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COASTAL CAROUSEL
FOR SALE

New, never installed, custom designed 
hand carved wooden carousel is truly 

a moving piece of art.
This one of a kind carousel celebrates 
the wildlife, habitat, history and cul-

ture that encompass life along the 
shoreline. Made by Carousel Works.

The complete ensemble is as follows:
18 panels, three rows, 50’ Lypus platform

46 custom hand carved rides
1 hand carved rocking dolphin chariots

1 hand carved rocking blue crab chariots
1 hand carved stationary flounder chariot

1 hand carved stationary lighthouse chariot
Lighthouse chariot is handicap accessible

Seating for 60
Custom, free standing band organ façade

Digital sound system
Painted vaulted ceiling

18 custom designed rounding board panels
18 framed original paintings on rounding board – 

reflecting coastal settings
17 custom designed center surround panels
17 framed mirrors on center surround panel

Approximately 650 LED lights
This is an overall “green” carousel.

NEW : CUSTOM DESIGNED * HAND CARVED * WOODEN CAROUSEL * FOR SALE

COASTAL THEME
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: AntiqueCarousels.com • (626) 639-0313 • antiquecarousels@gmail.com
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One of the distinctive and 
rare horses on PTC #44 
is this 2nd row jumper 
with the early US flag and 
banners. The blue banner 
appears to be a variation 
of the Silver Star veterans 
banner honoring wounded 
soldiers.  The Silver Star 
banner first appeared in 
1917, the year the carousel 
was manufactured. 
Richard Gardner photo 
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Come join us for a relaxing weekend with Carousel 
West at Asilomar State Park on the CA coast in Pacific 
Grove. The dates for 2012 are Friday evening June 15 
through noon on Sunday June 17.

You can make new friends and catch up with carousel people 
and ideas. We will be having some interesting programs and also 
time to visit the beach or just do nothing.Make it a longer vaca-
tion and visit nearby Monterey, Carmel or San Francisco.

The price, including community meals, rooms with a view 
and fireplace but no TV to interrupt is $300 for double occupancy 
and $450 for single occupancy. For information, contact Linda 
Allen at alleniana@comcast.net. We hope to see you there!

Come join us for a relaxing weekend with Carousel 
West at Asilomar State Park on the CA coast in Pacific 
Grove. The dates for 2013 are Friday evening June 21 
through noon on Sunday June 23.

You can make new friends and catch up with carousel people 
and ideas. We will be having some interesting programs and also 
time to visit the beach or just do nothing. Make it a longer vaca-
tion and visit nearby Monterey, Carmel or San Francisco.

The price, including community meals, rooms with a view 
and fireplace but no TV to interrupt is $350 for double occupancy 
and $525 for single occupancy. 

Contact Jean Bennett at carouselwest@gmail.com for more 
information. We hope to see you there!

Carousel West 
at Asilomar, CA
Carousel West 
at Asilomar, CA

CN&T 2013 
Buyer’s Guide 
Listings
 

... 16 pages
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Brass
 Ring

From 
Dan’s 
Desk
Message from the publisher, 
Dan Horenberger

This is the 7th Annual 
Buyer’s Guide Issue we have put out since we bought the 
magazine. It will be 8 years in June. As cliche as it sounds, 
“Where does the time go?” That’s almost a decade since 
we bought the magazine from Walter. It sure doesn’t seem 
that long, but then when you think about it. Walter Loucks, 
Marianne Stevens, John Daniel, Dave Norton and many 
other friends who were active as ever when we took over 
the CN&T are gone now. When you start to think about that 
it starts to feel more like a decade.

We have seen the end of big carousel figure auctions. 
There have been a couple of small ones here and there, 
and some nice carousel figures scattered in other auctions, 
but nothing remotely near the scale of the carousel figure 
auctions during the two decades before we took over the 
magazine. And in addition to not having any long auction 
laundry lists of prices to print, we are very pleased to not 
have to have reported any carousels being broken up.

It could have happened a couple of times. A few years 

ago on a chilly December day, the Kiddieland Carousel, 
PTC #72 was auctioned off horse by horse, the old fash-
ioned Norton way by Dave himself. But the tides had turned, 
and with so many great carousel figures already out there, 
and so few full carousels left intact, we have been lucky in 
our eight years to see the tide turn and now full carousels 
are again worth more than their parts.

We have lost a few carousels to storage, though at least 
still together. They might all be up and spinning full of happy 
children if the economy had not tanked three years ago... or 
was it four? Time sure does fly, and always faster it seems.

We’ve added a few hundred new readers in our eight 
years, and we’ve lost a few hundred old ones. That’s just 
how it goes. The important thing is we are always adding 
new ones. If you add the over 6 million hits to our website, 
I think it’s safe to say we have come out ahead in readers.

We will see a couple of carousels we have not seen in a 
long time soon as you can see on page 8 of this issue, the 
buildings to house the B&B Carousel in Coney Island and 
the Euclid Beach PTC #19 Carousel in Cleveland, OH, are 
coming along. The last we heard, the B&B hopes to be run-
ning this fall, while PTC #19 is aiming for early 2014.

We are constantly working on placing our few remaining 
antique machines so all can ride and enjoy them again. Few 
will ever know just how close some of these deals come to 
being done, but we promise, our readers will be the first 
to know when they are done. We’ll find homes for the few 
antique machines left eventually and hopefully soon. None 
of us are getting any younger, and with all due respect, we 
might not want to count on the next generation to get it done.
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I n  M e m o r i a m

Sue McMeans

Shortly after the February Issue went out, I got a very 
sobering “Thank You” note from Andy McMeans.

Roland - Thank you for publishing Sue’s article about our 
Kiddie Mangels-Illions Carousel. It came out looking really 
great, and we have received several phone calls from car-
ousel friends who were very happy to see it in print.

Sadly, Sue is in her last days after a two-year struggle 
with cancer. She has been bed-ridden for the last month, 
and needs help to even sit up. When I saw the article, I de-
scribed it to her and held the magazine up near her in bed. 
She opened her eyes and looked at it as best she could, 
then got a hint of a smile on her face. It was good to see her 
realize the completion of one of her lifetime dreams.

Thanks again, Andy McMeans
And just four days after Andy’s first email, this was 

passed on to us, by Kate. 
“Sue passed away this morning here at home after a two-

year battle with cancer. We will all miss her in many ways.”
– Andy

Andy and Sue McMeans at Carousel West at Asilomar 2012.

“This was when they stopped by and spent that Saturday 
with us. What a great surprise that was. They have always 
been dear, selfless, gentle people. I’m really going to miss 
Sue… Love,  Kate Murphy”
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I didn’t know Sue personally, but know many who did. 
Enough to know how much she will be missed. I think she 
had told me about her kiddie carousel when she called to 
renew her subscription. I told her it would be great if she 
did a story on it. So she did. But then the story got moved 
back from the Band Organ issue, then IAAPA and Marianne 
and NCA Convention, and I would get emails on occasion 
from Sue asking when I could run her story. She never once 
mentioned her illness. I had no idea that February would be 
the last issue she would see. I only wish I had known and 
got the story in earlier so she could see it better.

I have a number of stories from folks that did not fit into 
the Carver’s Issue, or in this one. I will do my best to get all 
of the stories in soon. – Roland



Carousel News & Trader, April 20138 www.carouselnews.com

The above photos show the B&B Carousel building 
in Coney Island getting closer to completion. We have 
not heard of a proposed opening date, but we’re pretty 
confident that John Caruso, who sent these pictures, 
will not let us miss it.

Shown right is the car-
ousel building addition at 
the Western Reserve His-
torical Society Museum in 
Cleveland, OH. This will be 
the new home for the Eu-
clid Beach PTC #19 carou-
sel. A ribbon cutting for the building will be held April 
25. The carousel should be open in early 2014.

Where The 
Experts Go 

for 
Gold Leaf

Where The 
Experts Go 

for 
Gold Leaf

Frame Masters
933 N. La Cienega Blvd • Los Angeles • CA 90069
t. 310 652 9300 • f. 310 652 9301
framemasters@sbcglobal.net
www.framemasters1969.com

Also,
 ask about 

our custom 
wood scroll work.
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Buildings Near Completion for 2013 Grand Openings

Coney Island’s B&B Carousel and 
Cleveland’s Euclid Beach Carousel 
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c a r o u s e l  N e w s  b r i e f s

Los Angeles, CA – Bonhams has announced its April 
21, 2013 Period Art & Design Auction which will also feature 
a selection of carousel and circus memorabilia. Works of 
note from the sale include carved carousel animals, horses 
and other quadrupeds as well as French automatons dating 
from the turn of the last century. There will also be a variety 
of mechanical musical instruments in the sale.

Highlights from the April sale include a coin operated 
Mills Violano-Virtuoso, single violin model, circa 1915 (est. 
$12,000-18,000); a Universal Piano Co. Nickelodeon, early 
20th century (est. $4,000-6,000); a carved and paint dec-
orated carousel horse by Charles Carmel, Brooklyn, New 
York, early 20th century (est. $5,000-7,000); a wizard magi-
cian automaton “Some Day my Prince will Come,” 20th cen-
tury (est. $800-1,200) and a selection of carved and painted 
carousel horses by Charles Parker, Leavenworth, Kansas, 
(estimates range from $1,200-3,000), among other figures.

The illustrated auction catalog is available online now at 
www.bonhams.com/20938. Previews: April 19-21, Los An-
geles, Auction: April 21, 2013 at 10:00 am, Los Angeles.

Bonhams Los Angeles Spring Art & Design Auction, April 21 

Among the items going to 
auction on April 21 in Los 
Angeles, a coin operated 
Mills Violano-Virtuoso, circa 1915 (est. $12,000-18,000); and a 
Charles Carmel stander, early 20th century (est. $5,000-7,000).
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q MAINTENANCE: 
q Remove debris which mysteriously gathers 
under the carousel during the winter months. 

q Check the lighting for outages or broken 
glass or loose glass and sockets.

q Make sure all straps and belts are in 
proper working order. 

q Give a good pull on all buckles to see if 
they hold. 

q Has there been any wind damage that 
needs repair? 

q Check tension rods and give them a good 
pull. 

Now is the time to do some preventive mainte-
nance on your carousel. Don’t wait for an accident 
to happen or an inspector to tell you what you need 
to do. Here are just a few things you need to check 
before you open up your carousel for the year. 

Safety And Preventive Maintenance Tips For Your Carousel

Before You Start Spinning Again

By John Shook
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

4

John Shook inspecting the carousel at Tilden Park in CA. 
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WE GO ArOund 
CArOusEls And HElp 

CArOusEls GO ArOund

Business Opportunities on Wheels
Gould manufacturing has over 30 years experience in the amusement 
industry. After sales service, one year manufacturer’s warranty and minimal 
investment. Choose from:

Antique Auto rides
(Authentic Tin Lizzy design)
• 2 or 4 passengers
• Variety of colors
• Single pedal control
(also available in safari Jeep and Grand Prix designs)

Concession Food Carts
• Custom built to your specifications
• Low maintenance
•Various models and styles
• Easy to move

sales Kiosk (r.M.u.)
• Eye catching style
• Lots of counter and storage space
• Easy to move

All products are constructed with durable fiberglass on a steel frame.
Catalogue and video available.

Gould Manufacturing
P.O. Box 21064 
RPO Charleswood
Winnipeg, MB
Canada R3R 3R2
phone: (204) 344-5000
fax: (204) 344-5200

email  info@gouldmanufacturing.com
www.gouldmanufacturing.com

q Check all ropes and cables which may have 
loosened. 

q Check cable clamps. Grab clamp by the sad-
dle and twist the journal across the cable. If 
movement occurs tighten clamp and then test 
until no movement occurs with a good twist. Re-
member, be careful not to Saddle a dead horse. 

q Check the leading edge of the outside 
floor of the Carousel for anything that might 
catch a shoestring or snag on clothing. 

q Is your E-stop working? Check E-stops, 
wireless remote E-stops, foot switches, power 
disconnects, operator present switches and 
ride stops. 

q Are the foot switches, operators’ consoles, 
drive motors and carousel grounded? 

q Remove old or dirty grease that would con-
taminate equipment and apply new grease. 

q Grease and oil all equipment before the 
first start-up. 

q Check queue line for rough spots, nails, 
screws, gaps, trip hazards, fence supports, 
fence posts, gates and overhead objects. 

q Check flooring, ramps and mismatched 
edges - over 3/4” need to be repaired or 
ground down. 

q Enclose all wiring of 110 volt and up unless 
installed by the manufacturer. 

q Check brakes. Brakes should stop carousel 
in two revolutions if adjusted correctly. 
(thumb rule). 
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q Check speed, RPM against manufacturer’s 
recommendations.

q Check wheelchair ramp and test home 
limit switch by pulling out ramp a little and 
trying to start. 

q Clean and adjust parabolic mirrors and 
mounting hardware. 

q Check all signage (height signage, exit, 
warnings, etc.) Make extra sure they are leg-
ible, secured and in the right place. 

q Check PA for clarity and volume control 
and check for loose speaker wiring, etc. 

q Test starting bell, lighting control and 
photo cells. When lights go off the work lights 
should come on automatically and visa versa. 

q Run carousel and check for jerking motion 
and listen for unusual sounds. 

q FOR EMERGENCIES: 
q Check and test emergency lighting in 
case of loss of power. Check batteries and 
charging systems. 

q Emergency power should last 
30 minutes or at least until a complicated 
evacuation can be accomplished. 

q Check emergency evacuation proce-
dures and equipment for all types of emer-
gencies, loss of power, fire, earthquake, 
sickness, accident, etc. 

q Make a list of phone numbers of all 
emergency responders and where they are 
located and the response times. If you don’t 
know, ask them. 

q Train and keep a current list of CPR 
rated employees. 

4
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Steve Crescenze
8480 Gunston Rd

Welcome, MD 20693
www.carouselrestorations.com

Buy & Sell Antique Figures
(301) 932-2734

RestoRations
by Wolf

• Cover Quality

• Professional
        Restorations

• Affordable Prices

AMUSEMENT PARK and RIDE INSPECTIONS 

WORLD WIDE, QSI, New Ride, Insurance, As-

Built, Major Modification, Trial Expert, Main-

tenance and Electrical Techniques, AC Drives, 

Motor Controls and Radio Remote. 

Accident Investigation. Over 30 years exp. 

www.safetycertify.com   916-772-2698

10-Year Whitewater Inspections10-Year Whitewater Inspectionsq DOCUMENTATION: 
q Have a log identifying any motor removed 
and replaced, by whom, and verifying that 
grounds were bonded back to ground. 

q Review and make ready all documentation 
for each emergency with witness statements 
and injury statements police and fire state-
ments. Train operators in the gathering of 
emergency information. 

q Review all training and training manuals. 
Train operators and maintenance employees 
in procedures. 

q Don’t forget to log or document all 
repairs and maintenance and performed by 
whom as you go along. 

Have a safe and prosperous new season! 
– John C. Shook, Safety Certified 
www.safetycertify.com

4
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Running Horse Studio
Restoration
Running Horse Studio
Restoration

Lourinda Bray
626-793-1303

rindalsb@sbcglobal.net

Vintage Jewelry Components, 
Glass Cabachon Jewels, 
Sequins, Craft Supplies.

Berger Specialty Co. Inc.
413 E. 8th St., Los Angeles, CA 90014

Tel: 213-627-8783 • Fax: 213-680-9743
E-mail: bergerbeads@sbcglobal.net

www.bergerbeads.net

Jewels and 
more...
Swarovski crystals, 
buttons, beads, 
rhinestones, druck fire 
polished glass, cameos 
and settings, earring 
parts, sequins, semi-
precious, vintage, seed, 
wood and plastic beads, 
nailheads, metal find-
ings, charms, chains, 
more.
Retail/Wholesale
Mon.-Fri. 9am to 4:30pm 
Sat.- 10:00am to 3:00pm.

Fourth generation, 
established 1941

www.bandorganmusic.com

Carlisle Music Co.
9703 E Vista Drive

Hillsboro. MO 63050
(573) 471-7018
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Like all Philadelphia Toboggan Company’s classic 
carousels, PTC #44, the forty-fourth carousel built 
by the company, has provided joy and pleasure to 

hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of riders over its life-
time.  From its earliest tenure at Riverside Park in Agawam, 
Massachusetts (now Six Flags New England), through the 
greatest part of its life at Roger Williams Park in Providence, 
Rhode Island, to its current home in Kings Dominion Park in 
Doswell, Virginia, the carousel has delighted its riders, en-
gendered community pride, and instilled a pride of owner-
ship for its owners and operators for nearly a century of op-
eration. And as with many of these classic carousels, there 
has been a sense of loss and regret when circumstances 
forced a change of ownership.

PTC #44 is 4-row park carousel with a 56-foot diameter 
platform. It carries a contingent of 66 horses, including 16 
outer-row standers and 50 inner-row jumpers. The carousel 

The Carousel Passed from Family to Family, Operated in MA, RI and now VA 

 Philadelphia Toboggan Co. PTC #44  
A Masterpiece of Joy and Regret

By Richard Gardner
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

PTC #44, circa 1927. John Guglielmetti is on the right side.  The men shown at center and left are unknown.

This month’s cover horse, shown in full on the carousel. 
Richard Gardner photo
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contact:

FOR SALE

A L L  t H i n g S  C A r O u S E L  f O r  O V E r  3 5  y E A r S

Brass RingTM

Entertainment
1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T  •  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2

818-394-0028 • fax:  818-332-0062
e m a i l :  s a l e s @ c a r o u s e l . c o m  •  w w w . c a r o u s e l . c o m

Historic 1920s PTC Carousels

1925 3-Row PTC Portable
From the James E. Strates Shows.

1925 3-Row PTC Carousel
Featuring 16 Signature Horses.

1920s PTC 4-Row Grand Carousel. In storage for over 40 years.
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was built in 1917, was first sold by the Philadelphia Tobog-
gan Company to Joseph Aroldi, and it was first installed at 
Riverside Park. A company record (letter from PTC Chief 
Engineer H. P. Schmeck dated March 21, 1934 to Insur-
ance and Real Estate Agent Clarence A. Burt) indicates that 
the original sales price of the carousel was $12,000 plus 
$1,710.37 for the 87-key band organ, plus $303.45 for the 
electric motor from the Robbins and Meyers Company in 
Springfield, Ohio. The original band organ was made by the 
Berni Organ Company, owned by Louis Berni, “The Band 
Organ King”. The Berni band organ was later sold by John 
Guglielmetti back to Louis Berni and replaced with a used 
Artizan band organ.  

A copy of the PTC entry for #44 on an index card reveals 
details of the carousel build, including the manufacturing 
cost of “building” the carousel or that could be possibly be 
the cost of the carousel enclosure “building”.

PTC Factory Archive photo of the 44th carousel built by the Philadelphia Toboggan Co. in 1917.  (Photo repeats larger in center).

According to the index card, (above right), PTC #44 was built 
with 68 horses, yet the carousel has been known to carry 66 
horses most, if not all, its life.
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George Schott
P.O. Box 9340

Auburn, ME 04210
Call (207) 946-7972

or (207) 754-3630

Looking for substantial 
figures to place on a 
historic operating 

carousel. 
Carmel, Muller, 

Dentzel, PTC, S&G, 
Illions. Armored. 

A copy of the PTC entry for #44 on an index card (page 
17) reveals some details of the carousel build, including, 
apparently, either the manufacturing cost of the carousel or 
the cost of the carousel building. A photo of the carousel 
(circa 1917) in its original configuration and all its original 
glory is shown on pages 24-25 in the magazine’s center.

The carousel was originally sold with 68 horses, although 
the carousel carried only 66 horses throughout most, if not 
all, of its life. The identity and fate of the extra two horses is 
not known (more about this later). 

Riverside Park, located on the western bank of the Con-
necticut River in Agawam, Massachusetts, just across the 
river from Springfield, had its beginnings as a picnic grove, 
and it evolved into a major summer attraction for thousands 

of New Englanders. The park is located only a 
mile or so from the Massachusetts-Connecticut 
border, and its location provided easy access to 
the park from most of central New England. A 
book on the history of Riverside Park by David 
Cecchi (1) provides a fascinating glimpse into 
the evolution of the park from its beginnings in 
the shadow of an early cotton mill as Gallup’s 
Grove in 1870, to Riverside Grove in 1887, to 
Riverside Park in 1912, and to its rebranding 
as Six Flags New England in 2000.  

The park’s location on the bank of the Con-
necticut River 
was not a co-

incidence. The early de-
veloper of the Grove was 
John Gallup, who operated 
freighters on the Hudson 
River.  According to Cecchi, 
Gallup launched the steam-
boats “Mayflower” and “Riv-

“Images of America, River-
side Park” by David Cecchi, 
right. The carousel pavilion 
dominates the cover of the 

book. It is available at 
www.arcadiapublishing.com 

and major retailers.

PTC #44 and the Carousel Pavilion at Riverside 
Park in Agawam, MA, circa 1927.
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er Belle” in the 1870s to carry guests to the Grove.  
Although the park was not a true trolley park (it was nev-

er owned by a railroad or trolley company, as were many 
amusement parks during the era), Agawam was served by 
a trolley line, starting about 1900 operated by the Springfield 
Railway Company. The trolley line carried hundreds of pas-
sengers on hot summer days as they headed to Riverside. 

Riverside, like most amusement parks, expanded its 
offerings to attract as many customers as possible. New 
England Clambakes were a favorite early attraction, as 
was the man-made lake, “Lake Takadip”. Bandstands, roll-
er coasters, bumper cars, and the other standard fare at 
amusements parks made Riverside a favorite destination 
on summer nights and weekends. One attraction that drew 
thousands of spectators was the weekly stock car races. 

Another of the beautiful horses on $44 is this second-row 
jumper with the rampant royal lion medallion. The carving 
of the horse and lion are exquisitely done, marking Zalar as 
one of the masters of his craft. The lion horse is similar to 
another of Zalar’s masterpieces on PTC #45, the second-row 
sphinx horse at Seattle’s Woodland Park, shown below.

The Zalar carved PTC #45 jumper referenced above.

Carrousels

great Source of revenue for
City, County and Local Organizations.

Summer Long Events, Christmas Programs, 
festivals and other Holiday Events.

Long-term lease – revenue sharing opportunities.

family entertainment, inc.
888-237-0444

rtinsleyenterprises@yahoo.com
Richard Tinsley

www.carouselsforyou.com

BABB’S  WOODCARVINGS

Carousel Animals offered in enhanced 
cut-outs, rough-outs, and complete. 

Restoration animal parts. 
Quality for reasonable rates.

David Babb (Indy)

317-780-9476 
or babbdn@aol.com

Full-Sized Illions Jumper Cut-OutFull-Sized Illions Jumper Cut-Out
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1922 Spillman Menagerie - Mix
 40’ in diameter, restored ready for installation.

This carousel is a beautiful machine, with 38 animals as well as a 
spinning tub and a chariot, and some rare factory options.  This 

may be the only carousel with these options in the world!  
It features a Spillman Eng. spinning 

“lovers tub” and 2 rows of special animals, 
including small jumping horses for the 

very young. These animals only jump half 
as high as the normal animals.

FOR SALE

A L L  t H i n g S  C A r O u S E L  f O r  O V E r  3 5  y E A r S

Brass RingTM

Entertainment
1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T  •  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2

818-394-0028 • fax:  818-332-0062
e m a i l :  s a l e s @ c a r o u s e l . c o m  •  w w w . c a r o u s e l . c o m

1922 Spillman Engineering Menagerie

This machine is restored 
and available for immediate 

installation. (Indoors only).

Visit us at iAAPA in Booth #4026Visit us at iAAPA in Booth #4026Visit us at iAAPA in Booth #4026
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As a teenager growing up in Massachusetts, the stock car 
races were a regular attraction for the author. Unfortunate-
ly, the adrenalin in the spectators often carried over to the 
roads outside the park, and racing sometimes continued in 
town and city streets. It wasn’t mine, but I believe the record 
in getting home after the races from Agawam to Chicopee, 
about 10 miles away, was about 11 minutes, before Inter-
state 91 opened.

Riverside in 1906 had a merry-go round. Cecchi (pg. 16) 
shows a photo of the 1906 merry-go-round in his book, but 
the identity or manufacturer of the carousel is not known. It 
was not until 1917 that the park obtained the new carousel, 
#44, from the Philadelphia Toboggan Company. That car-
ousel, owned by Joseph Aroldi and later by the Guglielmetti 
family, stayed at the park until 1936.

Not much is known regarding PTC #44 from 1917 to 
1925, when the ownership of the carousel transferred from 
Aroldi to the Guglielmetti family. Oral history in the Gugliel-
metti family had always indicated that John Gugliemetti had 
purchased the carousel from Aroldi in 1925. The price John 
had recounted paying for the carousel was $13,000.   

The period from 1925 to 1929 was a good one for John 
Gugliemetti. He was operating the carousel at Riverside 
Park while the park was doing well and drawing large 
crowds. Even with the death of the person with a control-
ling interest in the park, Henry J. Perkins, in 1927, and a 
change in ownership at auction to Perkins’ brother, Frank B. 
Perkins, the park continued to do well and expand with new 
attractions and features. Then came 1929, the stock market 
collapse, and the ensuing great depression. Financial dif-
ficulties hit the park hard throughout the 1930’s. The park 
went into foreclosure in September, 1931 and re-organized 
in April, 1932. It operated only on Wednesday through Sun-
day for the 1932 season and only on three Mondays that 
year – Memorial Day, July Fourth, and Labor Day (1). The 
park’s tax bill was protested in 1934 with the claim that the 
park had not operated since 1932 and that the park’s infra-
structure was in poor condition. The park sat idle in 1935 

while negotiations between the park and assessor’s office 
continued. Changes in ownership were again in the wind 
and charges of larceny were leveled when would-be owners 
were accused of engaging workmen and not paying them 
and taking money from concessionaires. By 1936, the park 
was considered a “white elephant”, with little hope of im-
mediate recovery.  

It was in these troubled times that the Guglielmetti fam-
ily tried vainly to keep the carousel operating. John Gug-
liemetti told the author that although the park was not oper-
ating, he still had to maintain the carousel, making sure that 
it was in good operating condition, as well as keeping all the 
brass polished. Anyone who has had to polish the brass on 
these old carousels knows how much work this can be. By 
1936, his position was no longer tenable and the family was 
forced to sell the carousel.  

A detail of two of the inner-row ponies is shown above 
including the only other horse on the carousel with a closed 
mouth. Richard Gardner photos

This stargazer outside-row Indian pony with pelt blanket is 
one of the more unusual and distinctive horses on the car-
ousel. This is the same horse that appears on the cover of 
the book “A Horse for Matthew Allen” cited in this article.

This magnificent cavalry horse by John Zalar is one of the 
few existing Zalar cavalry horses.  Another is on PTC #47 at 
Hersheypark. Two of the outer row horses on #44, including 
the cavalry horse, have knotted tails, a relatively unusual 
feature. The knotted tails were more commonly seen on 
PTC carousels when the master carver was Leo Zoller in the 
period before Zalar’s style became dominant at PTC. 
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John Guglielmetti and his family decided in 1936, de-
spite the emotional attachment and the financial loss they 
would suffer, that the carousel had to be sold. John’s uncle, 

Giuseppe Guglielmetti  (also 
known as George Williams), 
was active in the amuse-
ment industry at the time, and 
owned, in partnership with Jo-
seph Michela, both of  Haver-
hill, Massachusetts, a Murphy 
carousel that was operating at 
Roger Williams Park in Provi-
dence, RI. (2) 

George Williams, son of 
Giuseppe was once quoted 
as saying regarding the older 
carousel “The original owner 
of the carousel was John 
Walker, who started the oper-
ation in 1897. My father tuned 

organs and serviced the carousel’s calliope. He got along 
great with Walker, who respected my father’s work. Both 
shared a love for old carved horses. When Walker died, he 
left in his will that if the merry-go-round was sold, my fa-
ther should have the first shot at it.” (3) Rosemarie Michela 
Tomasso, daughter of Joseph Michela, also reported that, 
“her father and a partner bought the old Murphy carousel 
that John H. Walker had operated in the park since the late 
1800s” and further indicated that, “the horses, dogs, lions, 
zebras, and chariots were heaped outside for anyone who 
wanted an ornament”. (3,4)

John Guglielmetti and his family decided to sell the car-
ousel to his uncle and Joseph Michela and they agreed on a 
price of  $3000. John recounted the story that when they had 
reached the conclusion that the carousel had to be sold, his 
mother told him that they should burn the carousel rather 
than giving it up for such a low price. This story is remi-
niscent of the story, true or not, about PTC #6 in Colorado 
when, faced with similar economic conditions, townspeople 
in Burlington, CO, angered about the purchase of the car-
ousel from Elitch’s Gardens in Denver for $1200, suggested 
that they might at least get some benefit from the carousel 
by burning it as firewood. Fortunately, neither carousel was 
harmed, and both survive to please thousands more riders. 

One aspect of the purchase of PTC #44 in 1925 that 
has always bothered the author, was that the carousel was 
reported to have been purchased for such a princely sum 
at the time, $13,000, by John Guglielmetti, who was only 
22 years.  I always wondered how the young son of Ital-
ian immigrant parents came up with that amount of money, 
comparable at the time to roughly $250,000 - $300,000 in 
today’s dollars.   Recently, through the good offices of Ray-One of PTC #44’s many active jumpers. Richard Gardner photo

Another outer-

row Indian pony 

aboard PTC #44.
Richard Garnder photos
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Lise Liepman Studio
Albany, CA 510.525.3467

www.liseliepman.com

lise@liseliepman.com

photo: April Renae

beautiful original carving by Ed Roth

from the Briggs Collection

BILL MANNS PHOTO

mond A. Tomasso,  husband of the late Rosemarie Michela 
Tomasso,  I came to be in possession of a copy of the orig-
inal sales contract for PTC #44, dated January 17, 1936 
between the Guglielmetti family, the sellers, and Joseph Mi-
chela and George Williams, the buyers. 

The sales contract describes the sellers as “Michael 
DeBonis, of Worcester, Worcester County Massachusetts, 
Mary Gugliemetti, wife of Battista Gugliemetti, deceased 
and John Gugliemetti, Theodore Gugliemetti, and Joseph 
Gugliemetti, all of said Worcester, sole heirs of the estate 
of said Battista Gugliemetti”. Michael DeBonis was the hus-
band of  Mary Gugliemetti Debonis, daughter of  Battista 
Gugliemetti. John, Theodore and Joseph were Battista’s 
only surviving sons. Thus, it appears that Battista Gug-
liemetti, (The spelling of the family name with one “l” in-
stead of two was apparently a convenience. The name was 
spelled “Guglielmetti” on both his birth and death records), 
had been the owner of the carousel after Joseph Aroldi, and 
the carousel passed to his heirs after his death in August, 
1933. The carousel essentially passed to the eldest son, 
John, who maintained and operated the carousel, but le-
gal ownership was in the hands of the family. This helps to 
explain at least one of the questions. John did not have to 
amass the full purchase price of the carousel since it ap-
pears that his father, Battista Guglielmetti, provided some, if 
not all, of the funds for the purchase. 

The regret that the Gugliemetti family felt at losing the 
carousel never left them. The loss was particularly hard for 

John. Even when he 
had reached the ripe old 
age of 103+ years, he 
was still embarrassed 
to speak of the loss and 
was reluctant to have 
the story related.   

The loss of a carou-
sel to a family or a com-
munity is often accom-
panied by sadness and 
regret. 

Some communities have come together to save a be-
loved machine, but often a change in ownership is accom-
panied by a loss to the community. At least one community, 
as in the case of PTC #67, tried vainly through legal means 
to keep “their” carousel in their community in Evansville, IN, 
only to have the carousel relocated to Carowinds Park in 
Charlotte, NC. Other communities have successfully kept 
a favorite carousel in their communities after the carousel 
had been sold, as in the cases of PTC carousels #80, and 
#85 in Holyoke, and Hull, Massachusetts, respectively. PTC 
#44 was not as lucky for its owners or communities. River-
side Park in Agawam was lucky enough to bring in a classic 
carousel by M.C Illions in 1940 to replace the PTC carousel 
it lost in 1936. 

Battista Guglielmetti, 
circa 1925.
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1917 PTC #44
4-Rows, 66 horses. Currently at Kings Dominion, Doswell, VA

Photo courtesy of Tom Rebbie and the PTC Archives
Scan and Photoshop courtesy of Richard Gardner

1917 PTC #44
4-Rows, 66 horses. Currently at Kings Dominion, Doswell, VA

Photo courtesy of Tom Rebbie and the PTC Archives 
Scan and Photoshop courtesy of Richard Gardner
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Historic Carousels

1927 Illions Supreme – SOLD
This is the last of the three complete supremes including the world famous American Beauty rose horse.

1925 PTC. Last operated Kiddieland in Melrose, IL
3-row carousel with an amazing 16 signature PTC horses.

JUST IN - 1926 Dentzel Deluxe Menagerie Carousel
All original animals. Deluxe trim. Currently in storage. Videos of it operating at its last location.

JUST IN - 1890 Looff Carousel. The famous “Broadway Flying Horses” from Coney Island.
Just undergone museum restoration. Three extremely rare dogs among the menagerie. 

1925 PTC. Last operated Kiddieland in Melrose, IL
3-row carousel with an amazing 16 signature PTC horses.

1900s PTC Carousel 
Last operated by the world famous Strates shows. In storage awaiting restoration.

1880s Herschell-Spillman Steam-Operated Carousel
Original steam engine with 24 animals and 2 chariots. 

1900s PTC Carousel
Rare 4-row unrestored carousel great for community project. Priced to sell. Restoration available.

1920s Dentzel Carousel
Another huge 4-row machine, just like Disneyland’s Carousel, with 78 replacement animals.

1900s Looff Menagerie Carousel
Huge 4-row menagerie carousel. Has been in storage for years, awaiting restoration.

1900s Dentzel Menagerie Carousel
All original animals. Currently up and operating looking for new home.

1900s PTC Carousel
A huge 4-row with all original animals. Restored and ready to operate.

1895 Looff Carousel. Last operated at Asbury Park
A huge 4-row with 78 replacement animals.

1927 Dentzel frame from Rock Springs, WV
The last carousel Dentzel ever built with the trim still in original paint. Replacement animals available.

A Large Supply of Newer Used Carousels. Perfect for Malls. 
Later Allan Herschell carousels starting at $75,000. Newer used fiberglass carousels starting at $100,000.

Other large, significant antique carousels available. Details by request only.
All machines can be seen at www.carousel.com, or call or write for details.



Carousel News & Trader, April 2013 27www.carouselnews.com

When PTC #44 was sold to George 
Williams and Joseph Michela in January, 
1936, the sales agreement called for the carousel to be 
moved to Roger Williams Park in Providence no later than 
30 days after the sale. The carousel was in fact moved to 
Roger Williams Park in the winter of 1936, along with all ac-
cessories from the carousel, including extra parts, motors, 
ticket booth, fences, railings, tools, etc. There was, as men-
tioned earlier, another carousel already at Roger Williams 
Park. That carousel was a Murphy car-
ousel. The quickness of the transaction 
and move required that the Murphy 
carousel also had to be moved quickly 
from its location at the park. As a result, 
the Murphy carousel was abandoned 
and the horses left outside free for any 
takers. (2, 4)

The report of the Murphy carousel 
at Roger Williams Park is at odds with 
some reports in the press and internet 
literature (Wikipedia, for example) that 
suggest the carousel that had been at 
park before PTC #44 arrived in 1936 
was a Looff carousel. There was, in 
fact, a Looff carousel at Roger Williams 
Park until 1910, but that carousel was 
removed and installed at Slater Park, 
Pawtucket, RI. According to Roland 

Hopkins (5) “… as some historians tell it, Thomas Walker, 
a middleman for Looff, placed a machine in Roger Williams 
Park in Providence. Built in 1895, it was a very successful 
operation until Walker became unhappy with the city and 
moved this carousel to Slater Park in Pawtucket in 1910.” 
(The National Carousel Association carousel census, how-
ever, indicates that the Slater Park carousel operated at 

Funland in upper state New York from 
1895 to 1910. (6)). Statements by the 
owners of the carousels at Roger Wil-
liams Park, as mentioned earlier, indi-
cate that it was not a Looff carousel that 
was displaced in 1936 by PTC #44, but 
rather a Murphy carousel.  

The stories about the abandonment 
of the Murphy carousel and removal of 
the Looff carousel from Roger Williams 
Park due to problems with the city of 
Providence foreshadow later events in 
the city and at the park.

Roger Williams Park is a 427 acre 
city park that was developed on a tract 
of property willed to the city of Provi-
dence in 1871 by Betsy Williams, the 
last descendant and great-great-great 
granddaughter of Roger Williams, one 

 “PTC #44 - Masterpiece of Joy and Regret” continued...

A closer look at the feathered Indian pony 
“stargazers” shown on pages 21 and 22. 
Right is a full shot of the lead horse on 
PTC #44, also adorning the Buyer’s Guide 
cover this year with a detailed look at its 
helmet cantle. Richard Gardner photos
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of the founders of Rhode Island, after whom the park was 
named. The park land was originally a grant to Roger Wil-
liams from the Narragansett tribe. The park opened in the 
1880s. It is an open city park with no admission fee and 
consists of amusements, seven lakes, historic bandstand, 
boat house, natural history museum, planetarium, Japa-
nese garden, rose gardens, and a zoo. After years of de-
cline, the park recently has undergone many restorations 
and modernization, bringing it back as a place of which the 
city can be proud. 

Reproduction of the postcards on this page shows some 
early features of the park, including the Anna M. Mann Vic-
torian style gates and a floral sculpture on one of the lawns. 
The gardens and sculptures were once planted and main-
tained by Italian immigrants in Providence, but the practice 
was discontinued due to the higher costs of maintenance 
compared to simply mowing the grass.

The men who purchased PTC #44 from the Gugliemetti 
family in 1936 were already part of the amusement indus-
try.  George Williams (also known as Giuseppe, or Joseph, 
or George Guglielmetti) and Joseph Michela were neigh-
bors in Haverhill, Massachusetts and they, along with their 
wives Domenica Guglielmetti and Rosa Michela, had all mi-
grated from Italy to the United States in the late 19th cen-
tury.  George and Joseph were already partners since about 

1928 in the ownership of the Murphy carousel which was 
then at Roger Williams Park.  

George and his sons were active in other aspects of 
park operations as well.   The Williams family ran some of 
the concessions at Whalom Park in Lunenberg, Massachu-
setts.  Son Silvio Williams, a Harvard University graduate, 
owned a drive-in theatre in Haverhill and he and his broth-
ers owned the food concessions, penny arcade, and min-
iature golf course at Whalom Park, and sons George and 
Christopher Williams ran the boat ride concession at Roger 
Williams Park. 

A personal letter from Seth Williams, a great grandson of 
George Williams-Guglielmetti, to the author, indicated that 
George originally made a living repairing organs, includ-
ing the portable type of band-organ often referred to as a 
“herty-gerty”. Early census records, which at times included 
people’s professions, sometimes named the occupation of 
some of the immigrant Guglielmettis as “musicians”, refer-
ring to their occasional trade as band organ players. Seth 
indicated that George’s talents were so much in demand 
that at one time, movie mogul Leo B. Mayer had offered him 
a job in Hollywood, but George refused to make the move to 
California. Seth also recalled that family discussions often 

Anna M. Mann Gates at Roger Williams Park.

Floral Sculpture at Roger Williams Park.

The old carousel pavilion, built around 1895,  at Roger Wil-
liams Park, near the Dalrymple Boathouse.

Sandy & Gary 978-534-4538
Leominster, MA 
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referred to a carousel that George and Domenica Williams 
had owned at Whalom Park in Massachusetts. No details 
could be recalled about that carousel except that it was not 

the PTC carousel, and that 
some of the horses from the 
carousel had gone to the 
New England Carousel Mu-
seum in Bristol, Connecticut. 
The Whalom Park carousel 
was a Mangels machine 
with Looff menagerie figures 
as well as horses. 

Joseph Michela’s broth-
er, Sebastian Michela, an-
other neighbor in Haverhill, 
also owned a PTC carousel, 
PTC #72, while it operated 
at Lakewood Park in Water-
bury, CT, from 1929-1945.  
Sebastian sold PTC #72 

back to PTC in 1945 for only $5,000. 
PTC #44 operated successfully at Roger Williams Park 

from 1936 to 1973, most of that time under the ownership 
of the Michela family. Problems may have arisen in the Wil-
liams/Michela partnership and George Williams sold his in-
terest in the carousel to Joseph Michela for $12,000 on Jan-
uary 4, 1944. On that sales contract, this time George was 
named as “George Williams, alias Giuseppe Guglielmo”. 
The sale included “The Carrousel, and all buildings housing 
the same, and all accessories, machinery, and other appur-
tenances thereto”, indicating that the carousel building at 
Roger Williams Park was also part of their holdings. Joseph 
Michela held title to the carousel until January, 1953 when 
he transferred title to his wife, Rosa Michela, his daughter 
Rosemarie Michela, and his son John Michela for the sum 
of $10.00. The transfer included the lease permitting the op-
eration of the carousel at Roger Williams Park.  

George and Domenica Williams (Gugliemetti) and their sons 
Barney, Johnny, George, Louie, Silvio, and Christopher, 
circa 1950.

 Joseph Michela, circa 1930.

Carousel Calendar
AUCTION

April 18. 1013 11 AM
St. Joseph, MI. Schoenbach Carousel Collection Auction. 
The collection of Al and his late wife, Dagne, includes a 
number of great horses. Among them is an armored S&G 
lead horse, a partially armored Muller, a roached mane 
Dentzel and some nice PTCs, Carmels and others. There 
will also be chariots, shields, rounding boards, panels and 
more collectibles at the public auction. To be held at the 
The Silver Beach Center, 333 Broad Street, St. Joseph, 
MI. Preview on April 17 from 3-6 pm. For more information 
visit www.belchermcpherson.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS

April 18-21, 2013
Puyallup , WA. The Annual Puyallup Spring Fair. Home to 
historic 1917 PTC #43 carousel and this is one of just two 
opportunities each year to ride it. At the Spring Fair, there is 
a classic auto show, a Truck Show, rides, exhibits and lots 
of food and fun for kids. For further information visit www.
thefair.com/spring-fair.

June 7-9, 2013
Bickleton, WA. 103rd Annual Alder Creek Pioneer Picnic 
and Rodeo. Washington State’s Oldest Rodeo will be held 
June 7-9, 2013 at the Cleveland Park. This is your one 
chance a year to ride their 1905 Herschell-Spillman. The 
steam powered track carousel came to Bickleton from Port-
land’s Oaks Park in 1929. For more information visit www.
aldercreekpioneerpicnicrodeo.weebly.com.

June 21-23, 2013 
Asilomar, CA. Carousel West at Asilomar 2013 will be held 
the weekend of June 21-23. Please note that this is not Fa-
ther’s Day weekend. Deposits are being accepted now, so 
reserve your space. For reservations and information, con-
tact: Jean Bennett at carouselwest@gmail.com.

COAA AND AMICA BAND ORGAN RALLYS
Bring your band organ, big or small, or just stop by and 
enjoy the music. For more information, www.coaa.us.

April 27-28, 2013
Holland, MI. COAA Spring Rally at Dutch Village. The 
first organ rally of the 2013 season, hosted by Jim and 
Donna Partrick. For information, www.dutchvillage.wee-
bly.com, or email: jpartrick@juno.com.

May 25-27, 2013
Rossville, GA. Lake Winnie COAA Rally. Hosted by 
Ted Guillaum & Jonathan Bopp  at Lake Winnepesau-
kah Amusement Park. For information, (706) 266-4061, 
Email: jbopp@berry.edu, or visit lakewinnie.weebly.com.

SEND US YOUR EVENTS!
Fax (818) 332-7944 

or email info@carouselnews.com.
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Rosemarie and Rena, Joseph Michela’s daughters, fell 
in love with the carousel at an early age. Rosemarie was 
only seven years old when her father and George Williams 
brought the carousel to Providence, and her younger sis-
ter, Rena, was only three years old. The operation of the 
carousel was a family affair, and while her parents, brother 
John, and sister Rosemarie worked the carousel and ticket 
booths, Rena often napped in the back of one of the carou-
sel’s chariots.   

Rosemarie Michela, being the older daughter, was given 
more responsibility. Being from Haverhill, MA, she spent 
many weekends as a youngster at the carousel before her 
family moved to Providence permanently in1944. When she 
was only ten or eleven years old, she was able to manage 
the cash box. One day her father handed her a paint brush 
and said “Here darling, paint.” (4, 7). Painting and retouching 
the paint on the carousels horses has always been one of 
the major tasks in maintaining a carousel, but Rosemarie had 
found her calling. Her life revolved around #44 as the carou-
sel spun at Roger Williams Park for 37 years. She and her 
future husband, Raymond A. Tomasso, met at the carousel 
and spent the next 51 years together until she died in 2006. 

Her sister, Rena Michela 
King, recently expressed 
the opinion that all the 
years of working with 
paints for the carousel 
may have contributed to 
her passing, since she 
was prone to feather-
ing the tips of the paint 
brushes in her mouth (7). 
Rosemarie’s passion for 

the carousel and her pride as the 
official carousel artist resulted in 
an attraction at the park that pro-
vided joy to thousands of riders. 
Even after an Alan Herschell car-

ousel replaced #44, Roger Williams Park and carousel op-
erations continued to be a big part of Rosemarie’s life. She 
became known as “the merry-go-round lady”. Her legacy is 
not just to her family, but to the countless youngsters whose 
lives were enriched by the sights and sounds of the carousel, 
and the joy of spinning around for a time on a masterpiece of 
American art. 

The whole Michela and Tomasso families were a part of 
the amusement operations at the park. Ray Tomasso, aside 
from his work as an attorney and a councilman in the city 
of Providence, also owned the pony cart ride concession at 
the park. The sons of Rosemarie and Raymond Tomasso, 
Raymond and John, also worked at the carousel.   

John Michela, son of Joseph and Rosa, was one of the 
carousel owners and managers until #44 left Providence, 
and was a partner in Family Leisure, the company that ran 
the carousel operations, until his death in 1977. John, and 
Raymond Tomasso Sr. were interviewed by a Providence 
Journal-Bulletin in 1973 (4) during the removal of the PTC 
carousel from Roger Williams Park. They indicated that 
one of the reasons for the sale was the difficulty in keeping 
the carousel running, given the high maintenance costs for 
the building due to vandalism and the constant repairs that 
were required. Mr. Tomasso pointed out that a quick check 
of the windows in the carousel buildings always showed 
broken panes. At one point there were as many as 38 win-
dows needing repair. The ring machine on the carousel was 
no doubt a source of some of the projectiles that wound 
up going through the windows. The ring machine itself will 
finally find a new home soon. Mr. Tomasso indicated to me 
this past September that he is donating the ring machine 
from PTC #44 to Oakland Beach in Warwick, Rhode Island, 
where a new carousel is being planned.   

The PTC carousel was not just a ride owned by the Mi-
chela and Tomasso’s families, but it was part of the city’s 
pride as well. A quick search of the internet turns up nu-
merous references to the ride when it was in Providence. 
It was part of childhood memories too numerous to count.
Circumstances, however, caused the city to lose sight of the 
treasure in its midst, and politics, passion, and some legal 
wrangling led to the loss of the carousel to the city.  

Operation of the carousel at Roger Williams Park was 
not without its issues and problems. Roger Williams was an 
open park and as such was more prone to vandalism than 

Rena Michela King on 
PTC #44 Horse with a 
RI School of Design 
Student. Circa 1953

Rosemarie Michela Tomasso as she touches up the paint on 
the lead horse on PTC #44. Circa 1950

The photo left shows a side of 
one of the carousel’s chariots. 
Both chariots on the carousel de-
pict scenes with cherubs, a popu-
lar subject for many carousels of 
the era. Cherubs, along with clas-
sic turn-of-the-century paintings, 
are also part of the theme for the 
rounding boards (right).
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Original PTC Rounding Board
From the Royal American Shows portable PTC- $3,500 $2,900

Dentzel Rounding Board - Original Paint
From the Gaslight Village Dentzel Carousel - $4,100  $3,600 

Dentzel Inner HousingIllions Supreme Shield

 In Original Paint $3,800 ca. 1927 $5,900

Antique Carousel Trim Art

PRICE REDuCED

parks that charged admission and where gates could be 
locked during closing hours. Graffiti was a constant problem 
as was the constant danger from fires.  Although there were 
three serious fires, the carousel was not damaged. The 
band organ did not fare as well, though not from a fire. It 
was destroyed by vandals in the 1940s.  This was likely the 
Artizan organ that John Gugliemetti had received in trade 
for the Berni organ originally on the carousel.

From 1936 until 1972 the Michela and Tomasso fami-
lies had been able to negotiate extendable 5 year leases 
with the city of Providence so that they could, with some 
certainty, continue to operate the carousel concession.  
Things changed around 1972, when the city decided that 
they would only grant a one month lease for the carousel 
operation. The reasons for the change are known for certain 
only by the city officials at the time. There was a suspicion 
that the city wanted to take over the carousel and by forcing 
the owners out of the lease, and by making the carousel 
non-operational, the price the city would have to pay for the 
carousel would be very low. Feeling that they were being 
forced out, the Tomasso’s began looking for a buyer for the 
carousel. One of the inquiries about the carousel came from 
a company in Japan for use at a new park in Japan.  Ray 
Tomasso responded to the inquiry with a stated price for 
the carousel. Months went by and there was no response 
from the Japanese company. In the meantime, the Tomas-
so’s continued to look for a buyer and eventually negotiated 
a deal for the sale of the carousel to Taft Broadcasting of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, already the owner of Kings Island amuse-
ment park near Cincinnati and later to become the owner of 
Canada’s Wonderland in Toronto and the Carowinds Park in 
Charlotte, NC. All four parks would eventually be homes to 
PTC carousels - #44 at Kings Dominion, # 67 at Carowinds, 
#79 at Kings Island, and #84 at Canada’s Wonderland. The 
sales price for PTC #44, as reported in the Providence Jour-
nal–Bulletin and recalled by Mr. Tomasso, was $172,000.   

As luck would have it, soon after the deal with Taft was fi-
nalized, and six months after Mr. Tomasso’s letter responding 
to the Japanese inquiry, he did receive a follow up response 
from the Japanese company indicating that they were in-
terested in buying the carousel for the asking price that Mr. 
Tomasso had quoted, a price significantly higher than the 
eventual selling price to Taft. Apparently there was a person-
nel issue with the company in Japan, and the letter from Mr. 
Tomasso sat on someone’s desk unopened for six months. 
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In the history of PTC carousels there has only been one 
PTC carousel that was sold to a company outside of North 
America. The Philadelphia Toboggan Company sold its car-
ousel #30 to Charles Cozens Spencer of Sydney, Australia 
in 1913. PTC #30 operated at the White City Amusement 
Park in Sydney from 1913 to 1923, after which it was moved 
to Luna Park in Melbourne, where it still operates today. 

Another PTC carousel, the portable PTC # 32, was re-
ported to have been confiscated by the Rafael Trujillo re-
gime after the carousel was brought to the Dominican Re-
public in the 1950s. Its whereabouts and fate is unknown, 
although it has likely long since been destroyed. 

But for a communications snafu, it is possible that PTC 
#44 could have left the United States for Japan in 1973.  
That it did not is the good fortune of Kings Dominion Park 
and future generations of carousel riders here in America. 

The loss of the carousel to Providence, however, was 
just as real as if the carousel had been shipped to another 
country. As soon as the carousel was gone, officials at the 
city expressed displeasure that the carousel had been sold, 
even to the point of accusing the operators of dismantling 
and packing up the carousel when the park was closed so 
as to escape notice from park officials, and that they did so 
without the permission of the city. This was false since a 
photo in the Providence Journal–Bulletin about the carou-
sel being sold clearly showed the preparations for shipment 
taking place in broad daylight.   

W W W . A n T i q u E C A r O u s E l s . C O M

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

Call (626) 639-0313 or antiquecarousels@gmail.com
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52 Keyless Band Organ – Mounted in a Mack Display Trailer. 
Both units were built in Germany and are in first-class condition 

ready to enjoy.The organ comes with several hours of music. 
Band Organ (alone) $55,000   $49.000

with Display Trailer $65,000   $59,000

PTC #30 in Melbourne. Photo courtesy of the Semaphore 
Beach Carousel Facebook page where you can find great 
pictures and information on all of Australia’s carousels.

Furthermore, records of the move at Kings Dominion 
Park indicated that the preparation for the move took place 
over a period of 7 days from Oct. 9 to Oct. 16, 1973 with 
the employment of a twenty two-man crew from Part Time 
Labor Inc of Providence, plus two security agents from All-
state Detective Bureau, all under the supervision of Glenn 
Beavers, the purchasing agent for Kings Dominion. (8)  

If the intent of the city by imposing a one month lease 
was to evict the carousel owners and take over the opera-
tion of the carousel, their machinations would seem to have 
backfired.  

In place of #44, the Tomasso’s brought in a three-row 
1960 Alan Herschell carousel with metal horses and in-
stalled it in the same pavilion at Roger Williams Park, still op-
erating the carousel with a one month lease. The Herschell 
carousel did not carry the same romance as the antique 
wooden PTC carousel and the city of Providence made it 
clear that they wanted another carousel of the same quality 
as the PTC carousel. Joseph R. Paolino, Jr., the mayor of 
Providence at the time, went so far as to pan the Herschell 
carousel, calling it no more than a carnival ride. The mayor 
appeared to have carousel envy when he regarded the fine 
antique Looff carousels at Slater Park and Crescent Park 
in Pawtucket and Riverside, Rhode Island respectively. (9)

Later, in 1988, Sharon Griffin of the Providence Journal–
Bulletin reported that Mayor Paolino instructed the city’s Park 
Commission to find out where the (PTC) carousel was and 
“Who knows.” he said, “We might still own that carousel.” (10) 

Wishful thinking, I’m afraid, since the carousel had been 
legally sold to Taft Broadcasting for installation at Kings Do-
minion Park in Doswell, Virginia near Richmond.  

It seems that the city had felt there was some chance that 
they had rightfully owned the PTC carousel and they had 
possibly been maneuvering to gain control. A dispute be-
tween the city and the Tomasso’s again arose in 1989 when 
the city wanted to raze the old carousel building and erect a 
new carousel building for another classic carousel or a new 
“Victorian” carousel. The question of ownership of the old 
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Motivated seller - All serious Offers Considered!
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fair/Dance/Concert Organs
ALL LOCAtED in EurOPE, But CAn SHiP AnywHErE.
“MUniCH OkTOBERFEST ORGEL”

KArL frEi fAirgrOunD OrgAn

Made in Belgium Circa 1900. Fully restored by world-fa-
mous organ builder Johnny Verbeeck. Includes 30 books 

of cardboard music. $130,000 $117,000 uSD

Mortier/fasano 84 Key Dance Organ

$550,000 $495,000 uSD

Theophil Mortier 
Dance and Concert Organ
105 key Decap scale – Troubadour
This is the only organ that can play 
dance music as well as carl frei 
concert music. 
$170,000 $153,000 uSD

carousel pavilion came up, and the city insisted that the old 
pavilion be removed. The city was unhappy with the aging 
building and its state of repair (11) and gave the Tomassos 60 
days to cease operations and remove the Herschell carou-
sel, even though the Tomassos presented a 4,000-signature 
petition in an effort to save the building. (12)  

So ended the tenure of the Tomasso’s as keepers of the 
carousel tradition at Roger Williams Park. What was a long 
and profitable relationship that had brought pleasure to hun-
dreds of thousands of people ended in bitterness and legal 
maneuvering. 

In its quest to bring another quality carousel to Provi-
dence, the city tried unsuccessfully to acquire PTC #54; 
outbid by Fall River, Massachusetts. (10) 

They also tried to obtain a classic carousel by bidding for 
a Dentzel machine, but that deal fell through as well. The 
Dentzel owners had refused a $1 million dollar bid already 
for the carousel. The Providence Parks and Recreation Com-
mission tried to gets bids from potential carousel operators to 
purchase a classic or new Victorian-style carousel, erect a 
new carousel pavilion, and commit to a ten-year contract with 
possible 5-year extensions. Ownership of the building would 
transfer to the city after the 10-year lease period. Fares at the 
carousel were to be held at 75-cents per ride, the same as for 
the old ride. There were no bidders the first time the city went 
out for proposals. (13, 14)

The city finally obtained a new carousel from Chance 
Rides in Wichita, KS, for installation in the new carousel pa-
vilion and Carousel Village at Roger Williams Park in 1990.  

When PTC #44 left Providence there was regret on the 
part of the city in that they had lost a valuable resource that 
would possibly cost them nearly a million dollars to replace, 
and there was regret from the Michela’s and Tomasso’s that 
a cherished piece of art and a large part of their family his-
tory was gone. 

While PTC #44 was operating at Roger Williams Park, in 
1972, Virginia Kester Smiley wrote a short children’s book 
entitled “A Horse for Matthew Allen” about a carousel that 
was being removed from a park, and some of the horses 
and fixtures were being discarded. (15) 

The hero of the story, a young boy named Matthew, was 
able to save one of the horses from the scrap heap and retain 
a horse as his own. Interestingly, the story was illustrated with 
some of the horses and fixtures from PTC #44. The object of 
Matthew Allen’s fascination was a horse he called “Jet”. Pho-
tos of the horse in the book showed it to be the second row 
Silver Star USA flag horse currently on the carousel, and on 
the cover of this month’s issue. The cover of the book shows 
the stargazer Indian pony that is still on the carousel.  

The book was written circa 1971-1972, at least a year 
before the carousel was dismantled and sold to Taft Broad-
casting. So how did parts of the carousel wind up in a pile?   
The answer may be from a statement to the author recently 
from Ray Tomasso that when the carousel originally arrived 
at Roger Williams Park from Massachusetts, there were 
some extra pieces and that came with the carousel and that 
not everything fit into the carousel building at Roger Wil-

10% REDUCTION
10% REDUCTION

10% REDUCTION
10% REDUCTION

10% REDUCTION
10% REDUCTION
“The Largest Fairground Organ in the World”
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liams Park. This 
may also explain 
the fact that PTC 
originally sold 68 
horses with the 
carousel while 
only 66 horses 
were mounted on 
the carousel. To-
masso recounted 
that, to his mem-
ory, the carousel 

was sold to Taft Broadcasting with only 66 horses. Records 
at Kings Dominion Park however, suggest that the carousel 
came with 68 horses.

Although the carousel came to Kings Dominion in work-
ing order, including the original Auchy friction drive, the hors-
es were in need of thorough restoration. Park employees 
first stripped years of paint from the horses and found that 
many of the horses were being held together by as many 
as 16-20 layers of paint. The first job was to stabilize the 
integrity of the horses with new dowels and glue, followed 
by the typical restorer’s art, including sanding, painting, etc.   
The result was a masterpiece that would make the original 
PTC artists and Rosemarie Michela proud.  

PTC #44 arrived at Kings Dominion Park in December, 
1973 and work on the carousel began immediately in prepa-
ration for the park’s opening in 1975. Work continued for 
fourteen months to restore and prepare the carousel for its 
new debut. The total cost to bring the carousel to Kings Do-
minion, including the restoration, was $483,667. (10) 

PTC #44 is one of the masterpieces of carousel art.  John 
Zalar, often called the Michelangelo of carousel carvers, is 
said to have carved the horses for the carousel and #44 is 
one of only a few carousels to carry mostly, if not exclusive-
ly, John Zalar horses. PTC #45 at the Woodside Park Zoo 
in Seattle, Washington, and #46 at Disney World in Buena 
Vista, Florida are others. Other PTC carousels also carry 
many Zalar horses, including #47 at Hersheypark in Her-
shey, Pennsylvania. Zalar’s distinctive style is evident here 
in his carvings – the expressive eyes, the flowing manes, the 
detailed flared nostrils, the aggressive open mouths, and the 
defined musculature are all characteristic of Zalar. In addi-
tion to enjoying a ride on the carousel, viewing the horses is 
akin to a museum visit to see the works of a master.  

There are currently 66 horses on the carousel, as there 
had been at Riverside and Roger Williams Park. Articles by 
Dale Brumfield who had access to files at Kings Dominion, 
have indicated that two of the horses from the carousel were 
given away. One horse, suspected by Brumfield to be the 

lead horse of the carousel, was reportedly donated to the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC. The other horse 
was given to Thomas L. “Lew” Hooper on his retirement. Mr. 
Hooper was an executive at the park and president of Kings 
Entertainment, the parent corporation of Kings Dominion, 
Kings Island, and Carowinds parks. Kings Entertainment 
(KECO) is the company formed by senior executives at Taft 
Broadcasting in 1984 that purchased the theme park divi-
sion from Taft Broadcasting.

The author has spent hours of searching the records at 
the Smithsonian for any indication of a PTC horse in their 
collection. I have found no record suggesting that a car-
ousel horse from PTC, let alone from PTC #44, is in their 
collection. A record was found for a Dentzel horse and refer-
ences to three Muller figures, but nothing was found about a 
PTC horse. The matter bears further research to determine 
the truth about the donation of the PTC horse to the Smith-
sonian.

The Michela and Tomasso families were committed to 
keeping all the horses from the carousel together, and it 
was for that reason they decided to sell the carousel as a 
unit, rather than selling the horses individually. Selling the 
horses from a carousel individually has generally brought 
higher prices than selling a carousel as one entity.  The prior 
owners accepted that they would get a lower price for the 
carousel in order to keep the carousel together. Recently, 
when I pointed out that there were possibly two horses from 
the carousel that had been given away, Mr. Tomasso was 
rather upset and indicated that his wife, Rosemarie, would 
have been extremely upset had she known the donations 
would happen. It remains to be seen however, if in fact, two 
horses were lost.  

The carousel still carries 66 horses, the same number as 
was on the carousel in Providence. From where did the ex-
tra two horses come? Dale Brumfield indicated that the car-
ousel came to Kings Dominion with 68 horses and that files 
at Kings Dominion indicated one of the horses had been 

The cover of “A 
Horse for Mat-
thew Allen” by 
Virginia Kester 
Smiley. 
Photo by  
Bryan Hopkins

The photo shown right, 
taken by Bryan Hop-
kins, is from “A Horse 
for Matthew Allen”. It 
appears to show a PTC 
horse on a scrap heap along with other decorations from the 
carousel. The photo above left shows one of the rounding 
board figures on PTC #44 now in Virginia. The figure on the 
scrap heap partially shown at the top of the Hopkins photo 
appears to be the same as the rounding board figure on PTC 
#44. The story of Matthew Allen’s treasure came roughly 36 
years after the Murphy carousel at Roger Williams Park was 
discarded in a similar way. The story almost seemed like an 
omen foretelling the loss of PTC #44 to Rhode Island. 
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donated to the Smithsonian and one to Lew Hooper. (16)  
Were the two donated horses the original two extra ones 
that PTC shipped with the carousel? Were there any photos 
taken of the horses given to the Smithsonian and to Mr. 
Hooper? Is one of the horses the same one from the book 
“A Horse for Matthew Allen” that appeared to be in a scrap 
pile? These are questions I have not been able to answer. 

The speculation that the horse given to the Smithsonian 
was the carousel’s lead horse is incorrect. The lead horse 
on the carousel is the horse identified as “Torch” that carries 
a torch in its trappings and has the likeness of a lion carved 
on a medallion on its shoulder (See the cover of the Buyer’s  
Guide listings in this issue and page 27 for a better look 
at “Torch”. (This is also the horse that Rosemarie Tomasso 
is seen painting in the photo from 1950 on page 30). This 
same horse was shown on the cover of The Carousel News 
& Trader in their article on PTC #44 in February 1992. 

A feature of this beautiful carousel is that all the horses 
are different and all are exquisitely crafted. From the majes-
tic outside-row standers to the smaller inner-row jumpers, 
all show the detailed workmanship and artistry of a mas-
ter carver. The restoration of the horses has been thorough 
and beautifully done. The paintings alone ask for a showing, 
as do the attractive and detailed rounding boards. A volume 
could be written about the carousel, showing each of the 
horses, the chariots, the paintings and carvings in detail.  
Such a work is beyond this article. Here we have tried to 
bring the history of the carousel up to date, to correct some 
of the stories about the carousel, and to tell a bit of the his-
tory that has not been shared before.  

Carousel #44 from the Philadelphia Toboggan Company 
continues to bring joy to new generations of riders and car-
ousel enthusiasts. The carousel provides a pallet to show-
case the fine work of a great carver, John Zalar, and is a 
great example of the skill and artistry of the PTC Company. 
The fact that the Auchy friction drive still runs after nearly 
a century of operation is a great testament to PTC. Kings 
Dominion is aware of the carousel’s history, its importance 
as a piece of unique American art and its place in the his-
tory of American carousels. The history of #44, as with most 
classic American carousels, has been one of both joy and 
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This is a sign currently near PTC #44 

at Kings Dominion Park which indi-

cates that one of the original horses 

from the carousel is now in the Smith-

sonian. As of this publishing, there 

is no sighting of a PTC #44 carousel 

horse at the Smithsonian Institute. 

Investigation is still underway.

regret. We can hope that the future joys will 
far outweigh the few doses of regret.

Richard Gardner is a carousel enthu-
siast, historian and author of “PTC Carousels: The His-
tory of Philadelphia Toboggan Company Carousels”. 
See page 47 for more information on his book on the 
history of all of the 93 documented PTC carousels.
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per word, per insertion for 4 or more insertions. Classified ads should be prepaid by check or credit card.  Ads must be received by the 1st of the month 
to be included in the next month’s issue. Repeat ads that run 6 times or more are 50¢ per word and can be invoiced in three-month increments.   Mail to 
Carousel News & Trader, 11001 Peoria Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352 or Fax to (818) 332-7944. Email to: sales@carouselnews.com.

 ANTIQUE FIGURES
ANTIqUE CAROUSEL FIGURES - The internet’s foremost dealer in antique 
carousel horses, menagerie animals and trim. Buy/Sell/Restore/Appraise/
Broker. Website: www.mycarousel.com.  Email: mycarousel@mycarousel.
com. Phone: 978-534-4538. Sandy & Gary Franklin, 245 Merriam Avenue, 
Leominster, MA 01453.

CAROUSEL HORSES  Allan Herschell, Parker, Illions, PTC. Call Ron Weir. 
(641) 990-1485 for list.

CAROUSEL SUPERSTORE. Extensive inventory of carousel figures, 
related carousel items, art and consignments. Phone: (847) 220-4970. 
Visit: www.CarouselSuperStore.com. Email: CarouselStore2@aol.com.

CAROUSEL FIGURES Buy/Sell/Trade. Restorations by Wolf. Steve 
Crescenze. (301) 932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com.

ANTIqUE CAROUSEL ANIMALS. Buy-Sell-Trade.  Merry-Go-Round 
Antiques.  Al Rappaport, 29541 Roan Dr., Warren, MI 48093. (586) 751-8078. 

ANTIqUE CAROUSEL FIGURES: Antique carousel figures, full carousels, 
band organs and other related items. Always accept consignments. Visit 
www.antiquecarousels.com, antiquecarousels@gmail.com, (626) 639-0313.

ANTIQUE FIGURES
CAROUSEL ANIMALS - Horses, menagerie, Muller, Dentzel, Looff, Illions, 
Herschell-Spillman. (248) 693-4341 or lsho382057@aol.com.

CAROUSEL CLASSICS INC. Chicagoland’s Largest Carousel Inventory. 
Insurance and Estate Evaluations. Web site: www.CarouselClassics.com 
Email: CarouselMail2@aol.com. Phone: (847) 446-6970.

ANTIqUE CAROUSEL FIGURES  Send SASE for list of over 50 figures and 
scenery panels. Ken Weaver, 506 Pughtown Rd., Spring City, PA 19475. 
(610) 469-6331 or e-mail barbmgr@aol.com.

PARKER CHILDREN’S CHARIOT. Completely restored. Cherub and swans 
on front. Carved on both sides. $1,200. Jack Richmond. (812) 623-4034.

BAND ORGANS
FOR SALE - WURLITzER 165, MORTIER MINERVA, WURLITzER 150, 
VIOLANO VIRTUOSO, NO. TONAWANDA STYLE-198, are among the 
ANTIQUE BAND ORGANS, NICKELODEONS and other mechanical music 
machines we are currently offering. Call or write for details; dan@carousel.
com or call Brass Ring Entertainment at 818-394-0028.

MUSIC   HORSES   MINIATURES   JEWELRY  VIDEOS/DVDS  BOOKS   FIGURINES   ORNAMENTS      

W W W. C A R O U S E L S TO R E . C O M  |  1 - 8 0 0 - 5 5 8 - 7 9 6 9
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Great Gifts for All Occasions!

NEW RELEASES:

Carousel History Resources

new rolls now Available

The Carousel Modelers and Min-
iatures Association (CMMA) has 
been reorganized. The CMMA 
was founded in 1986 for the pur-
pose of bringing together mod-
elers, miniaturists and wood-
carvers interested in building 
operating miniature carousels.  

CMMA membership includes 
the quarterly publication, Horse Tales, 
a membership directory and the hobby’s greatest fel-
lowship. The 2009 convention was held at the Her-
schell Carrousel Factory Museum.  

The CMMA is now accepting 2012 memberships.  
Past CMMA members will be contacted with member-
ship information.  Membership dues are $20 per year.  
Checks or money orders should be made out to the 
CMMA and sent to the CMMA secretary-treasurer.

If you are interested in carousel models, miniatures 
or woodcarving, please contact the CMMA for addi-
tional information.  

All inquiries or questions should be sent to Patrick 
Wentzel, CMMA secretary-treasurer, 2310 Highland 
Ave., Parkersburg, WV 26101-2920 or call (304) 428-
3544, or email pwentzel@patrickwentzel.com.

Carousel Modelers and 
Miniatures Association
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BAND ORGANS 

BAND ORGANS - Wurlitzer 153 with new case and facade. Ruth 33 with 
German custom-built display trailer. antiquecarousels.com. (626) 639-0313.

RESTORATION - BAND ORGAN, ORCHESTRION, NICKELODEON, 
MILLS VIOLANO. Known for our unmatched Quality Restoration Services.
www.RobertsMusicalRestorations.com. Deland, Florida. (407) 234-4747.

NEW MUSIC FOR YOUR WURLITzER. Three New Organ Rolls for Style 
150, and 125. Big Band Swing Roll. Italian Roll. 50s and ‘60s Rock ‘n’ Roll. 
Arrangements by Rich Olsen. $80.00 each. Gold Leaf Galleries, P.O. Box 
174, Bristol, CT  06011. (860) 261-5923. E-mail: sales@wurlitzerrolls.com.

BRASS RINGS
SOLID BRASS RINGS. Single brass ring, $12.00 includes Priority Mail 
shipping. Inquire about bulk order brass rings, $3,00 and up, with or without 
a personalized stamp. Great gifts, Gift Store Items, Souvenirs. For bulk ring 
orders (818) 394-0028 or E-Mail: BrassRings@carousel.com. For single 
rings, visit www.CarouselNews.com

BOOKS/E-Books
READ ABOUT HISTORIC NEW YORK CAROUSELS on Amazon kindle 
by Linda Bartash-Dawley: ebooks start at $1.99. www.carousel-girl.com.

 CAROUSElS
FULLY COMPLETE ANTIqUE WOODEN CAROUSELS for sale dating 
to 1895.  Other significant large and new carousels available. For more 
information, visit www.carousel.com, email to dan@carousel.com or call 
Brass Ring Entertainment at (818) 394-0028.

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

For more information call (626) 639-0313 
or email antiquecarousels@gmail.com

C a r o u s e l  C o l l e C t i b l e s  &  M o r e

b u y i n g  •  s e l l i n g  •  c o n s i g n m e n t s

looking for a figure? let us find it for you. 
selling a figure? let us sell it for you.

W W W . A n T i q u E C A r O u s E l s . C O M

Band Organs

North 
Tonawanda 

Style 198

One-of-a-kind
Mint condition 
recent rebuild 

$190,000

Wurlitzer 
Style 150

Recently 
restored 
inside 
and out.

$100,000

Violano 
Virtuoso 

Nickelodeon

Beautiful piece.
Mint condition.
Located in the 

Los Angeles 
area

$32,500

Band Organs

W W W . A n T i q u E C A r O u s E l s . C O M

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

Call (626) 639-0313 or antiquecarousels@gmail.com

Wurlitzer style-153

b u y i n g  •  s e l l i n g  •  c o n s i g n m e n t s

New case and façade. Rebuilt in 2005. Duplex spool frames. 
Original vacuum pumps. The pressure pumps are copies of 

the original built by Joe Hilfrety. The pipe work is origi-
nal Wurlitzer. The drums beaters are copies of the originals. 

$49,900.
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Mortier 
Minerva 

Dance Organ
Mortier Dance organ. 

Fully restored by 
Johnny Verbeeck in 

Belgium. Huge 20 feet 
wide by 16 feet tall. 

Known as the Minerva 
from the factory. 

Comes with plenty of 
book music and also 
set up to play by midi 
control with around 
1,000 songs in the 

computer. This organ 
is ready to go and a 
true showpiece for 

any collection.

FOR SALE

A L L  t H i n g S  C A r O u S E L  f O r  O V E r  3 5  y E A r S

Brass RingTM

Entertainment
1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T  •  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2

818-394-0028 • fax: 818-332-0062
e m a i l :  s a l e s @ c a r o u s e l . c o m  •  w w w . c a r o u s e l . c o m

Rare Band Organ Offerings

Wurlitzer 165 
Wurlitzer 165 band organ fully 
restored. One of the rarest and 

most sought after band organs in 
the world. This organ has a com-
plete history and to make it even 

rarer, it came from the factory 
with lights. This may be the last 
165 offered to the public in our 
lifetime. Don’t miss out on what 
could be your last opportunity 

to own one of these very special 
mechanical music machines.



Carousel News & Trader, April 201340 www.carouselnews.com

CARVING
qUALITY CAROUSEL CUT-OUTS & ROUGH-OUTS, COMPLETE 
CARVINGS, RESTORATION BODY PARTS. Babb’s Woodcarvings (Indy); 
(317) 780-9476 or email babbdn@aol.com. Catalog available.

CARVING ClASSES
KEN MEANS CAROUSEL CARVING SUMMER CAMPS: July 8 - 12, Head 
& Neck; July 15 - 19 Legs & Tail; July 22 - 26, Body. Take one class or all 
three! E-mail, Kenscarousel@aol.com. Web. www.kenmeanscarousel.com. 
Ken Means, 57784 Fairview Rd., Coquille, OR 97423. (541) 396-4501.

GIFTS
ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS of unique, distinctive and fun 
carousel items to delight yourself and your friends.  Luann’s Carousel Gifts;  
Box 132 Chicopee, MA 01021. (413) 534-4139. www.luannscarouselgifts.
com.  email: Luanncarousel@aol.com.

HUNDREDS OF CAROUSEL GIFT IDEAS at The Carousel Store online. 
From horses to jewelry and everythhing in between. Call (800) 558-7969 
or visit www.CarouselStore.com.

MECHANICAl/GEARS
NEW GEARS AND BEARINGS for all carousels. 10-years-old or 110-year-
old, we can repair any carousel. Now offering the J-56 Gear for an Allan 
Herschell 12-section carousel, and 18-tooth Nylatron pinion.
Visit www.amusementgear.com or call (818) 504-4946.

C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S
   

CAROUSELS FOR SALE

Contact: John Fanelli
60 Taylor Rd. • Ashby, MA 01431

978-343-4881

1949   Allan Herschell. 3-row. 30 horses, all aluminum. 36 ft. 
           Good Condition. $50,000

1949   Allan Herschell. 3-row. 30 horses, all aluminum. 40 ft. 
           w/Spillman scenery. $85,000

1951   Allan Herschell. 3-row. 36 horses, all aluminum. 40 ft. 
           w/Allan Herschell scenery. $85,000

1958   Allan Herschell. 3-row. 30 horses. Chain drive. 36 ft.  
           w/Allan Herschell scenery. Fitted trailer. $85,000

1920   Allan Herschell. 3-row. 42 horses, all wood. 45 ft. 
           $275,000 with Wurlitzer 146 Band Organ.

1958   Allan Herschell. 4-row. 50 ft. 46 horses. 14 Bradley & Kay  
           outside row figures w/Dentzel scenery.  $325,000

           Allan Herschell. 4-row. 60 animals. Trailer mounted w/3  
           trailers. Formerly owned by Larry Carr, Jr. Well built.       
           $250,000

1960   Eli #16 Ferris wheel. Ground model. (55’H). $40,000
Inquire about other amusement rides and carousels available. 
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Classic and hard to find carousel gift items.

luann’s Carousel Gifts
P. O. Box 132 • Chicopee, MA 01021

413-534-4139
www.luannscarouselgifts.com

luann’s 
Carousel Gifts

luann’s 
Carousel Gifts

C a r o u s e l  C o l l e C t i b l e s  &  M o r e

For more information call 

(626) 639-0313 
or email antiquecarousels@gmail.com

b u y i n g  •  s e l l i n g  •  c o n s i g n m e n t s

W W W . A n T i q u E C A r O u s E l s . C O M

Heyn Superbe

Ca. 1900 GERMAn CAROUSEL 
32 horses, 2 coaches, 1 rocking boat, 

1 drill (tub). 33-foot diameter platform
Also includes: 

Ruth & Sohn 33 keyless band organ
The organ is currently playing weekly but needs pneumat-

ic restoration. it has a Voight double roll system.

$250,000  $225,000 uSD
Located In Europe

can ship to anywhere in the world.

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mBrass 
rings

Carousel Brass Rings
Available for Bulk Orders

• Great Souvenirs!
• Great Gift Items!
Solid brass ring $3.00 each* 
*Minimum order of 200 rings

Personalize your rings with 
YOuR stamped message!
Call or write for details:

818-394-0028 or E-Mail: BrassRings@carousel.com

Brass 
rings

Carousel Brass Rings
Available for Bulk Orders

• Great Souvenirs!
• Great Gift Items!

10% REDUCTION
10% REDUCTION

Motivated seller - All serious Offers Considered!Motivated seller - All serious Offers Considered!

Motivated seller - All serious Offers Considered!

“
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 MINIATURES
COMPLETE CAROUSELS, KITS, also miniature carousel parts. For info 
contact, Bernice Evarts, 121 Payne Ave., N. Tonawanda, NY 14120. (716) 
692-7875. Email, EPBA1230@aol.com. www.miniaturecarousels.com.

MUSIC
BAND ORGAN MUSIC. The oldest and largest source of professionally 
recorded Carousel Music! New owners of Marion Roehl Recordings. 
Wholesale orders available. Visit www.bandorganmusic.com, or call us at 
(573) 471-7018.

RESTORATION
PROFESSIONAL, qUALITY RESTORATIONS. Custom Caving and 
Restoration. Email: marlene@customcarvingandrestoration.com. 454 Acadia, 
Wichtia, KS 67212. (316) 722-1872. www.customcarvingandrestoration.com.  

RESTORATIONS BY WOLF, cover quality, affordable prices.  Phone (301) 
932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com.

 STANDS
STANDS, BRASS POLES, ROCKING HORSE accessories, Carousel 
Memories.  Mike Mendenhall, Box 33225, Los Gatos, CA 95031. Phone: 
(408) 356-2306. email: Carousel136@Verizon.net.

C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S

Restoration
Wood repairs by Ron Purdy

and John McKenzie
Gold and aluminum leafing

Oil painting by hand
Specializing in “back to factory”

Quality hair tails available in all colors & sizes.

(626) 793-1303
Running HoRse studio • LouRinda BRay

rindalsb@sbcglobal.net

www.runninghorsestudio.com

CarouselThe

News & Trader

Missed An Issue?  Lost An Issue?

Looking For A Carousel Story?
Search the contents of more than 26 years of 

The Carousel News & Trader online!
www.CarouselNews.com

11001 Peoria St., Sun Valley, CA 91030 • 818-332-8944 • info@carouselnews.com

At just $35, Carousel News & Trader 
Subscriptions Make Great Gifts!

C. W. Parker Carousel #91. (No Horses) 
36-ft., 3-row, stored in semi-trailer for 17 years.

A real piece of history.  
Carousel operated in Pine Lake Park, Caroga Lake, NY, for 30 
years and then Rocky Glen Park in Moosic, PA. Last operated 

in Pennsylvania in 1990. Asking $52,500   $42,500 
All reasonable offers considered. 

(626) 639-0313

FOR SALE

1903 C.W. PARKER CAROUSEL

REDUCED
REDUCED
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Visit us at iAAPA in Booth #4026

A L L  t H i n g S  C A r O u S E L  f O r  O V E r  3 5  y E A r S

Brass RingTM

Entertainment
1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T  •  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2

818-394-0028 • fax:  818-332-0062
e m a i l :  s a l e s @ c a r o u s e l . c o m  •  w w w . c a r o u s e l . c o m

COnTACT:COnTACT:

See more photos and prices at
www.antiquecarousels.com or call

FANTASTIC FIBERGLASS FIGURES
VERY LIMITED qUANTITIES

THE MOLDS ARE LITERALLY BROKEN ON THESE FIBERGLASS FIGURES FROM THE BUD HURLBUT KNOTTS BERRY FARM COLLECTION
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C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S

Email Your Classified Ad to 
classifieds@carouselnews.com.

The Carousel News & Trader
11001 Peoria Street, Sun Valley, Ca 91352  • 818-332-7944 • info@CarouSelnewS.Com

yes!   Please send me my subscription.

name _________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________
City State Zip___________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________ 
Phone _________________________________________________
Credit Card # __________________________________________
Exp. date ___________ CVV _______       Visa - Master Card - AMEX - Discover

Card Signature __________________________________________

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 

1 Year $35

2 Years $65

Canada $55 (US FUNDS)

Foreign $95 (US FUNDS)

Back Issues $6.95

2012 Calendar $11.85  $7.95

Please check if renewal

You can also subscribe online at 
www.CarouselNews.com or 

www.CarouselStore.com

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
12 issues a year. 48 pages. Full Color! 

Just $35. Also makes a great gift!

C  C r a w f o r d  C o l l e c t i o n
 email: ccrawfordc@optimum.net 

C a t h e r i n e  C r a w f o r d  •  H i g h l a n d ,  N e w  Y o r k   1 2 5 2 8

Visit  us on Facebook,  C Crawford Col lection

C Crawford Collection

Individually Crafted 
Fur Bears, 
Novelty Ties, 
Quilts, 
Backpacks 
and accessories.

TAIlS
SOFT TANNED TAILS all sizes and colors.  A quality horse tail. 2720 Old 
Orchard Rd, Lancaster, PA 17601. (717) 295-9188.

TOP qUALITY HORSE HAIR TAILS all colors and sizes. Running Horse 
Studio, 1660 La Vista Place, Pasadena, CA. (626) 793-1303. Visit our new 
website at www.runninghorsestudio.com..

WANTED
WANTED:  -  Herschell-Spillman zebra. Willing to restore. Contact Linda @ 
(585) 924-7861.

WANTED TO BUY.  Small French figures, preferably unrestored.  Ron Craig, 
51 Maridale, Lincoln, IL 62556. (217) 735-3308.

WANTED TO BUY, looking for basket cases or animals needing repairs. Send 
photos to Ron Craig, 51 Maridale, Lincoln, IL 62556. (217) 735-3308.

SEEKING ANTIqUE FIGURES - Roached Mane Dentzel outside-row stander 
with simple trappings preferred. Illions Flying Mane jumper with an over-the-
top Supreme-style mane. Also, figures in old or original paint. Welcome all 
consignments. www.AntiqueCarousels.com or (626) 639-8313.

CAROUSEL ARCHIVES. Pictures, ephemera or any kind of archive. One 
piece or whole collection. Info@Carouselnews.com or (818) 332-7944.
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A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m
b u y i n g  •  s e l l i n g  •  c o n s i g n m e n t s

6 2 6 - 6 3 9 - 0 3 1 3  •  a n t i q u e c a r o u s e l s @ g m a i l . c o m
W W W . A n T i q u E C A r O u s E l s . C O M

looking for a figure? let us find it for you. selling a figure? let us sell it for you.

dentzel Ostrich

1924 Dentzel Ostrich. Lise 
Liepman paint. John Hughes 

restoration. The model for John’s 
bronze ostrich. $22,500

ca. 1915 Illions Outer Row 
Seaside Heights Jumper. $18,500 

M. C. illions

ca. 1920 Lise Liepman paint. 
$9,500 (top) 

ca. 1911 From Edgewater Park, 
Detroit, MI   $9,500.

dentzel pigsArmored parker

High back cantle. Jeweled. Lise 
Liepman paint. $7.500

dentzel Goat

Dentzel Goat Prancer. High bird-
back saddle and fancy trappings. 

Lise Liepman paint. $18,950

HUGE Outside Row 
1920s Parker. Older restoration. 

$14,500

Huge parker

E. Joy Morris

Peek-a-Boo Stander. Double 
Parrot Saddleback. Painted by 

Pam Hessey. $24,500

looff stander

ca. 1890 from Goddard Park, 
Rhode Island. $15,500
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Allan Herschell Indian Pony. 
Beautifully restored.  $3,950

A n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o mA n t i q u e C a r o u s e l s . c o m

6 2 6 - 6 3 9 - 0 3 1 3  •  a n t i q u e c a r o u s e l s @ g m a i l . c o m
W W W . A n T i q u E C A r O u s E l s . C O M

looking for a figure? let us find it for you. selling a figure? let us sell it for you.

Rare 1880s Dare 2nd Row Lion.
$10,500

Allan Herschell Rooster.  
$5,500

Circa 1910 Heyn Donkey 
Beautifully detailed carving.  

$7,500

Rare 1920s Herschell-Spillman 
zebra. Old paint.  $4,800

Visit us at iAApA in Booth #4026

 Early 1900s Dentzel Jumper. 
Beautiful restoration with 

Pam Hessey paint job. $9,500

dentzel Jumper

Allan Herschell Roached Mane 
Jumper. Wood and joint repairs 

by Ron Purdy. $4,000

Herschell-spillman pine Grove pTC

ca. 1905 Muller/PTC From Pine 
Grove PTC #9. Restored in 

stains by Pam Hessey. $27,500

looff

ca. 1900 Dentzel 2nd Row 
Stander. From House on the 
Rock Collection. $22,500

ca. 1915 Rare Flowered jumper 
with Pelt Saddle. $5,000

c.1916 Stargazer. On page. 192 of 
“Painted Ponies”.  $6,800

Early 1900s Keansburg, NJ, 
Looff Jumper. $6.500   $5,900
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FOR SALE

A L L  t H i n g S  C A r O u S E L  f O r  O V E r  3 5  y E A r S

Brass RingTM

Entertainment
1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T  •  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2

818-394-0028 • fax:  818-332-0062
e m a i l :  s a l e s @ c a r o u s e l . c o m  •  w w w . c a r o u s e l . c o m

Historic 1926 Dentzel Deluxe

3-Row Menagerie. All original animals. In storage for over 2 decades.

contact:


