  The same carousel 
now operates at Golden 
Gate Park.
 
Carl Wollner Photo.
Courtesy Barbara Williams.

A shot from inside out at Lincoln Park.Photos courtesy of the Davis Siblings Collection.

During World War I there was an amusement tax of 1 cent 
per fare. The sign said please “have pennies ready” because 
when you dealt in odd ticket prices, you had to get your pen-
nies by the bag.  The banks didn’t bother to count them then 
– they weighed the bag and had a pretty good idea of what 
the amount was.  You’d get a great big bag full of pennies [to 
make change], and you needed them.  – John Davis
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A TALE OF TWO MERRY-GO-ROUNDS
EDITOR’S NOTE:  The following bit of carousel history 

was transcribed from a slide show given by John O. Davis 
in 1986.  Hopefully these brief excerpts will do some justice 
to the great history of these two merry-go-rounds.

“The second carousel installed in the Lincoln Park loca-
tion was a 1924 Spillman.  It was an 18-section, 50-foot 
four-abreast.  It was a menagerie but with fewer menagerie 
figures than the first.  It had  lion and a tiger, as I recall, a 
couple of goats and a couple of giraffes, but mostly horses.  

“In 1924 an amusement park opened just outside of Lin-
coln Park proper.  It was called Lincoln Amusement Park.  
They had a coaster, a skating rink, an airplane swing ride, 
a scooter, and a whole bunch of other stuff.  The owner, a 
man named Jones, wanted to put a carousel in there.  Ross, 
instead of fighting the guy figured he would make the com-
mission so he sold him this one (shown above) in 1924 and 
he put it into operation there.  

“The carousel operated there until the late ‘20s when 
business in the outdoor amusement industry was pretty 
solid.  But, we were just about to enter into the Depression.  
Then, the stock market crashed, and people just weren’t 
spending money anymore.  Jones, decided he wanted to 
sell his carousel. Ross acted as broker and served as an 
intermediary for any prospective buyers.  He found one by 
the name of Speed Garret.  

“The name Speed should have told him something, I’ll 
tell you that.  Garrett took a look at the carousel and he liked 
it.  Then he came over to our park to meet with dad, and he 
took one look at our carousel and decided he wanted ours.  

Dad was one heck of an operator and his carousels al-

A factory photo of the second merry-go-round to be installed at Lincoln Park.  The the circa 1924 Spillman carousel came to 
the park around 1930 and would remain there until all but a few valuable figures were destroyed by fire in 1976.

Figures from the second Lincoln Park Carousel.  It did not 
have as many menagerie figures as the first, but was just as  
beautiful a ride.  

Photos courtesy of the Davis Siblings Collection
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As we are building an all new Frightdome, the current
inventory will be sold at Norton Auction.

World Famous “Frightdome”
AT CIRCUS CIRCUS CASINO

LAS VEGAS
Monday � Mar. 17th

� 5:00 PM
(During the Transworld Haunt Convention)

Props • Animatonics • Displays • Attractions • Costumes
• Wax Style Figures • Animated Characters • Lots more all
set up and operating!

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AWARD-WINNING AUCTIONEERS
Worldwide Amusement Auctioneers and Appraisers,
Selling the Unusual, the Unique & Extraordinary!

Another NORTON of Michigan

DAVID A. NORTON’S

NORTON AUCTIONEERS
OF MICHIGAN INCORPORATED

PROFESSIONAL AUCTIONEERS
PEARL AT MONROE    COLDWATER, MICHIGAN, USA 49036-1967

(517) 279-9063    FAX: (517) 279-9191
E-mail: nortonsold@cbpu.com      www.nortonauctioneers.com

LATE MODEL FIRST CLASS HAUNT PROPS

Absolute Auction Regardless of Price!
FOR ILLUSTRATED COLOR PHOTO BROCHURE

CONTACT..

 

One complete row of figures (one hidden) from Lincoln Park. 
They had just been painted and were ready to be put back 
on the carousel.  “Jimmy [Heys] would use a white enamel 
on the bodies, but he didn’t do any of the color work. Nathan 
Boleus would do the art work, and he was good,” said John.

Here’s what Ross spent his commission on when he sold 
the 1924 carousel to D. Jones.  He bought this Wurlitzer 165 
band organ.  “A very fine musical instrument as those things 
go.  If they are kept in tune, they made good music -- if they 
are not maintained, all they make is noise.” – John O. Davis

ways looked like they had just come out of a cellophane 
wrapper – mechanically perfect – he just kept them up which 
is one reason he was so well thought of in the industry.  Any-
way, when Garrett saw our carousel he said, “that’s the one 
I want,” so dad hiked the price a bit, and sold it to him.

“Ross bought the other carousel and pocketed the dif-
ference.  The carousel from Lincoln Amusement Park was 

10 years newer and more modern in many ways, still Gar-
rett made himself as pretty good deal as somehow he con-
vinced dad to ship the thing without any money.

“He shipped it up to little place called Lotus Island, a little 
island on the Columbia River just outside of Portland.  He 
installed it in an amusement park there. 

Photos courtesy of the Davis Siblings Collection.

A standing tiger guards the three inside-row jumpers on the 
1924 Lincoln Park Spillman Carousel.
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“Ross knew Garrett had money because he knew he had 
just sold his interest in a Canadian show prior to buying the 
carousel, so he knew he was good for it, or so he thought.  

What he didn’t know was that Garrett had signed all of 
his assets to his wife – he was broke.  Ross couldn’t get his 
money.  Meanwhile, Garrett’s partner who was a friend of 
dad, told him when a payment on the show was due and 
where it was to be made. Ross went to the bank where the 
payment was to transpire; put a lean on it, got some of the 
money back and repossessed the carousel.  Meanwhile, 
storms on the Columbia river caused the water to rise and 
the island was about to be inundated.  Dad and I went up in 
1933 and he and I stored the ride in Portland.  

The 1914 carousel was eventually recovered and sold to 
George Whitney at Playland who put it into Treasure Island. 
The second season after the fare closed Whitney installed 
it in Golden Gate Park to replace the old German one in 
there.  (There is much more to the story of the Golden Gate 
Carousel to come).

In 1976, the second Lincoln Park Carousel, the 1924 
Spillman, burned. I was in the process of removing the car-
ousel and storing it because it was being vandalized.  I had 
taken both band organs out and had gotten most of the fine 
figures off the machine – all of the outside row standers and 
all of the menagerie.  I was preparing to restore them. 

And, Bill Denzel will love this, I had luckily taken all the 
Dentzel figures, off too.  Those were valuable.

The Lincoln Park Carousel building after the fire in 1976.  
Photo by Dave Ramsey.  Courtesy of Barbara Williams.

A row of heavily charred horses.  Photo by Dave Ramsey.  
Courtesy of Barbara Williams.

The Lion from the 1924 Spillman.

John Davis on clean-up duty at the Lincoln Park Carousel 
building after the fire in 1976.  Photo by Dave Ramsey.  
Courtesy of Barbara Williams.
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A R C H I V E S

Proud townsfolk aboard a carousel in Freeburg, PA.  Circa likely pre-1900.

Visit www.CarouselNews.com “Archives” to comment on this carousel.

The 

Carousel
News & Trader

    It would appear that this carousel is either 

in the midst of being put up or taken down in 

Freeburg, PA.  Or maybe that is all there was 

to the old machine, most likely pre-1900.

   Freeburg is a borough in Snyder County, 

PA. The population was just 584 at the 2000 

census, but the entire borough has a total 

area of 0.3 square miles.

   It certainly looks like a proud gathering for 

this priceless photo over a century ago.

If you have archives that you would like to
sell or share, no matter how large or small, 
contact us at info@carouselnews.com or 

call 818-332-7944, ext. 6.

FOR SALE
36-foot Allan Herschell 

Carousel

20 Jumping Horses, 6 Mini-Horses
Horses are combination wood and aluminum

2 Chariot Seats
Diamond Plated Aluminum Platforms

Sale Price: $30,000
Contact “Little Richard” Thomas.  

Cell (267) 735-8355
You may see Richard in person at the IISA Extravaganza in 

Gibsonton, Florida representing Caravan Unlimited Trailers, 
February 5-9, 2008 (For more info or pictures of  the carousel).
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This photograph of a panel on the Golden Gate Park Carou-
sel was taken in 1974.  Photo by Dave Ramsey.  Courtesy of 
Barbara Williams.  
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By Shawn Clubb
Reprinted courtesy of Southwest City Journal

As a three-year-old child, Doug Garner gazed at the roller coaster at 
Westlake Park.  That experience in West County, one of Garner’s earliest 
recollections, became part of a life-long love of amusement parks. Garner 
remembers family trips to the area’s amusement parks, including the Forest 
Park Highlands along Oakland Avenue and Chain of Rocks on the bluffs 
near Riverview Boulevard.

Garner, 56, who now lives in Washington, D.C., has authored a book 
about the Highlands and other St. Louis amusement parks. He had it pub-
lished through Arcadia Publishing, which focuses on local history books. 

     BOOK REVIEW:       Forest Park Highlands Burned in 1963

Book Recalls St. Louis Park Memories

The carousel building is seen in the foreground of the tragic fire that would 
destory most of the park in July of 1963.  Historic photos reprinted with per-
mission from “Forest Park Highlands,” by Doug Garner.  The book is avail-
able from the publisher online at www.arcadiapublishing.com or by calling 
(888) 313-2665.
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The book took Garner six to eight weeks to write, but 
more than 30 years to compile, he said. However, the inter-
est in amusement parks that led Garner to author the book 
began more than 50 years ago when his family lived in the 
north St. Louis County community of Berkeley.

Garner’s parents would take him twice each season to 
Westlake, Chain of Rocks and the Forest Park Highlands. 
They would even take him to the parks to look them over in 
the winter when the parks were idle.

By age 7, Garner had managed to get on the Comet 
roller coaster at the Highlands. He remembers the roller 
coaster cars riding on casters through wooden troughs, the 
look of the wooden roller coasters and the sounds of the 
machinery moving.

“I noticed those details even back then,” Garner said.
Garner had started third grade when his father, a truck 

driver, was transferred to a terminal in Ohio. Garner began 
visiting an amusement park called The Crystal Beach in 
Vermilion, Ohio. It featured a wooden roller coaster next to 
the highway and reminded him of the Highlands.

“That thing [in Ohio] was so old and beat up my mom 
wouldn’t even let me go on it,” he said.

Garner later would visit Cedar Point Amusement Park in 
Sandusky, Ohio, which specialized in new steel roller coast-
ers. He later joined the Navy and found an amusement park 
to visit in Barcelona, Spain.

Through his travels, Garner’s mind always stayed on St. 
Louis. When he would meet someone from here, he would 
question them about what they remembered about the 
Highlands. While attending school to become a hairdresser, 
he asked a customer how he could find old photos from 
the Highlands. She told him to call the Missouri Historical 
Society.

Garner started researching. He placed ads in newspa-
pers asking people to send him anything they had from the 
Highlands.

“Every once in a while something would trickle in. I kept 
collecting,” he said.

While reading some books from Arcadia Publishing, Gar-
ner decided he could compile one on the Highlands and 
other St. Louis amusement parks. The result is a book with 

After the Highlands burned to the ground in 1963, the car-
ousel was purchased by Howard C. Ohlendorf to prevent it 
from being dismantled.  He donated it to St. Louis County 
Parks and Recreation in 1965. The department operated it 
at Sylvan Springs County Park until 1980.  After a lengthy 
restoration, the carousel would reopen at Faust Park in 1987.

An advertisement from 1901 promises lots of fun at Forest 
Park Highlands.
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Photos by John Caruso

190 photographs with captions of more than 500 words 
each. The book traces the history of the Highlands from 
1896, prior to the St. Louis World’s Fair, to July 19, 1963 
- the day the Highlands burned down.

Thomas Haller of Dogtown calls Garner the “world’s ex-
pert on the Forest Park Highlands.” He knows Garner and 
had previously read Garner’s writings about the Highlands 
on the Dogtown Historical Society website.

Haller credits Garner with capturing the essence of what 

the amusement parks meant to those who enjoyed them 
each season.

“This finely-crafted book brings back such memories as 
begging Grandpa Adolph for one more ride on the Comet 
or 10 more cents to play the skee-ball,” Haller said. “Hop-
ing to win Grandma Helen a prized candy dish that came 

1921 Dentzel Today at Faust County Park

The 1920s Dentzel has operated at Faust Park since 1987.
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in four long pieces to look like a little brown wiener dog. To 
my delight, she proudly displayed it on her coffee table for 
years.”

Forest Park Highlands, by Doug Garner is available from 
Arcadia Publishing by calling (888) 313-2665 or online at 
www.arcadiapublishing.com.

FOREST PARK DENTZEL HISTORY
The St. Louis Dentzel Carousel was created in the 1920s. 

The carousel was installed in 1929 at the Forest Park High-
lands. When the Highlands burned to the ground in 1963, 
the carousel was purchased by Howard C. Ohlendorf to 
prevent it from being dismantled.  He donated it to St. Louis 
County Parks in 1965, and the carousel operated at Sylvan 

Spring Park until 1980. The St. Louis County Historic Build-
ings Commission and Faust Cultural Heritage Foundation 
raised enough money to restore the carousel to its origi-
nal beauty and installed it in a climate controlled building in 
Faust Park in 1987.

The St. Louis Carousel is open Tuesday-Sunday, 10:00 
am. to 4:00 p.m.can be reserved for birthday parties and 
private functions. Call (636) 519-9950 for rental informa-
tion. The carousel also hosts special programs and events 
throughout the year.  Rides are $1.00.  Children 12 months 
and under ride free with a paying adult.

The St. Louis Carousel at Faust Park, 15189 Olive Blvd., 
Chesterfield, MO 63017  For tickets and general informa-
tion, call (636) 537-0222.

Restoration
Running Horse Studio

Lourinda Bray 
626-793-1303

Restoration
Running Horse Studio
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ZIONSVILLE, IN -- Most of us who collect things find a 
shelf or two around the house to share our treasures with 
others.

Toy collector Robert Carter had to build a two-story build-
ing for his riches.

“I’ve still got a lot of stuff in storage,” said the 73-year-old 
retired entrepreneur. “But I’m not sure where I would put 
it.”

Just in time for a holiday-break getaway with the kids, 
the Carter Toy Museum has opened on brick-paved Main 
Street. Come see the stuff Santa delivered to children a half 
a century or more ago -- and that Mom later threw out.

Visitors inside the white-columned, Victorian Revival- 

By Zach Dunkin
Reprinted courtesy of the Indianapolis Star

Included in the 1,000 of Vintage Toys is a 1948 Working Carousel

A Man and All His Toys; Robert 
Carter Opens His Special Museum

This working carousel is just one of thousands of vintage toys on display at the Cartour Toy Museum in Indiana.
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Top Quality 
Carousel Horse Hair Tails

We are continuing the service of
supplying the same high quality tails that 
June Reely offered through her business, 

Flying Tails.

We have all colors and sizes available
and in any quanity.

Also restoration services available. 

Contact: Lourinda Bray
Running Horse Studio
1660 La Vista Place
pasadena, CA 91103

(626) 793-1303

style structure will discover antique toys, dolls, trains, pedal 
cars, coin-operated kiddie rides and a working 1948 carou-
sel.

Carter has no idea how many toys are in the dozens of 
glass cases, or how much his collection is worth.

“I have a hard enough time even remembering what I 
have sometimes and I’ll end up with doubles,” confesses 
Carter, owner of Carter Van Lines and a developer of sev-
eral Zionsville subdivisions. “I’ll keep the best one and sell 
the other one in the antique shop.”

Carter’s wife, Jean, runs the Spiral Staircase antique 
shop on the building’s first floor, adjacent to the ‘50s-style 
ice cream parlor that opened last fall. The museum opened 
last month.

The lifelong Zionsville resident said he started collecting 
toys casually about 40 years ago, and “got serious” about 
it 20 years later, when “I knew I was going to build this mu-
seum someday.”

He owns at least one toy he says is priceless -- a 1924 
Spirit of St. Louis mechanical airplane and tower.

Robert Carter has no idea how many toys he has on display, 
but it took a two-story building to house them.

In addition to all the toys, the museum building houses a 
‘50s-style ice cream shop and an atique shop.
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“My father brought it home to me when I was about 10,” 
said Carter. “I wouldn’t even let my son play with it.”

He buys from auctions, other collectors, flea markets, 
want ads and estate sales from all over the U.S. The bulk 
of his collection, most of it from the 1960s and earlier, is on 
display on the second floor, organized in groupings. Instead 
of a couple of robots, you’ll see a dozen together. You’ll find 
not just one BB gun, but eight, including a rare 1890 double-
barrel gun and a wooden model.

There are board games. Race cars. Jack-in-the boxes. 
Lunch boxes. Erector sets. Wind-up tin toys. Lincoln Logs. 
And, of course, dolls and trains.

There’s an original Shirley Temple doll. A Little Orphan 
Annie Pastry Set. A Spike Jones drum kit. And a “sparkling, 
friction-powered” Flash Gordon Fighter Ship.

While most of the toys are in quality “as is” condition, 
many of the pedal cars lining the high shelves around the 
room have been restored. Carter is particularly proud of a 
G-Man car he had restored and customized with a machine 
gun he found for it. The basement level is filled with three dozen restored 

coin-operated rides. For 50 cents, kids can ride a dolphin, 
camel, pig, teeter-totter or stagecoach, to name a few. 
There’s also a small bumper car area with three restored 
bumper cars.

“I’ll never stop buying toys,” Carter said. “I’m always 
looking for something different I don’t have.”

Now, if he can just remember everything he has.

THE CARTER TOY MUSEUM
93 S. Main St., Zionsville, IN.

Winter hours: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m Tues. through Sat. 
Also available for birthday parties. The museum is 
closed on Christmas and New Year’s Day.

Admission: $8 adults, $7 senior citizens, $5 for 
ages 16 and younger (includes a free ride on the 
carousel or bumper cars) and free for ages 4 and 
younger.  Info: (317) 773-1650.

In addition to all the toys, the basement is filled with three 
dozen restored coin operated rides.
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Antique Carousel Horses and 
Menagerie Figures, Mechanical Music, Full Carousels, 
Contemporary Figures, Other Carousel Collectibles and Much More...

A n t i q u e C A r o u s e l s . C o m

1890s seahorse Bike from sutro’s Baths

Looff Miniature in glass with organ

stAnders Jumpers menAgerie And more...

Antique Carousel Horses and 
Menagerie Figures, Mechanical Music, Full Carousels, 
Contemporary Figures, Other Carousel Collectibles and Much More...

Ca. 1912 illions Partial armored

Rare illions Prancer(s) (We have a pair!)
dentzel Jumper- Pam hessey paint

dentzel Jumper from grants Park, ga

allan herschell Trojan

spanaway, Wa, Looff giraffe

Ca. 1905 dentzel Lion(s) - Two available

spanaway, Wa, Looff goat

Rare herschell-spillman frog

double-deck Mini-Columbia

dentze/Muller Top Knot Jumper
dentzel Prancer - Prince Cantle

Ca. 1894 Keansburg Looff Jumper

dentzel deer Prancer

antiquecarousels@gmail.com6 2 6 . 6 3 9 . 0 3 1 3www.antiquecarousels.com
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By T. J. Cooling
Special to The Carousel News

The “Classical Carousel #1” was begun in 1990 and it 
took two years to complete.  It was a collaborative effort 
of the kit designer, Al Kruger; my father, who designed the 
housing; and my mother, who made the top.  I made the 
sculptural figures, interior and cornice.

I am a California native for 50 years, although not a 
“beach kid.”  I was never into sports or surfing, as so many 
California natives are.  My interests were always more ar-
tistic.  My love for art galleries let me to teaching art.  I also 
developed a love for carousels and traveling.  I met Al Kru-
ger in 1983, and he and my father started me in the hobby 
of miniature carousels.

With the use of Al’s miniature carousel mechanism kit, I 
decided to tackle the chore of populating and decorating a 
custom miniature carousel of my own design.

All of my figures and decorative pieces on the carousel 
are molded from polyform clays.  For an animal figure, the 
process begins with an armature of compressed aluminum 
foil and wire. I measure the figure to the space it will fit and 

position it.  This is then covered with the polyform clay until 
the “naked” animal as realistic as possible, (I do not make 
cartoon-related pieces).

I work from many references, living and photographic 
and try to avoid the “flat,” two-dimensional look that many 

      MINIATURES:        Themed Carousels Built for Collectors

California Artist’s Custom Miniatures

T. J. Cooling and her first custom themed miniature carousel with a Classical theme, completed in 1992.
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carousel figures can have.
When I am finished with the piece, it is baked in a small 

toaster oven on a steel rod so it can be removed at the first 
sign of browning.  The clay is then cured under cool running 
water that stiffens the positions of the legs since the clay is 
a plastic and can move during baking.

The completed bare piece is then sanded and given a 
coat of gesso primer.  Then, I add another layer of clay and 
mold the saddle decorations and tail.  These are too tiny 
and thin for even the toaster and need to be baked over a 
candle.  The piece is then cooled and primed again.

The painting process can take from five hours for a small 
pig to 10 hours for a giraffe or ornate armored horse.  I use 
light-fast acrylic paints and a UV spray finish.  It is very hard 
to make two figures alike.  I can only approximate a previ-
ous piece.  Two chariot horses, for example, can have the 
same trappings, but the animals will be complete individu-
als, although approximately the same size. Only the color of 
the paints can be exactly the same.

The carousel cornice and interior is lit with 80 tiny “grain 
of rice” bulbs.  On the “Classic Carousel #1” there are 20 
three-dimensional figures related to classical mythological 
themes.  The center is decorated with a cornucopia of fruits 
and a King Neptune and mermaids.  The floor is 1/2” var-
nished oak laminate.

I have completed three other carousels of different 

themes, which are owned by collectors.  They are “The 
Woodland Carousel #2,” “Alice in Wonderland #3,” and “No-
ah’s Ark #4.”  The Noah’s Ark carousel holds 58 animals and 
took three years to complete.

I am currently working on two carousels concurrently, of 
the same theme.  They will be called “It’s a Holiday” and will 
hold a representative figure of all the holidays throughout 
the year.  Some examples are a black cat for Halloween and 
a dragon for Chinese New Year.  The cornices will be deco-
rated like Victorian postcards, depicting the different months 
of the year and corresponding holiday seasons.

One of these carousels will be available for sale, the oth-
er will replace my prototype “Classical Carousel #1.”

I have always loved creating these pieces as they seem 
to take on a life of their own as they near completion.  It is 
a fun, relaxing hobby.  I enjoy coming home from work, put-
ting on a good movie and sculpting the next piece.  Need-
less to say, I have never considered it work.

I will be available for custom orders for full carousels or 
just menageries by mid-2008.  I also create custom cornice 
boards and other related pieces.

T. J. Cooling with Al Kruger and the Noah’s Ark carousel, 
which was completed in January 2005.
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Al Kruger’s miniature carousel mechanism kits.  Shown 
above is a 16” model.  The 16” model can carry 16 figures.  
There is also a 21” machine that can carry 24 figures and 
one extra large 37” machine.  The mechanisms come fully 
assembled and lighted; except for animals, cornice and in-
ner panels.  The carousels are available in light oak or dark 
walnut finish. For more information on the miniatures or 
other carousel-related commission art work, contact T. J. 
Cooling at 714-775-6991.

Carrousels

20’ Fantasy – Horses & Menagerie
28’ Americana – Horses & Menagerie

36’ 3-Abreast – 30 Horses
***All manufactured by Chance ***

For sale, long term lease, or revenue sharing opportunities

Family Entertainment, Inc.
888-237-0444

rtinsleyenterprises@yahoo.com
Richard Tinsley
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C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S
CLASSIFIED ADS:  70¢ per word, number or abbreviation per insertion for 1 to 3 insertions. (Phone numbers or address numbers count as one word). 50¢ 
per word, per insertion for 4 or more insertions. Classified ads should be prepaid by check or credit card.  Ads must be received by the 1st of the month 
to be included in the next month’s issue. Repeat ads that run 6 times or more are 50¢ per word and can be invoiced in three-month increments.   Mail to 
Carousel News & Trader, 11001 Peoria Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 or Fax to (818) 332-7944. Email to: sales@carouselnews.com.

 ANITQUE FIGURES
AUTHENTIC PTC JUMPER C 1919.  Carousel 
#49, Clementon Amusement Park. Restored, 
stand and pole included. Will email pictures.  
Derry1514@sbcglobal.net, (440) 808-1495. 

PRIVATE COLLECTOR OFFERS - Dentzel 
Jumper by Muller, Dentzel Jumper, very fancy 
Spillman,  Herschell Spillman Jumper with US flag 
on each side, simple very old English horse (stain 
finish), dramatic Muller/Sandusky Armored Horse 
replica, set of 4 small animals from European 
children’s carousel (Rabbit, Fox, Wild Boar and 
Bear). Each in fine condition; each is reasonably 
priced. Will send pictures and details via email. 
Please respond to 1deu@earthlink.net.

CAROUSEL ANIMALS FOR SALE - Horses, 
menagerie, Muller, Dentzel Looff, Illions, Herschell-
Spillman.  Call (248) 693-1137 or email to 
lsho382057@aol.com.

CAROUSEL LIQUIDATION SALE - Parker 
w/roses, Spillman w/Large Poppy, Spillman 
Engineering Trojan, striped Spillman, Loof Indian 
fiberglass, payments available, signed limited 
edition prints, music boxes and more.  Kristeen 
(831) 429-1844 or Caldwell.kris@gmail.com. 

ANTIQUE CAROUSEL FIGURES, Dentzel 
jumper, PTC stander, LOOF jumper, CARMEL 
stander, PARKER jumper, LOOF prancer. Call 
(907) 248-5611.

PRIVATE PARTY LIQUIDATING COLLECTION:  
Dentzel tiger, Carmel stander, Dentzel outer 
stander, Herschell-Spillman stander,  Muller 
jumper, Parker stargazer, Loof goat, and many 
more. (509) 292-2606.

ANTIQUE CAROUSEL ANIMALS. Buy-Sell-
Trade.  Merry-Go-Round Antiques.  Al Rappaport, 
29541 Roan Dr. Warren, MI 48093.  (586) 751-
8078.

CHICAGOLAND’S largest carousel figure 
inventory. www.carouselclassics.com.  e-mail: 
carouselmail2@aol.com.  847-446-6970.

APPRAISALS AND SALES,  Send photos and 
$40 per appraisal. Send SASE for list of over 
50 figures & scenery panels. Ken Weaver, 506 
Pughtown Rd., Spring City, PA 19475. (610) 469-
6331 or e-mail barbmgr@aol.com.

LOTS OF HORSES in stock, antique and 
reproduction for quick delivery.  Carousel 
Workshop, 29915 Fullerville Rd., Deland, FL 
32720. (352) 669-6449.   
Web: www.carouselworkshop.com.

CAROUSEL FIGURES  Buy/Sel l /Trade.    
Restorations by Wolf. Steve Crescenze.  (301) 
932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com

CAROUSEL FIGURES • ROCKING HORSES, 
Buy/Sell/Trade/Restore.  www.myCarousel.com, 
email: myCarousel@myCarousel.com, phone 
(703) 892-8666; Gary & Sandy Franklin, 3818 
S. 9th St., Arlington, VA  22204.

ART/PHOTOGRAPHY
COLLECTIBLE POSTCARDS AND PHOTO 
ART prints of 1906 Looff Carousel In San 
Francisco.  Large selection, all animals included. 
Visit www.carouselmultimedia.com.

BAND ORGANS
BAND ORGANS, 12 styles, based on Wurlitzer.  
Discounts on demo units when available.  John-
son Organ Co., Inc. box 1228, Fargo, ND 58107.  
email: organ@johnsonorgan.com.  (Serious in-
quiries only please).

STINSON CAROUSEL & FAIRGROUND  
ORGANS  Custom instruments, restoration, 
updates.  Stinson MIDI operating systems.  
Music; Artizan, Stinson, Wurlitzer specialists.
Phone (937) 593-5709,  fax (937) 593-5553. 
Web:  www.StinsonBandOrgans.com.  E-mail: 
dstinson@bright.net  

CAROUSEL ORGANS: Calliopes & Nickelodeons.  
Free brochure. Ragtime, 4218 Jessup Rd., Dept 
CN, Ceres, CA 95307. (209) 634-8475.

FOR SALE.  WURLITZER STYLE 125 BRASS 
TRUMPET BAND ORGAN.  $12,000.  Paul 
Cuoco.  113 Monument Ave., Wyoming, PA 
18644.  Tel: 570-693-2764.

BLUEPRINTS
INDIAN PONY 1/2 scale blueprints, also 1/2 
scale for Muller “Ghost” horse. Produced by 
carver with over 30 years experience carving 
top of the line figures.  Contact Joe Leonard, 
12107 St Rt 88, Garrettsville, OH 44231. (330) 
527-2307. Web site www.joeleonard.com. Email: 
leonardJ@apk.net.

BRASS RINGS
AUTHENTIC BRASS RINGS - $9.95 each or 
$5.00 with the purchase of a CD or tape.  See 
Dynamic Recording ad under music.

FREE BRASS RINGS with every order. Solid 
brass original carousel brass ring replicas. 
1,000s of collectible items for sale at www.
CarouselStore.com or call 818-332-7944.

CAROUSELS
1903 C.W. PARKER CAROUSEL mechanism. 
(NO HORSES) 36 ft., 3 row, in semi-trailer. In 
storage 16 years. Last operated in Pennsylvania 
in 1990. (561) 445-2250.

FULLY COMPLETE ANTIQUE WOODEN 
CAROUSELS for sale dating to 1895.  Other 
significant large and new carousels available. 
For more information, visit www.carousel.com, 
email to dan@carousel.com or call Brass Ring 
Entertainment at 818-394-0028.

ALLAN HERSCHELL - 1952 model, 36-ft. 
Merry-Go-Round.  Three abreast, no horses, 
108 lights on running boards, flourscent lights 
on sweeps, 2 chariots.  Center rebuilt, soft start.  
Packed in a 24-ft. semi-trailer, $7,500.  Cash or 
Trade.  MANGELS DRY BOAT RIDE, $3,000.  
A. H. LITTLE BEAUTY Merry-Go-Round parts, 
no wood, call for prices.  Mangels clutch shoes, 
$200.  Have many parts for older rides.  Call 
(570) 222-3458.

CarouselThe

News & Trader

Missed An Issue?  
Lost An Issue?

Looking For A 
Carousel Story?

Search the contents of more 
than 22 years of The Carousel 

News & Trader online!
www.CarouselNews.com
818-332-7944, ext. 6

Makes a Great Gift at 
only $35 per year!

1985-2007 Back Issues Available
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CARVING
CUSTOM CARVING BY KRISTI.  Carving quality, affordable carousel 
animals since 1985.  Original designs or faithful reproductions. Full-size 
50” stander at $2,600.   View  her carvings at  www.mallcourt.com.   (505) 
994-0617.
 

GIFTS
ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS of unique, distinctive and fun 
carousel items to delight yourself and your friends.  Luann’s Carousel Gifts;  
Box 132 Chicopee, MA 01021. (413) 534-4139. www.liannscarouselgifts.
com.  email: Luanncarousel@aol.com.

THE LITTLE CAROUSEL HORSE wanted to become a real horse, but 
will he miss the magic of a carousel?  This thought provoking fairy-tale is 
guaranteed to be enjoyed for years to come by young and old alike.  www.
snapbacks.com  888.933.2545

JEWELS
GLASS JEWELS, send $2.00 for color catalog to Janet Berwin, 2111 Plattin 
Rd.  Festus, MO 63028.  (636) 937-6998,  Fax (636) 933-4854.
 

MINIATURES
MINIATURE CAROUSEL KITS, also miniature carousel parts. For info 
contact, Bernice Evarts, 121 Payne Ave., N. Tonawanda, NY 14120. (716) 
692-7875. Email, EPBA1230@aol.com. 

MUSIC
AUTHENTIC MERRY-GO-ROUND MUSIC on cassettes and CDs.  Over 100 
different recordings of band organs, calliopes, player pianos, etc.  Send $1 
for 30-page catalog. Carrousel Music, Box 231, Dept. TA, Chambersburg, 
PA 17201; (717) 264-5800.  Visa, MasterCard.

DYNAMIC RECORDINGS offers Carousel Breezes series of band organ 
music. Full hour of digital recordings from Sea Breeze Park.  800-816-
4262.  $16.45 for CDs, includes S&H.  Wholesale available. www.dynrec.
com/carousel.html. 

BAND ORGAN and carousel music.  Wide range of CDs and casette tapes.  
Call 800-558-7969 or visit us a www.CarouselStore.com.

Restoration
Wood repairs by Ron Purdy
Gold and aluminum leafing

Oil painting by hand
Specializing in “back to factory”

Quality hair tails available in
all colors & sizes.

(626) 793-1303
Running HoRse studio • LouRinda BRay

C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S

FOR SALE
1906 PARKER CAROUSEL

36 Carousel Horses.
Some are especially nice carvings and style.

2 beautiful hand-carved chariots.
Carousel needs restoration.  Has been in dry storage for 40 
years.  Carousel was last operated in Charlotte, NC 50 years 

ago.  Carousel currently in North Carolina.
Price: $150,000  $145,000

Bob Kissel, Salesman
8253 E. Lee Road, Madison, IN 47250

Phone: 812-839-3255

Price 

Reduced BARGAIN
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Buying disc and cylinder music boxes, musical 
clocks and watches, band organs, coin pianos, 
cylinder phonographs with horns, automata.  
Also smaller pieces like Rolmonica, Play-A-Sax, 
paper and cob driven organettes. Anything in 
mechanical musical instruments.

MECHANICAL MUSIC WANTED

MECHANTIQUES
Martin Roenigk

The Crescent Hotel
75 Prospect Ave., Eureka Springs, AR 72632

Phone: (800) 671-6333
email: mroenigk@aol.com

RESTORATION
RESTORATIONS BY WOLF, cover quality, affordable prices.  Phone (301) 
932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com

PROFESSIONAL, QUALITY RESTORATIONS. Custom Caving and 
Restoration. 454 Acadia, Wichtia KS 67212. (316) 722-1872. Email ccrmar@
att.net  Web http://home.att.net/~ccrmar.

SUPPLIES
NEW GEARS AND BEARINGS for all carousels.  10-years or 110-year-old 
carousels. Visit www.amusementgear.com or call (818) 504-4946.

STANDS, BRASS POLES, ROCKING HORSE accessories, Carousel 
Memories.  Mike Mendenhall, Box 33225, Los Gatos, CA 95031. Phone: 
(408) 356-2306. email: carousel@sprintmail.com

CUSTOM DISPLAY STANDS for jumpers, prancers, standers.  Send SASE 
for brochure.  Dave Boyle, 150 Andrews Trace, New Castle, PA 16102, 
phone (724) 667-8181.

CAST IRON & WOOD bases & pole sets  $195 - $495. Send SASE. Carousel 
Workshop, 29915 Fullerville Rd., Deland, FL 32720.  Phone: (352) 669-6449.   
Web: www.carouselworkshop.com.

TAILS
SOFT TANNED TAILS all sizes and colors.  A quality horse tail. 2720 Old 
Orchard Rd, Lancaster, PA 17601. (717) 295-9188.

WANTED
WANTED: Antique Herschell Spillman Rooster.  Please email information 
if possible to include a photo to: fantasm@sympatico.ca or leave message at 
514-767-0874.

WANTED: 66 Key BAB music rolls.  Buy or trade.  Contact Jerry Doring at 
(626) 447-6306 or email to wendydoring@sbcglobal.net.

WANTED TO BUY, looking for basket cases or animals needing repairs. Send 
photos to Ron Craig, 51 Maridale, Lincoln, IL 62556. (217) 735-3308.

POP-UP BOOK CAROUSEL, by Weiss, Figment Press, other carousel 
pop-ups, Ray Geweke, N8188 big Lake, Sherwoood, WI, 54169, 920-989-
2629, nevaray@tds.net.

CAROUSEL ARCHIVES and other information: Any and all information 
about historic carousels. Pictures, ads, and/or any kind of archive. One 
piece or whole collection. Contact us at info@Carouselnews.com or (818) 
332-7944.

C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S

HISTORIC 
CLOCK TOWER

Clock tower from the world-famous 
Los Angeles Produce Mart.

Over 8 feet wide and 12 feet tall. 
4-sided milk glass.  
A great piece for a carousel building cupola or fine 
home. Reverse glass paintings in the top.

$35,000.00. 
Contact us for more pictures and details.

Email inquiries to: Info@carousel.com
Or call: 818-394-0028
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A l l  t h i n g s  c A r o u s e l  f o r  o v e r  3 5  y e A r s
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M u s e u M  Q u a l i t y  R e s t o R a t i o n s  •  C u s t o M - B u i lt  M a C h i n e s  •  G e a R s  &  B e a R i n G s

America’s Traditional Carousel Builder For Over 35 Years

 
carousels for Amusement and city Parks, Museums, even your Back yard

- Antique carousels for sale -
 from historic grand 4-row Park carousels to classic 2-row Portables




