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Edward Buff seated at his workbench. Date unknown. Compare the head on the right with the third row jumpers in the photos on page
13. Look closely at the head in the glare of the window and compare to photo on page 11. All horses are from Salem Willows machine.
Buff is holding an unfinished foreleg. There is a roughed-out leg in the vise of the work bench

(continued from page 11)

animals for one or two obscure machines.” Nev-
ertheless, | asked her to send me more informa-
tion on Mr. Buff.

A couple of weeks passed, and | received in
the mail a photocopy of a newsletter published in
1981 by the local historical society of New Balti-
more, a tiny, rural town in upstate New York with
a population of approximately 3,500. | was
shocked when | locked at two of the photos that
pictured carousel animals! How could somecne
with so much talent still be unknown to us?
Evidently Rip Van Winkle's resting place wasn't
the only secret hidden away in the Catskills!

Determined to learn more, | asked Bonnie if
she'd like to come with me to an antique estate
sale in New Baltimore, on the outside chance that
| might meet someone who could tell me more
about Edward Buff. What took place there was a
once in a lifetime happening.

Asthis was an estate sale held on-site, every-
one brought lawn chairs. The auctioneer's tent
was set up in the back yard of the old farmhouse.
We sat down and previewed the auction contents
which, for the most part, were uninteresting, but
| was curious about a couple of Persian rugs.
About an hour into the sale they came up, but
went much higherthan | dared to bid. Prices were
generally high so we decided to try and catch
anotherauctionthat had been advertised. Bonnie
went to use the phone to get directions.

All of this time there had been an older couple

The Buffs in front of their Ellenville store. The clock in the center of the window with the
foxes can be seen on page 18.
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Above is a close-up of the detail of the fox clock at right. The carving of the fox is virtually the same as
that behind the cantle of the Perron’s Looff horse shown below. Photo by Karen McCarthy.

(continued from page 17)

the Black Forest carvings of his native land must have been a major
influence for Edward Buff's carvings. Certainly his carvings closely
duplicate Black Forest pieces; deer being among his most popular
subjects. Yet these stags do not resemble species here in this
country. They look like the European red deer or fallow deer. Awall
plaque in Louise Krietmeier's collection is of a chamois, which is a
species of antelope indigenous to Europe. Walter Dietz owns a
carved deer head, about one-third life size, which hangs on his wall.
The eyes are not glass, but are carved in such a way that the animal
seems to be watching you, no matter where you are in the room.
Many of the pieces are decorated with the shaggy, Ponderosa style
pine trees also common to Europe. Infact, the Black Forest was so
named because the trees were so thick that very little light shone
through the forest itself, thus making it almost "black.” One glance
at these incredibly detailed "souvenir” pieces leaves little doubt that
Buff was classically trained. Sadly, when or where will probably
never be known, as it seems he never divulged any details of his

The full view of Laurie Fowler's fox clock shows
the influence of Black Forest carving.

early life to his descendants. Not even the names of his parents are
known. Infact, Buff not seeming like a very German name, | wonder
if possibly he may have changed it, or as often was the case, he was
misunderstood when he came through immigration.

Or did Buff feel that he had something to hide? There are so
many facts that just don't quite fit. | obtained a copy of Buff's death
certificate in hopes of learning more, but only found a lot of
"unknowns.” Even the portion where persons of foreign birth list
how many years they have resided in the U.S. was left blank.

About all | did learn was that the Buff's only child was from his
wife's previous marriage. She too was born in Germany and her
death certificate as well contains many "unknowns.” I'm currently
trying to follow up on some naturalization records contained in the
family album on a person the Buffs knew, but who was unrelated to
them. Why all of his citizenship records were kept by Buff's
granddaughter in the family album is not clear yet. My hope is that
a careful search through state records may reveal what his connec-

Cantle detail of Looff horse from Perron collection. Note the ruff around the
face and raised fur detail on the flank area. Compare to clock fox above.
Photo and figure courtesy of Perron collection.

Another Looff cantle showing a lovable whiskered dragon. Even dragons can
have a ruff of fur around their faces, it seems. Photo and figure courtesy of
Perron collection.
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THE CARQUSEL ORIGINATED IN EUROPE
BUT REACHED THE PEAK OF ARTISTIC
RAZZLE-DAZZLE UNDER THE SKILLED
HANDS OF A FEW IMMIGRANTS IN BROOKLYN.

MOST OF AMERICA'S FINEST CAROUSELS WERE CREATED BY

the Coney Asland Carvers

25

LOOFF DESIGNED HORSES IN EXPRESSIONISTIC

POSES WITH FLOWING MANES, -

THEN EMBELLISHED THEM

WITH JEWELS, MIRRORS, g

COLORED GLASS
AND ELECTRIC

LIGHTS.

THIS ORNATE
TREATMENT
BECAME KNOWN
AS THE CONEY
ISLAND STYLE.

STOLEN

Rooster from a private collection in Atlanta, Georgia. No ques-
tions asked if returned before the FBI gets involved. Confidentiality
assured. Reward for information leading to rescue.

Jon Abbott, Carousel Corner, Box 420, Clarkston, Michigan
48347 or call (313) 625-1233; fax: (312) 625-1244.

IN 1880 LOOFF OPENED A CARQUSEL FACTORY
ON BEDFORD AVENUE, BROOKLYN, AND HE
EMPLOYED CARVERS WHO WENT ON TO
SET UP THEIR OWN CAROUSEL SHOPS AT
CONEY ISLAND. CONTINUED...
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
CONNEAJT!

Of the approximately 4,000 amusement parks to have operated
in the United States, only 17 have survived to see their centennial.
1992 marks the 100th anniversary of Pennsylvania's Conneaut
Lake Park, one of America’s great traditional amusement parks.

To helpthem start the birthday celebrations, the National Amuse-
ment Park Historical Association will hold a convention at the park
this month on May 22 and 23.

The park has been returned to a turn-of-the-century look while
adding new attractions such as a water park and an extensive array
of concerts and live shows.

A new railroad-themed miniature golf course debuts this season,
while the classic Blua Streak roller coaster has been renovated.

In addition to the coaster, Conneaut Lake Park features several
otherclassicrides, including one of the few remaining Tumble Bugs,
a Whip, the Devil's Den Dark Ride, and an old fashioned Dodgem
ride. The carousel includes new wooden carvings created by the
Carousel Works of Mansfield, Ohio (see August 1989 CN&T).
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The second row chariot horse on PTC #35 looks over the shoulder of his partner. The horses have

curled tongues in their wide open mouths

unigue machine was well worth it.

There are also four chariots on the ma-
chine. The original 1898 band organ is
displayed in the carousel pavilion.

Because of the rain the original steam
engine was not operating. It was restored in
1979, and is displayed at the site. The
carousel has been converted to electricity.

In addition to the two carousels, St. Louis
County is adding a village of vintage struc-
tures dating between 1840 and the 1890s.
Demolition sites provide some cf the build-
ings, which are all indigenous to St. Louis
County. Recognizing that the carousels
themselves cannot survive alone, the vil-

lage will provide additional attraction, ac-
cording to Patrick Donelan.

Afterabarbecuedinner, slides and video
tapes brought by the guests provided the
evening's entertainment. Ideas and ques-
tions flowed informally in the comfortable
carousel gallery.

When the conference resumed at the
Government Center on March 22, past
president Charles Jacques reflected on the
events of the conference. Referring to his
infamous yellow legal pad of notes, he re-
peated many of the gems shared during the
sessions.

A determined preservationist, Charles
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The 1915 four row PTC in Eureka, Missouri came to the park in 1971. It has 58 jumpers and 10
standers, and two chariots.

31

Patrick Donelan of the Friends of the St. Louis
Carousel

encourages raising public awareness of the
historic value of carousels. He urged the
friends groups to get their board members
involved in the hands-on operation.

There can never be too much publicity,
Charles declared. Whatever happens at a
carousel, whether it is a holiday display, re-
opening for the season, special event or
restoration, there's always a story. Get the
media involved.

Will Morton was next to take the floor. His
talk focused on retaining, modifying and
replacing original features and equipment.

Conservators and restorers, Will and
Marlene Morton's goal is to preserve origi-
nal material, putting it back the way it was.
They do not believe it necessary to replace
in order to restore.

Preserving the integrity of the carousel is
more than just the horses. Will sees the
machine as a whole—the rounding boards,
the mechanism, the figures, the platform.

He suggested three steps to decide
whether to keep or modify mechanisms.
First is to inventory. Document every nut

(continued on page 32)

Will Morton spoke about preservation and
restoration.
















































Gifts from The Gift Horse, Inc.

Catalog Notice

Due to circumstances beyond

ourcontrolthe catalogis notyet

finished. Everyone who sent

money or ordered from these

ads will receive the catalog

when it is completed. Thank

you for your patience and sup-

port. The Gift Horse continues

to offer its fine carousel items at

its 44 West 4th Street location Soap Dish with pretty carousel horse
in Mansfield, OH and through and flowers, porcelain $14.00
these ads.

Sun Catchers, 3 1/2" high
Choose Red, Yellow or Blue $5.00 ea.

Decilious carousel cookies in a Gold trimmed Carousel Teapot from England
decorative reusable tin. $16.00

The Gift Horse, Inc.

English Tea Pot $48.00 SHIP TO: ( Use street address for UPS delivery)

Soap Dish $14.00
Carousel cookies $16.00 Name
Sun Catcher, Red $5.00
Sun Catcher, Blue $5.00 Address
reeeennennnene 3UN Catcher, Yellow $5.00

Zip

(Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery if item is out of stock)

Shipping & Handling CHARGE TO YOUR ACCOUNT ($15.00 minimum)
TOTAL ENCLOSED
S/H $1.00-$20.00 $2.50 VISA___ MasterCard
$20.00-$40.00 $3.50
Over $40.00 $4.50 No.

Exp Signature

Mail to: The Gift Horse, Inc. 44 West Fourth Street, Mansfield, OH 44902

No need to cut magazine, copies are acceptable



Limited Edition Replica

The Illions Stander

We've made available for collectors, one of master
carver, MLC. Illions' finest horses ever carved. His
"tour de force”, the American Beauty or "flower horse"
as he referred to it, has been carefully reproduced by a
Master Carver Bruce White for the Americana Carou-
sel Collection. The American Beauty was the lead
horse for M.C. Illions' last carousel, carved in 1927,
Three of these original completed earvings are known
to exist and have been valued in excess of $150,000
each. Illions dimensions: approx. 61.5" front height, 44"
rear height, 65" long, 13" wide. Available in White,
Antigue White, Beige and Black. Call today for your
free full color catalog.

Suggested Retail Price
$2.995.00

F.O.B. Factory

Dealer Inquiries Invited
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AMERICANA CAROUSEL COLLECTION
3645 N. W. 67th Street - Miami, FL 33147
(800) 852-0494 or (305) 6934680 EXT. 335 - FAX (305) 836-1296
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