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Northwest
Carousel
Adventure
 
National Carousel Association 
2007 Convention
Washington and Oregon States
September 12 - 16, 2007

Visit 7 carousels, one museum and Mt St Helens.  
 
Truck mounted portable PTC #43  circa 1917 
Western Washington Fair Grounds, Puyallup, WA 
 
Community carousel carved by the Washington 
Antique Carousel Society 
Point Defiance Zoo, Tacoma, WA
 
Mt St Helens Visitor Center
 
Classic 4 row CW Parker park machine 
Jensen Beach Mall, Portland OR
 
1911 circa Herschell-Spillman menagerie 
Oaks Park, Portland, OR 
 
The International Museum of Carousel Art 
Hood River/Dee, OR
 
The Herschell-Spillman Steam Riding Gallery 
Track Machine circa 1900 
The pride of Bickleton, WA 
 
Enchanted Village Parker 3 row portable 
Federal Way, WA
 
PTC #45 in it’s new home 
Woodland Park Zoo, Seattle WA 

For more information, contact:
Linda & Tom Allen at 206-860-6167
or email: alleniana@comcast.net.

Woodland Park Zoo, Seattle WA; PTC #45
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ON THE COVER  

The Santa Cruz Beach 
Boardwalk celebrates its 
100th anniversary this 
summer. Their prized 
1911 Looff carousel 
remains the centerpiece 
to the historic park.

Photo Copyright
John L. Goldberg

1950’s Allan Herschell Carousel

30 Animals with two chariots.
Hard to find gasoline powered drive.

Perfect for personal use. 
$26,000 

Delivery available.
Call 818-394-0028 

Or Email dan@carousel.com 
for details
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Brass
 Ring

There is still 
a spot reserved for 
your treasured Illions 
horse on an operating 
Illions Supreme 
Carousel!

George Schott
839 Main St.

Lewiston, ME 04240

	 Call (207) 946-7972

After 8,000 miles it’s good to be home. Sorry I missed 
last month’s “Dan’s Desk”.  I also miss the cheap gasoline 
most of the country has compared to California. Summer 
is here and many carousels are shaking off the winter 
dust.  It’s time to get out and ride your local carousel.

Trimpers Rides in Ocean City, MD, is in a fight for its 
life. The value of the ocean front property is exceeding the 
park’s income. The taxes have risen over 150 percent in 
three years. Without some help this may be the last year 
for the park. The Maryland Assistant Secretary of Tour-
ism Hannah Byron said this week her office is considering 
drafting legislation to help save the historic amusement 
park. If you’re in the area, go out and take a ride on their 
Herschell Spillman menagerie carousel. This park may 
end up like Astroland and have its final season this year.

Well, here are more reasons a city shouldn’t be in-
volved in carousel decisions. Theodore Roosevelt Park 
is still looking for a carousel group to give them a Theo-
dore Roosevelt-themed carousel for free. The whole sales 

From Dan’s Desk
Message from the publisher, Dan Horenberger

These are little bits of information that come across my 
desk. Some will become bigger stories in future issues of 
the CN&T, others are just passed-along information.

pitch to the locals is 
“there will be no cost 
to us.”  No cost?  Over 
$100,000 has been  
spent so far on stud-
ies and fees on this 
“free carousel.” Even 
if they get the free 
carousel, the city still 
has to spend tens of 
thousands of dollars 
for park upgrades. 
Plus, there is a law-
suit over the fact that there’s a “no carousel” restriction in 
the park. What a mess. We’ll keep you up-to-date.

The 2007 Spirit of Humanitarianism Volunteer Awards 
from the Leavenworth County Human Services Council 
were just announced. Among the recipients are the vol-
unteers at the C.W. Parker Carousel Museum. Approxi-
mately 50 volunteers maintain the museum building, in-
cluding cleaning the facility.  They also host events, give 
tours, write grants, build museum displays and operate 
the carousel.  The carousel museum volunteers received 
two nominations for the Spirit of Humanitarianism Award, 
with Walt and Virginia Defrees and Jerry and Marilyn Re-
inhardt accepting the award.  Congratulations!
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

PTC #87 Third-Row Jumper
From Asbury Park, NJ

circa 1929-1932
Mint condition.  

Restored by Lise Liepman of Berkeley, CA
(Currently housed in So. California).

Asking $9.500
Email inquiries to: bridgetdog@aol.com

Grape-sized hail pummeled the Denver area recently 
in a freak storm. Some intersections had up to three-feet 
of water. At Elitch Gardens Amusement Park, the hail 
broke lights and toppled small trees forcing the park to 
close. After a detailed inspection everything was fine and 
things are back to normal.

Time to put on your tin foil hats. There’s a huge move-
ment to build a UFO-themed park in Roswell, NM. What 
was just rumblings is now gaining momentum.  New Mex-
ico business people, city officials and entrepreneurs have 
a new idea for making money in this hot tourist spot — an 
alien theme park. The proposed amusement park would 
have an indoor roller coaster that would be something of 
a mock alien abduction. The city has received a $245,000 
legislative appropriation for planning and the park could 
be open as early as 2010. City Planner Zach Montgomery 
said the building of the park would cost “several hundred 
million dollars.”  I wonder if they are going to hire Mari-
anne Stevens as a consultant for the carousel?

Conneaut Lake Park continues to seek funds to open 
for the 2007 season. As of press time the park is closed, 
but a benefit concert will go on as scheduled. With millions 
in debt and the rejected sale of property that would have 
brought in $1.7 million, the park is in a desperate situa-
tion. There is a campaign to raise $100,000 with $47,000 
already raised before the concert.  Around $300,000 is 
needed to open the entire park, but the $100,000 would 

be enough to open Kiddieland, Beach Club, Hotel Con-
neaut, the Midway and some rides for now. Anyone in-
terested in helping with donations should contact George 
Deshner at (814) 382-5115. Checks made payable to the 
Conneaut Lake Institute can be deducted from federal 
taxes as the institute is a 501-C organization.  Anyone in-
terested in making a donation without a tax deduction can 
make checks payable directly to Conneaut Lake Park.

For the past six months it’s hardly been a Ghost Town 
at the North Carolina named theme park. Instead, it’s an 
authentic western town turned construction site. “We have 
re-roofed 148,000 square feet — every roof in the park 
has been completely rebuilt,” says Ghost Town General 
Manager Bob Cordier. Among the more memorable park 
attractions are the chair lift ride and the incline railway. 
Both are going through major renovations. Ghost Town 
didn’t want to lose the nostalgia of the park and although 
most of the old rides have been refurbished, they still have 
an authentic look, including the 1959 scrambler and the 
1927 carousel. The road leading to the park, the steepest 
grade in the state, also received a complete upgrade. At 
an elevation of 4.600 feet, there’s quite a view from the 
park. I hope to make a visit this summer.

The Story City, IA Greater Chamber Connection 
needs volunteers to help run its 1913 antique carousel. 
Volunteers operate the carousel every weekend, from 
May through September. Shifts run from noon-3 p.m., 
3-6 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays, plus 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings, 6-9 p.m. 
Ride operators enjoy free popcorn and rides for their fam-
ily during their shift. To volunteer, send the chamber an 
email at chamber@storycity.net or call (515) 733-4214

There was a ribbon-cutting for the newly completed Al-
der Creek Pioneer Carousel Museum in Bickleton, WA. 
Using $450,000 in state grants, the 5,500-square-foot oc-
tagonal building serves as a place to store and display 24 
century-old carousel horses and is the town’s first muse-
um to preserve Eastern Klickitat County history. Barbara 
Clark, Jan Brown, Sandra Powers and Lynn Mains led 
the effort, first by helping to restore and repaint the ag-
ing horses, then by recruiting the community to finish the 
interior of the building after Mountain States Construction 
of Sunnyside erected the structure last summer. “We had 
1,000 volunteer hours on all the work done inside. We 
didn’t hire anyone,” Clark said. “Men, women, children 
and grandchildren scraped, painted and donated. It’s a 
rather magical footprint of our history. We dedicate it to 
the pioneers who came before us.” The museum is open 
to the public Thursdays through Sundays until Sept. 30.

The carousel world mourns the passing of John Davis 
this past spring.  Some outside of California may not know 
the rich carousel history of the Davis family.  Look for a 
lengthy editorial tribute in an upcoming issue of CNT.

Dan’s Desk cont.
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      John Oliver Davis—“J.O.” to his friends, and “Bud” to those he grew up with—was born into a family already established in the 
carousel business.  His grandfather, Oliver Funk Davis, brought one of the first portable carousels to California near the turn of the 
last century and, with his son Ross, later established a number of stationary carousels throughout California.  In addition to being 
operators, both men became west coast brokers for the Spillman Engineering/Herschell-Spillman Company. 

      During John’s childhood the Davis family operated machines in various California locales, including Mission Beach and Ocean 
Beach in San Diego, Lincoln Park in Los Angeles, and, for a time, at Belmont Park in Long Beach.  As a young man, John helped 
to establish new machines at Griffith Park in Los Angeles and Tilden Park in Berkeley. 

      Following WWII military service as a bomber pilot in the Pacific, he acquiesced when his father pressed him to take over the 
Ross R. Davis & Son business despite John’s preference for a career in aviation.  He moved with his new wife, Janet Herring, to 
Berkeley, California, where he established a merry-go-round at the Bay area’s Tilden Regional Park.  He purchased a portion of 
the company by working long hours, seven days a week for the first few years until he found a trusted operator in his wife’s cousin.  
He returned to the Los Angeles area to take full control of the Lincoln and Griffith Park machines.  To be within minute’s commute 
of both carousels, he moved his family to Glendale. 

      It was around this time that Walt Disney commissioned Ross and John to find a four abreast, all horse carousel for the nascent 
Disneyland.  They found an appropriate three-abreast machine in Canada, then oversaw the construction of the fourth row of what 
is now known as King Arthur’s Carousel.  

      In the late 60s, John purchased the contents of the Looff factory in Long Beach from the Looff family.  To the delight of his four 
children, each received a horse or menagerie figure for Christmas or birthdays for years to follow.  Many of those figures are now 
in the combined Davis Siblings Collection. 

      Ross R. Davis & Son remained a viable business until the mid-60s when the turbulent social climate kept families – particularly 
those with small children – away from the parks and their carousels.  Vandalism was an acute problem at both machines, but at 
Lincoln Park in particular.  Some years later – in a sad day for both the Davis family and the City of Los Angeles – the woefully 
underinsured Lincoln Park Merry-go-round burnt nearly to the ground when squatters started a fire in the store room. 

      John sold the Griffith Park merry-go-round with the proviso that it be kept as a running machine and sold the Tilden Park 
machine to the regional parks department.  But even in retirement, he continued to sell band organ music and lent many of the 
carousel figures in the family’s collection to museums and exhibits.  A slideshow, put together by son, John O. Davis, Jr., was 
narrated by J.O. to the delight of many audiences.  Much of that slideshow will be included in a documentary now being produced 
by the Davis Siblings Collection.

In Memoriam

John Oliver 
“J.O.” Davis

Oct. 24, 1915 - March 10, 2007
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 Carver’s Corner:  Carving the Nostrils and Eyes

Carousel Carving Tips and Tricks

By Larry Pefferly
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

By now, if you have been following previous months’ 
articles, you are well on your way to carving what I think is 
the most difficult and the most important part of a carousel 
horse, the head.  We will now finish the nostrils before 
starting the eyes. 

From the point where we stopped last month, lets con-
tinue at the top part of the nostril, carve almost straight 
down about ¼” deep, forming the beginning of a ‘lip’ 
around the nostril when the inside is eventually carved 
out. Gradually carve away from the nostril toward the top 
of the head.  You will have an extension of the nostril as 
it goes upward before blending into the horse’s face.  Un-
der this area is a passage needed to carry air from those 
big, flared nostrils to the lungs.  Emphasize this area.  It 
should look like a convex shaped tube from the top of the 
nostril until it blends into the face (see Figure 1A).  

Recall the long pencil line you drew 1” from the center, 
and the short line next to it that was also the front part of 
the nostril.  Between those two lines, carve a rounded 
concave groove around the front of the nostril and up to-
ward the front side of the air passage.  This groove will 
fade into the front side of the air passage.  From the front 
side of the air passage, carve out toward the face of the 
horse to the line that is 1” from the center (see Figure 1).   
You will accomplish a 2” wide flat area at the very front 
of the horse’s face from which you will make a turn and 
gradually carve toward the bridle (see Figure 1).   

Go back down to the bottom of the nostril.  From the 
groove in front (between the short line and long line), con-
tinue carving that groove around the bottom of the nostril 
until reaching the upper part of the upper lip, blending the 
groove into the one you previously carved at the back part 
of the nostril (see Figure 1).  Now is a good time to put the 
finishing touches on it.  

The groove you just made at the bottom part of the 
nostril should continue up the back part of the nostril.  Fin-
ish up this area as shown in Figure 1A, defining the lip 
and nostril.  When you have done all of the above on both 
sides, turn the head so it faces you to make sure both 
sides are equal by using a measuring tape, calipers, or 
a mirror.  I can tell more by closing my eyes and feeling 
both nostrils in my hands.  Try this method and you will 
be surprised how well it works in determining if both sides 
are balanced.   

When both sides are identical, carve out the inside of 
the nostrils.  The nostril on the horse’s right side is shaped 
like the number 6.  The nostril on the left side is shaped 
like a reversed number 6.  The best way to carve the nos-
trils is to imagine the number 6 as a lip (or face) of the 
nostril.  Everything on either side of the lip will be carved 
out (see Figure 1A).  The inside of the 6’s circle will have 
a soft ‘hole’ where air goes into the passage.  There is 

Fig. 1

Fig. 1A

Fig. 2
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a slight ‘v’ groove where the top of the circle meets the 
side.  At the top of the circle where it looks like a ‘v’, begin 
carving toward the front of the nostril, then down into the 
rounded groove between the two pencil lines.  The nostril 
is almost finished, but is quite flared.  You may like this 
look.  If you don’t want the nostril flared that much, take 
some off of the lip of the nostril a little at a time, perhaps 
taking more off at the bottom and front until getting the 
desired look.  Do both sides the same.  You are now ready 
for sanding.  The last step in finishing this section is put-
ting grooves in the horse’s teeth. 
CARVING THE EYES 

In my opinion, carving the eyes is the most important 
part of the horse as the expression dictates mood and 
feelings.  If done correctly, they tie the rest of the horse to-
gether.  Do not become uneasy about attempting to carve 
the eyes.  If you follow the steps outlined in the next para-
graphs, you will not have a problem. 

Determine where the eyes will be.  Don’t have the eyes 
too close to the ears or too low toward the mouth.  If the 
eye you drew when making the pattern is accurate and 
looks good to you, use the template as a guide in placing 
the eye correctly.  In general, if you section the horse’s 
head into thirds from the top of the head between the 

ears to the longest point of the upper lip, you will have 
the center of the eye (the center being two-thirds up from 
the lip).  When marking the head into thirds, have a little 
imagination as to where the forelock between the ears 
will be. Don’t measure from the forelock to the lip dividing 
that into thirds.  You should start as though the forelock 
wasn’t there.  

Now that the center of the eye has been established 
from top-to-bottom, establish the center from front-to-
back.  This is easy.  On a full size carousel horse, the 
center of the eye is 1½” from the face.  The block of wood 
you cut out and glued together may have some forelock 
between the horse’s ears that covers part of the face be-
yond the eyes.  You do not want to measure the 1½” from 
the front of the forelock.  Draw a line from the front part 
of the horse’s face where you have a 2” wide pencil line 
in the center, up toward the top of the head to where it 
turns into the base of the ears.  Envision the shape of 
the horse’s face if the forelock wasn’t there or refer to 
the anatomy book.  Go back 1½” from that line to find the 
center of the eye, front-to-back.  You should have a place 
to put one end of the compass to draw a round circle, 1¼” 
in diameter (see Figure 2). 

Everything you do to the eye revolves around that 1¼” 

Fig. 3

Fig. 4 Fig. 6

Fig. 5



Carousel News & Trader, July 200710 www.carouselnews.com

A complete guide on

HOW TO CARVE AND 
PAINT A CAROUSEL HORSE

with 138 color photographs
By 

Lawrence R. 
Pefferly, 
Carver

This is the defini-
tive book, and a ‘must 
have’ for every carver 
of carousel horses. 
Lawrence Pefferly, a 
3rd generation carver, 
has written this 140 
page book so a novice 
can confidently follow 
precise and easy-to-
understand, step-by-
step instructions in creating one’s own carousel horse. 
Abundant and beautiful color photographs and illustra-
tions are inserted throughout as ready-references in each 
discussion.

The book or Carousel Carving DVD can be purchased 
at www.carouselcarving.com for $39.95, or from: 
The Carousel Store at www.CarouselStore.com.

circle.  Make an ‘x’ in the middle where you put the point 
of the compass.  The next step is critical.  Do exactly the 
same thing on the other side.  If you cut the head from the 
neck so you can turn the head outward, it will be easy to 
make the other side equal.  The back of the head should 
be flat where it will be glued onto the neck later.  Place 
a square from the back of the head on the flat part, and 
move it until one part of the square is lined up with the 
center of the eye (the ‘x’).  Write down the measurement 

you read on the square at the eye’s center.  Draw a pencil 
line across the square from the center of the eye to the 
back of the head (see Figure 3).  Place the square on the 
flat part in back of the head and move it until it lines up 
with the last pencil line.  Draw another pencil line next to 
the square on the back of the head (see Figure 4).  Turn 
the head to the other side, line up the square one more 
time with the pencil line on the back, and draw the final 
pencil line toward the eye on the other side.  Before re-
moving the square, make a mark from the square at the 
measurement you last wrote down (see Figure 5).  You 
now have both eyes identically opposite each other (see 
Figures, 3, 4, and 5).  Use the same method to make the 
rosettes equal on both sides.   

Before carving, make a few more pencil marks begin-
ning with the horse’s right eye.  Part of the circle you have 
drawn will be covered with the eyelid.  Do not have a per-
fectly round eye.  Beginning from a little left of the circle 
at the upper left side of the eye, draw a line at an angle 
down through the top part of the eye, approximately ¼” 
into the 1¼” circle.  Continue down to a little past the front 
of the circle.  Continue that line by turning it down to just 
in front of the eye (the right side of the eyeball or circle).  
That pencil line will be part of the upper eyelid.  Draw 
another pencil line above the last line, approximately 3/8”, 
and follow that around, approximately the same distance 
from the first line.  This line will be called the center of the 
eyebrow.  It should look like Figure 6.  

You are now ready to carve the eye.  Using a large 
fishtail chisel, carve a ‘v’ groove between the two lines as 
shown in Figure 7.  With the point of the chisel at an angle 
a little below the eyebrow pencil line, score an angle cut to 
make the top part of the ‘v’.  Do the same on the outside of 
the eyelid, scoring another cut to finish the ‘v’ groove.  By 
carving the groove this way, you won’t need to use a mal-
let and possibly take a chance on damaging the wood.  

Carve away the outside of the eyebrow (see Figure 8). 
This will make the center of the eyebrow raised.  At this 
point, the entire eyebrow is flat.  Separate the forelock 
from the front of the horse’s face, as it will help when fin-

Fig. 7 Fig. 8

Fig. 1A
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ishing the front part of the eye.  Draw a small circle on the 
upper part of the horse’s eyebrow, as shown in Figure 8.          

The eyebrow should not remain flat, so this needs to 
be attended to (see Figure 8).  Remember you are work-
ing on the horse’s right eye.   As you look at it, the front 
of the eye is to the right of the 1¼” circle drawn for the 
eyeball.  In Figure 8, I drew a small circle just above the 
eyeball and on the center of the eyebrow.  Never carve 
within that small circle anymore.  Begin carving behind 
the small circle at an angle, approximately ¼” deep to-
ward the rosette.  Carve from the right of that small circle 
(the front of it) toward the part of the eyebrow where it 
turns down in front of the eye.  The goal is to gradually 
take away wood until you reach the bottom right corner of 
the eyebrow, about ¾” of wood being removed.  Re-draw 
the center of the eyebrow line in the front, and in the back 
of the eye, as you just carved the last line out.  At this 
point, the front part of the eyeball protrudes past the front 
part of the eyelid (see Figure 9).                       

The eyeball should not protrude as shown in Figure 9.  
Change it by placing the point of the compass in the cen-
ter of the eyeball that you used to make a circle, pressing 
in the point as deeply as you can into the wood, straight 
down.  As you will be carving away part of the eyeball, this 

will allow you to not lose the center spot of the eyeball.  
Carve away the front half of the eyeball without touching 
the back line of the eyeball circle, and gradually carve 
toward the front eyelid.  Carve it so it is reasonably close 
to the front eyelid and the eyeball is no longer protruding 
above the front part of the eyebrow.  Take the compass, 
set to 1¼”, place one end in the center of the eyeball, 
where there is still a mark (if you had pressed down hard 
enough), and draw a new circle minus the part that goes 
under the upper part of the eyelid.  Re-draw any other 
lines that have been carved out, such as the eyelid in front 
of the eyeball.  Carve the groove back in between the 
front part of the lid and brow.  At this point, the eye will 
look like Figure 10. 

As shown in Figure 10, a short pencil line is drawn 
at the top left corner of the eye from the upper lid down 
to the circle of the eye.  There is also a short pencil line 
drawn at the bottom right corner from the circle of the eye 
to the eyelid in front.  Carve the area below those short 
lines, beginning where it intersects the upper eyelid, in-
cluding the circle around the lower part of the eyeball, and 
over to the front part of the eyelid.  Carve out a rounded 
concave groove about ¼” deep to make the lower eyelid.  
Make a cut approximately 1/8” deep all around the circle 
of the eyeball and across the bottom of the upper eyelid.  
Remove the wood where the glass eyeball will eventually 
go.  More work will need to be done in this area, but not at 
this time.  The carving will now look like Figure 11. 

 I hope you were able to get a lot out of this installment, 
and, if you are carving as you read this, your horse should 
be starting to come alive.  In the August column we will 
put the glass eye in and carve the ears. 

Happy Carving
 
Master carver, Larry Pefferly has been carving carou-

sel horses for over 20 years.  To learn more about Larry, 
visit www.carouselcarving.com. 

To purchase his “How To Carve A Carousel Horse”  
video or book, visit www.CarouselStore.com.

Fig. 9

Fig. 11

Fig. 10
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Special Event Planned for 10th Anniversary of the Carousel Auction July 19-22

Euclid Beach Park July Celebration 
Arch is Back, New Plans for Pier

By Elva Brodnick
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

It’s been 10 long years since a small but dedicated 
band of Euclid Beach Park enthusiasts rallied to save 
Cleveland’s most beloved carousel from being bro-

ken up at auction.  
That same group of enthusiasts, Euclid Beach Park 

Now, is currently mobilizing to finally bring the Euclid 
Beach PTC #19 carousel back to its North Collinwood 
home, at its original site in Euclid Beach State Park. To 
bring attention to the carousel’s plight, Euclid Beach Park 
Now is planning an exhibit “The Euclid Beach Park Car-
rousel – Coming Full Circle” at the Arts Collinwood Gal-
lery and Cafe Marika, opening the evening of Thursday, 
July 19th at 7:00 p.m., and running through Sunday, July 
22. (Gallery and Cafe hours are Thursday and Friday 7:00 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., 
and Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) With the focus being 
The Story of the Euclid Beach Carrousel, this new exhibit 
will feature carousel horses and many photos and histori-
cal objects from Euclid Beach Park and the carousel that 
have never been exhibited before, bringing alive fresh 
memories of Cleveland’s most beloved amusement park, 
Euclid Beach Park. 

After the 1997 auction at which the carousel was pur-
chased as a whole and not broken up, the horses and 
chariots were restored. Since then, they (and the carou-
sel’s mechanism), have been in storage at the Western 
Reserve Historical Society (WRHS). To date, the WRHS 
has no apparent plans to bring this wonderful piece of Eu-
clid Beach Park and American history back to life. This is 
unfortunate for Clevelanders both old enough to remem-
ber Euclid Beach Park, and too young to remember (but 
having heard stories all their lives about the wonderful 

park) as they are being denied the chance to “Ride Back 
to Euclid Beach Park.”  10 years is long enough. It is time 
to finally bring our carousel home! 

The carousel’s place in North Collinwood’s Euclid 
Beach State Park is officially part of the City of Cleveland’s 
Lakefront Plan. The carousel, as well as the old pier, are 
part of Northeast Shores Development Corporation’s orig-
inal Lakeshore Boulevard Revitalization Plan which was 
approved by the City of Cleveland’s Planning Commis-
sion. Bringing the carousel home has the support of Ward 
11 North Collinwood’s Councilman Mike Polensek, State 
Representative Kenny Yuko, the Sun Papers, the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, Cleveland Lakefront, 
as well as the support of the people who live and work in 
the North Collinwood neighborhood. 

The carousel was the heart of the park, a ride all ages 
could enjoy, while the pier was a popular feature of the old 
amusement park used for fishing or for just enjoying the 
lake. By bringing both the carousel and the pier back, with 
the Humphrey Field Sports Complex across Lakeshore 
Boulevard, this part of Lakeshore Boulevard would be-
come a family-friendly place for good times today, as well 
as for remembering the good times of yesterday.  

Euclid Beach Park Now was founded in 1989 to help 
preserve the memories and memorabilia of Cleveland’s 
beloved Euclid Beach Amusement Park. Over the years, 
we have sponsored many memorabilia shows bringing 
people together to remember all the good times at Euclid 
Beach Park. Our current efforts include the restoration of 
the Shuffleboard Courts, the annual September event at 
the State Park, “Remembering the Sights and Sounds of 
Euclid Beach Park” event, as well as supporting the plans 
to bring the Euclid Beach carousel “back home”.

For more information, visit www.euclidbeach.com.

A carousel postcard from 1911.

A Euclid Beach Park postcard from 1914.
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The 1880s Belgian Carousel Appeared at the 1964 World’s Fair in New York

Carousel Magic! Restores Historic 
Gallopant for LaRonde in Montreal

By Andrea Nelson
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

In January of 2007, five semi containers rolled up to 
Carousel Magic’s Mansfield, OH, shop to deliver the 
components of the LaRonde Carousel for a com-

plete restoration to operating condition.  In May 2007, 
four moving vans returned those components, repaired, 
refurbished and ready for years of beautiful use, giving 
joy to riders.   This was an exceptionally fast turn-around, 
considering the age of the carousel and the extremely di-
lapidated condition in which it arrived.  

This carousel was built in Belgium in the 1880s.  It has 
passed through several owners and many maintenance 
workers, with widely varying levels of expertise, have 
worked it over. Some of the repairs that were made over 
the years did extensive damage to the beautiful old ma-
chine. The challenge of this restoration was how best to 

An installation worker setting up the historic Gallopant carousel at LaRonde in Montreal. Photos courtesy of Carousel Magic!

LaRonde’s Gallopant in its new building.
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preserve the nineteenth century beauty and character of this valuable 
antique, while making it safe and durable for operation well into the 
twenty-first century. 

The age and state of deterioration of the machine complicated the 
restoration process. All component parts of the machine were hand-
made, so no two components of the same type matched each other. 
For example, no cornice panel (rounding board) exactly matched any 
other in size. Safety and durability demanded the manufacture of new 
parts that matched the damaged antique ones. Carousel Magic’s arti-
sans selected the best-preserved example of each component to use 
as patterns for manufacturing all new parts. All new cornice panels, 
frieze (center surround) panels, shields and other structural parts were 
made to match the old ones.  

The decorative hand-carved wooden scrolling was severely dam-
aged and in an advanced state of disintegration.  The best example of 
each decoration was used to make a mold for casting replacements. 

The massive ornate chariots are a signature of the Gallopant.

A section of bright new wood stands out 
between the aged wood. The new wood  
replaces wood that was too rotted to repair.

Carousel Magic’s head painter, Debbie Fulks, 
with one of the decorative angels.

A Carousel Magic worker removing damag-
ing metal screws and strap repairs.

A massive nail held this horse’s leg in place, 
one of the damaging repairs removed in the 
restoration process.



Carousel News & Trader, July 2007 15www.carouselnews.com

The new decorations were cast from a flexible resin com-
pound. This flexibility makes them more resistant to im-
pact breakage and to damage from machine motion and 
vibrations.  They are also lighter weight, reducing the me-
chanical stresses on the mechanism. 

Many mechanical parts were either worn out or miss-
ing entirely. Restoring the drive mechanism required the 
fabrication of  many replacement parts. The carousel was 
originally powered by a steam engine.  An electrical motor 
now replaces the steam engine, due to safety and effi-
ciency concerns. However, Carousel Magic also restored 
the original steam engine to display condition, and it will 
be displayed at LaRonde in the center of the carousel.  
The carousel retains its original center pole. 

The 24 horses were all extensively damaged. They 
all had harmful prior repairs made with nails, screws and 
metal straps that were then covered over in layers of fi-
berglass and heavily painted.  Carousel Magic’s artisans 
removed all such damaging repairs, replaced rotten or 
missing wood and stabilized decomposing wood with ep-
oxy injections. They carved new parts for those that had 

Freshly restored horses taking a last look at the  
components of the carousel they will ride when they get 
back home to LaRonde in Montreal.

Detail painting on a junction strip.

A cornice panel and several partition panels near  
completion at the Carousel Magic shop.

Detail painting on a frieze panel.

Carousel Magic painter Liz Eustace applies detail paint to 
one of the LaRonde carousel horses.
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been lost, returning to each horse its correct complement 
of four legs, two ears and one tail. An unusual feature of 
this carousel is that the horses ride on wagons that move 
the horses up and down, rather than being on a solid deck 
with jumping telescope mechanisms.

Another unusual attribute of this carousel is its four 
massive gondolas (chariots).  Each is unique in its carving 
and decorations, which include large angels and elabo-
rate human figures. The restored gondolas were painted 

in different colors, making it easier to appreciate the dis-
tinctive features of each. 

Carousel Magic also restored the large band organ fa-
çade that goes with this carousel. Unfortunately, the band 
organ itself is not operable.  Rather than playing from mu-
sic rolls, it plays from “books” that are accordion folded. 
Most of the existing books for this band organ are torn 
and worn out and it is almost impossible to get replace-
ment books for this type of band organ. 

Many cosmetic features of this carousel are there to 
add flash and glitter. The horses and gondolas were deco-

The new carousel building goes up at LaRonde.

Raising the center pole.

The Gallopant steam engine, a gondola and a lumber deliv-
ery for the LaRonde decks at Carousel Magic.

The original steam engine.
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rated with a large number of mirrors, some of which were 
broken and all of which were dulled and tarnished. Car-
ousel Magic re-silvered the existing mirrors and cut new 
ones into the curved and curling shapes on the gondolas. 
The brass decorations on this carousel are distinctive. 
Layers of old finish and tarnish had to be stripped from 
the brass, then it was repaired, polished and sealed.  The 
installation of over 1,000 new electric lights completed the 
refurbishing of the cosmetic components of the carousel, 
adding sparkle and flash to its daily operation.

A whole stable of pretty, prancing ponies ready to ride 
once again.
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La Ronde is the largest theme park in the province of 
Quebec and the second largest in Canada after Canada’s 
Wonderland, with about 2.5 million entrances in 2006.

The park encompasses 146-acres on Saint Helen’s Is-
land in Montreal on the site of the 1967 Montreal World’s 
Fair. The park hosts L’International des Faux Loto-Que-
bec, the most important international fireworks competi-
tion in the world.

La Ronde was opened in 1967 as a part of Expo 67 
and now features 39 rides, including nine roller coasters. 
Among them includes Le Monstre, a 131-foot high wood-
en double-tracked roller coaster, which currently holds 
the record for highest double-tracked roller coaster in the 
world.

In May 2006, La Ronde opened its ninth roller coaster, 
The Goliath, a 175-foot high Bolliger & Mabillard Mega 
Coaster. It reaches speeds of 68 mph, making it the tall-
est and the fastest roller coaster in Canada.

La Ronde also includes a Nintendo-sponsored video 
game center. Inside are the latest Nintendo video games 
and attractions.

The park was owned and administered by the City of 
Montreal until it was sold to Six Flags in a deal completed 
on May 4, 2001. They acquired all of the assets of the 
park and have a long-term contract to lease the land from 
the city. Before the announcement of the Six Flags pur-

chase, the city had considered offers from other bidders 
including Paramount Parks, Cedar Fair, and Parc Astérix. 
Since then Six Flags has invested millions of dollars in 
new rides and improvements, such as Vampire, Splash, 
Goliath and most recently the restoration of the carousel, 
as well as adding a new main entrance.

This year marks the 40th anniversary of LaRonde, 
which will be celebrated by a number of speicial events 
thoughout the season.  For more information on planning 
your visit to LaRonde, call (514) 397-2000 or visit them at 
www.LaRonde.com.

The Gallopant at La Ronde in the 70s was beautiful on its 
own, but it will certainly benefit from the protection of its 
new building.

The carousel was built in 1885 in Bressoux, a small town near Liège. The first owners of the carousel were Léon Bolland 
and his sons Richard and Raymond. In 1932, Le Galopant was bought and renovated by Jacques and Mélanie Bairolle, 
known worldwide for their involvement with carousels.  For more history on Le Galopant, see CNT February 2007.
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Carousel News & Trader Acquires Tobin Fraley Archives

The Carousel News & Trader is happy to announce the acquisition of the Tobin Fraley 
Archives. This is part of our continuing effort to promote the history of carousels. We 

now have hundreds of original photos of carousels from the turn of the century. Nearly 
every major classic carousel ever made. Many of the pictures are factory photos.

Soon, all of these photos will become accessible to the public through our web site 
in order to allow everyone to enjoy and research these historic carousels. It will be 
an interactive web site that not only will allow you to view and research but to add 
pictures and comments of your own. Everyone can to help clarify the history of the 

carousels. Answers as to origins and locations may follow or sometimes not. But, as 
time passes and less and less informed people are around to help, the more carousel 

history will be lost. Too much has been lost already.

The turn-of-the-century Looff photo above is just an example of one of the many lost 
but not forgotten carousels we will be trying to identify and place in history. Many 

more will follow. The history of carousels has been hidden in boxes and filing cabinets 
long enough. It’s time to make it public information and The Carousel News & Trader 

is committed to making all of its archives public.

If you have a carousel archive you wish to share or to sell please contact us:

The Carousel News & Trader
11001 Peoria St., Sun Valley, CA 91352

(818) 332-7944, ext. 6 or email to info@carouselnews.com
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Buying disc and cylinder music boxes, musical 
clocks and watches, band organs, coin pianos, 
cylinder phonographs with horns, automata.  
Also smaller pieces like Rolmonica, Play-A-Sax, 
paper and cob driven organettes. Anything in 
mechanical musical instruments.

MECHANICAL MUSIC WANTED

MECHANTIQUES
Martin Roenigk

The Crescent Hotel
75 Prospect Ave., Eureka Springs, AR 72632

Phone: (800) 671-6333
email: mroenigk@aol.com

For Sale 

90% restored, just needs 
saddle area finished and 
possibly mane.

Restored by the late Nancy Loucks.

Asking $750, plus shipping costs.

Call Walter at: 772-584-1690  (FL)

Antique 
Rocking 
Horse

 

NCA member, Dee Lynch (center) displays the quilt she 
made using past NCA convention t-shirts.

Restoration
Running Horse Studio

Lourinda Bray 
626-793-1303

Restoration
Running Horse Studio
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Numerous Special Events Planned Including a Visit from the Moscow Circus

100 Years and “Millions of Memories” 
For Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk

By Brigid Fuller
Publicist, Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk

The Beach Boardwalk in the early days.

Photos courtesy of Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk archives

The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk and adjoining Co-
coanut Grove Casino mark “100 Years and Millions 
of Memories” in 2007 with a year-long centennial 

celebration. In addition to free summer beach concerts, 
fireworks and special events, a book and a documentary 
DVD have also been released.  The Boardwalk’s archi-
vist is uncovering amazing photographs and artifacts from 
100 years of colorful history, many of which have never 
been seen outside of the company.

Located on picturesque Monterey Bay, the Santa Cruz 
Beach Boardwalk is to California what Coney Island is to 
New York.  The Boardwalk has a distinctive place in Cali-
fornia history, showing incredible endurance as a tourist 
destination.  With annual attendance reaching 3,000,000 
visitors, the Boardwalk is the most popular theme park in 
Northern California and recognized by many as the best 
seaside amusement park in the country.  The Boardwalk 

The 96-year-old Looff carousel offers views of the Pacific ocean.

has clearly managed to survive the test of time, retaining 
its old-fashioned charm while keeping pace with the latest 
amusement park trends.      
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The entire Boardwalk and adjoining Cocoanut Grove 
property is designated as a California Historic Landmark. 
The Beach Boardwalk is also home to two National His-
torical Monuments: the 1911 Looff Carousel and the 
1924 Giant Dipper wooden roller coaster.      

The Giant Dipper, a classic scream-inducing wood-
en coaster, has had more than 50 million riders.  
It has been described by the National Park Ser-
vice as “the only wooden roller coaster on the 
west coast that remains the centerpiece of an 
active amusement park.”

The Looff Carousel is one of the few re-
maining carousels carved by master crafts-
man Charles I.D. Looff, with hand carved 
horses, a ring machine, and the original band 
organ.

The admission-free Beach Boardwalk includes 35 
rides, multiple game arcades, miniature golf, laser tag, a 
bowling alley, special event facilities, plenty of shopping, 
and numerous restaurants.  

Free summer band concerts every Friday night bring 
nostalgia bands from the ‘70s and ‘80s to the Boardwalk’s 
beach bandstand. The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk de-
livers everything an amusement park should, all with an 
incredible beachfront location.

Centennial Celebration
There are a number of special events planned to 

help celebrate the 100th summer of the Santa Cruz 
Beach Boardwalk.  

In addition to the events, the new book, The 
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk: A Century by 
the Sea, is now in bookstores.  There is also 
the new DVD available.

Through September 2, The Santa Cruz 
Museum of Art & History will host special 
Boardwalk exhibits and events, visit them at 

www.santacruzmah.org for more information.
The Santa Cruz County Bank will host “Down By the 

Sea,” an exhibit of new works by local artists that capture 
the beauty of the Boardwalk, plus a display of children’s 
artwork, and a collection of historical photos in all three of 
its banking offices through the end of August.

Photos by Emily Bush
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The acrobats, gymnasts, aerialists and clowns of The 
Moscow Circus will perform two free performances a day, 
Sundays through Thursdays at the Beach Bandstand 
from July 8 through Aug. 16.

One of the most popular movies ever filmed at the 
Boardwalk, “Lost Boys,” will be screened outdoors at the 
Beach Bandstand on July 25.

And, if you can’t get to the Beach Boardwalk this year, 
or if you can but find your visit is just too short, then stop 
by www.beachboardwalk.com/memories.  Here, in addi-
tion to the Boardwalk’s own extensive archives, you will 
find many interesting stories and photographs that have 
been submitted by employees and friends of the Board-
walk.  You can also post your own photos and memories 
to share with all.

The 1911 Looff Carousel
Whether you call it a merry-go-round, carousel, or 

whirligig, visitors have always been enchanted with the 
Boardwalk’s oldest ride.

In 2007, the Boardwalk’s Looff carousel celebrates its 
96th anniversary at the historic amusement park, charm-
ing children of all ages with its magical horses and chal-

lenging ring arm.
In August of 1911 one of the great carousel carvers of 

all time delivered the merry-go-round to the Boardwalk. 
Danish woodcarver Charles I.D. Looff had achieved suc-
cess with his first complete carousel placed at Coney Is-
land in 1875 and went on to create several more around 
the country, including Santa Cruz. Charles’ son Arthur 
Looff later designed the Boardwalk’s Giant Dipper.

According to his great-granddaughter, Charleen Cow-
an, Charles I.D. Looff was an immigrant to America as a 
young man when he chose his middle initials. Ellis Island 
officials told Looff he had to have a middle name “for his 
I.D.” (or identification), so he chose “I.D.” Looff’s sense of 
humor and personality also show up in his hand-carved 
horses.

Several of the Boardwalk’s carousel horses display 
their teeth in open smiles, others are more serious, with 
a gentle demeanor and closed mouths. Each horse has 
unique, colorful details, from swords at their sides to gar-
lands of flowers around their necks. Real horse hair tails, 
muscular bodies, and decorative, jeweled trappings also 
add to the charm. In all, the carousel is home to 73 horses 
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1911 Looff Carousel
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, Santa Cruz, CA

circa 1968 
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(71 jumpers and two standers) and two Roman chariots 
decorated with the heads of rams and cherubs.

It is also one of only a handful of carousels in the world 
still featuring a working ring dispenser. Rings were once 
hand loaded by “ring boys,” as the young employees were 
called. The process was mechanized in 1950. Steel rings 
are used today, with brass plated rings added on special 
occasions. Riders on outside horses can grab rings from a 
dispenser as they spin, then toss them into a large clown’s 
gaping mouth, rewarded by bells and flashing lights.

The German-made Ruth und Sohn band organ, built 
in 1894, is one of the last of its kind. When it was reno-
vated in 1979 many of the parts had to be handmade, a 
process which took months. The antique band organ un-
derwent another major refurbishment in 1993 at a cost of 
over $25,000. In 2001 the Boardwalk added a computer-
controlled kiosk that plays music synchronized with the 
original organ.

With the passing of Looff and his peers, the art of 
carving carousel horses has almost disappeared. Due to 

scarcity, they have become collectible and increasingly 
valuable. The Boardwalk’s entire carousel cost $18,000 in 
1911; now, a pair of the Looff horses are valued at more 
than that.

Carousel horses seem magical, ethereal, and even im-
mortal; the reality is that these beautiful carved figures 
are sturdy but all too mortal. Over the years some of the 
Boardwalk’s Looff horses have been lost to the ravages 
of time and wear. However, the Boardwalk was able to 
reinstate its collection in 1978 with the acquisition of ad-
ditional Looff horses from parks in Myrtle Beach, SC, and 
Belmont Park in San Diego, CA.  To preserve their beauty 
and enhance their value, the Boardwalk has restored 
many of the steeds and continues to do so.

The hard-working antique carousel has been seen in 
a variety of feature films, commercials, and made-for-
television movies. Film credits include “The Lost Boys” 
and “The King of Love” (1987), “Brotherhood of Justice” 
(1986), and “Sudden Impact” (1983).

Photos by Emily Bush
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Photos by Emily Bush

Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk History
The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, founded in 1907, is 

operated by the family-owned Santa Cruz Seaside Com-
pany.  It is California’s oldest surviving amusement park 
and one of two seaside parks on the west coast of the 
United States (the other is the Santa Monica Pier). The 
west coast once hosted many more beach parks, includ-
ing The Pike in Long Beach and Playland at San Francis-
co’s Ocean Beach. Both have long since closed, but the 
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk survives as a reminder of a 
bygone era in amusement.

The Boardwalk extends along the coast of the Monterey 
Bay, from just east of the Santa Cruz Municipal Wharf to 
the mouth of the San Lorenzo River.  At the western edge 
of the park is the Casino, which contains a video arcade, 
an indoor miniature golf course, a laser tag arena and 
the Cocoanut Grove banquet room and conference cen-
ter. “Laffing Sal,” from Playland-at-the-Beach, entertains 
passers-by near the miniature golf course. (The Casino 
does not offer gambling.)

East of the Casino, the “boardwalk” portion of the park 
stretches along a wide, sandy beach that visitors can eas-
ily access from the park. The eastern end of the board-
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walk is dominated by the Giant Dipper roller coaster, one 
of the best-known wooden coasters in the world and one 
of the most visible landmarks in Santa Cruz. The Dipper 
and the Looff Carousel, which still contains its original 
342-pipe band organ built in 1894, are both on the United 
States National Register of Historic Places as mentioned 
before, with the park itself is a California State Historic 
Landmark.

In many ways, the Boardwalk has changed little from 
its turn-of-the-century origins. Old-fashioned carnival 
games and snack booths can be found throughout the 
park. The atmosphere can be said to invoke that of East 
Coast seaside parks, such as Coney Island in Brooklyn, 
NY, and the many parks on the Jersey Shore.

The Boardwalk was founded by Santa Cruz business-
man Fred Swanton, who aimed to create a “Coney Is-
land” for the west coast. Swanton began his project in 
1904 with the original Casino. Twenty-two months after 
it opened, the building was gutted by a devastating fire 

that started in the kitchen. Rebuilding began just a few 
months later; the original Boardwalk, a pier and a new 
Casino opened in 1907.

In 1911, woodcarver and amusement park pioneer 
Charles Looff created the Looff Carousel. His son, Arthur, 
suggested that the park owners replace the park’s first 
“thrill ride,” the aging L.A. Thompson Scenic Railway, with 
a “modern” wooden coaster—the Giant Dipper, which was 
designed by the younger Looff and opened in 1924.

Business slowed down during the Great Depression 
and World War II, but the Casino’s Cocoanut Grove Ball-
room was at its peak, attracting popular big band leaders 
like Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw and Lawrence Welk.

Beginning in the 1950s and 1960s, the amusement in-
dustry went through many important changes. Interstate 
highways and affordable airline travel gave people great-
er options for where to spend their vacation time. Dis-
neyland and the Six Flags parks drew visitors away from 
many older local parks, including The Pike and Playland-
at-the-Beach. The Boardwalk, however, survived—and 
thrived—by introducing many new attractions and under-
going an extensive renovation in the early 1980s.

On June 25, 2006 the new ride WipeOut opened, fea-
turing music written by the park’s very own Audio Special-
ist, Donaven Staab. This spring, the Boardwalk installed 
a rare Wurlitzer 165 band organ to use along with the 
original Adolf Ruth & Sohn organ already in place. 

The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, “the most popular 
seaside amusement park on the west coast,” is located at 
400 Beach Street in Santa Cruz, CA.  

For further information or to plan a trip to Santa Cruz, 
visit www.beachboardwalk.com or call (831) 423-5590.

Reaching for the brass ring. Photo by Emily Bush

The star attractions at the boardwalk in the 21st century 
remain the same as they did in the 19th century, the Looff 
carousel and the 1925 Looff roller coaster shown here.

Touching up the carousel horses keeps painter Jimmy Raun-
Byberg busy at the boardwalk.
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Host to 1925 Spillman Carousel and 1920s C. W. Parker Ferris Wheel

A Century of Good Old Fashioned 
Fun at Tuscora Park in Ohio

What can 75 cents get you these days?  75 cents?  
A can of pop or a candy bar if you are lucky.  
Some chewing gum maybe? 

Take a visit to Tuscarawas (pro-
nounced: tuhss cuh rrar wuhss) County 
just northeast of Columbus, OH, and you 
may find the best 75 cent investment you 
ever made.  Nestled away in a 37-acre 
city park in northwest New Philadelphia 
is a wonderful little treasure known for a 
century now as Tuscora Park.  

The park was opened on June 1, 1907, 
by the Reeves family of Dover, Ohio, who wanted to cre-
ate a Coney Island-type of park in Ohio.  One of the 

park’s first attractions at the park was a swimming pool 
which opened on Independence Day in 1907. Many area 
residents came to enjoy the refreshing waters of the pool 
and the picturesque setting surrounding the picnic park. 

The park continued to operate under 
Jeremiah Reeves and family until 1915 
when the city of New Philadelphia pur-
chased the entire place. It has remained a 
municipal facility ever since then. Though 
the city bought the park in 1915, the ac-
tual deed to the park was not turned over 
until 1923. The popularity of the park 
grew so much that Northern Ohio Traction 
Co. constructed a switch which allowed 

streetcars to make a run to the park’s entrance from the 
main boulevard in town. This is unlike other trolley parks 

By Derek Wise
Reprinted Courtesy of Tuscora Park

The 1925 portable Hershcell Spillman landed at Tuscora Park in 1941. Photos by Frank Brodnick
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which were built at the end of trolley lines to increase trol-
ley usage on weekends. The trolley actually sought to add 
this park to its line. Because they did, access to the park 
was made a little easier. Thousands of people visited the 
park in the summer. The park was now earmarked the 
Coney Island Park of eastern Ohio. 

Management tried to keep guests happily entertained 
every summer.  As the era of ballroom dancing came into 
the limelight, the park built a large dance hall which pro-
vided much local entertainment for Ohioans. This dance 
hall was popular during the Great Depression. And like 
many parks of this day, the park probably survived the 
Depression because of the popularity of the dance hall. A 
story has been told that a young gentleman came by the 
park office to see if he could book his band for a perfor-
mance. Unfortunately the dance hall was booked up for 
the next several weeks and he and his band did not have 
a chance to perform. He left behind a card with “L. Welk” 
on it. It is believed that this was Lawrence Welk who went 
on to television and big band fame years later. 

As ballroom dancing faded into history, the park con-
verted this building into a roller skating rink on the upper 
floor and an arcade on the lower floor. During the summer 
months, the lower area was also used as a picnic area. 

The skating rink was a big attraction for the youth of the 
area as they could use it to skate year round. A small zoo 
was added, with squirrels, bears, peacocks, monkeys, 
and parrots housed in cages next to the roller rink. 

Sadly, on January 11,1961, the building caught fire 
and burned to the ground. A skating party had been held 
at the rink the evening before until 9:00 p.m., and Wayne 
Kiser, the man who leased the arcade and rink, left the 
building around 10:30. Two hours later the fire was blaz-
ing through the roof. By the time fire fighters reached the 
building, it was too late to save it. This was a big tragedy 
for the park.  They not only lost the roller rink and arcade, 
but also lost many of the items stored inside the building 
including the park benches, picnic tables, kiddie auto ride 
and plane ride parts, and the Ferris wheel cages.

The building also contained men’s and women’s 
changing rooms for the pool, a paint shop, and the work 
room for park repair and routine maintenance. Most of the 
zoo animals were killed in the fire as well. Damage was 
estimated at over $100,000 and insurance only covered 
a portion of the loss. The rink and arcade were never re-
built. The zoo faded into history as well as surviving ani-
mals died off, and no new ones were brought in to replace 

Photos by Patrick Wenzel

A dragon chariot with the Wurlitzer 153 in the background.
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them. However, new changing rooms were rebuilt on the 
same site for the pool patrons.
The Carousel and Ferris Wheel 

One of the first rides at the park was the Herschell Spill-
man carousel, which was built in 1925. The portable car-
ousel become a permanent part of the park in 1941. The 
records of its whereabouts prior to 1941 were lost in the 
fire. This carousel is a beautifully crafted piece of artwork 
with 36 hand-carved wooden jumpers and two chariots. 
There are 14 original oil paintings as well as 350 lights. 
A Wurlitzer 153 band organ provides music as patrons 
ride along the 40-foot diameter platform. In 1988, Jerry 
and Donna Schwab built a building to house the carousel 
in memory of their ten-year-old son who died. Their son, 
Douglas, always enjoyed the park and spent time playing 

there. A small brick wall with a plaque stands near the 
entrance as a memorial for the young boy. The carousel 
also had the benefit of a full restoration around this time 
thanks to the tireless efforts of the late Jerry Betts. For 
those of you who have the book “Grab the Brass Ring” by 
Anee Hinds, you can see the Tuscora Park carousel on 
the front cover sleeve.

Other kiddie rides at the park include an airplane ride; 
a Herschell rocket ship ride which came from Tilton’s 
Amusements, a company in West Virginia just across 
the Ohio River from Marietta; and a car ride. The original 
car ride had pedals on it, in which riders moved the car 
around the track. There was a horse also out in front of 
the car. Though this ride has been replaced by another 
one, a piece of this homemade ride lives on at the local 
Dairy Queen. The airplane ride was also homemade. The 

Long-time carousel operator, Dave Miller (left) celebrates 
his 40th year at the park in 2007.  He was actually married 
on the merry-go-round 20 years ago.  He is shown here 
with long-time Tuscora park fan, Patrick Wentzel.

A carousel operator works the manual clutch.  
Photo by Frank Brodnick

Pat Wentzel takes his youngest grandson, Aaron, on his first 
carousel ride at Tuscora Park.
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current planes on it were made by one of the locals who 
put his talent to work to help entertain young children. 

The Ferris wheel is an unusual one. It is one of only 
10 made by the C. W. Parker company of Leavenworth, 
KS. The wheel came to Tuscora literally by accident. The 
carrier of the ride was involved in a locomotive accident 
as it traveled through town. The damage was extensive 
enough that the carrier could not be moved. The company 
just left the wheel there. It became a part of the park and 

has been there ever since. The hydraulics and framework 
were overhauled in 1984. The only other Parker Ferris 
wheel left is at Crossroads Village in Flint, MI. The swing 
ride was added in the late 1980s. It came from Xenia, 
Ohio. A Lions Club housed this ride and another kiddie 
ride. One of the club members contacted the local Rotary 
Club and offered to sell both to the park. Several members 
made the trip to Xenia, purchased the rides, and added 
these to the growing park. 

The train ride was purchased for $3,000 from a closing 
park in Illinois in 1984. Several Rotarians loaded up the 
ride on a semi and delivered it to the part. (It would ap-
pear that the train may have come from Dispensa Kiddie 
Kingdom, which closed in 1984, as it was the only park in 
Illinois to close that year). 

The latest addition to the park is the Mini Coaster, 
which is a kiddie coaster designed by Bradley and Kay. It 
is the Little Dipper design, the same as the one at Mem-
phis Kiddie Park. Both parks allow adults to ride. The track 
is oval and it has one train with three cars on it, seating up 
to four people, two per row. The coaster has been at the 
park since 1990 when it was purchased from the defunct 
Vollmar’s Park outside of Toledo. The Rotary paid $3,000 
for the coaster and again hauled it to the park in a semi.

If it seems I am mentioning the local Rotary often, it 
is because they have had a big impact on keeping the 
park open. Tuscora has struggled over the past several 
years, especially with paying the high insurance rates for 

Photos on this page by the late Jerry Betts, taken in the late 
‘80s after the completion of the restoration that he worked 
so hard  to see to its fruition.
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running the rides. Several years ago, the ride part of the 
park almost closed because there was not enough money 
to pay the premiums. This is when the Rotary stepped in 
and formed a nonprofit group called RTY. By doing this, 
insurance could be purchased at more reasonable rates. 
Any money made through this is pumped directly back 
into the park. The Rotary runs all the rides and conces-
sions. The shelter houses are still run by the city. The 
Rotarians’ work to save the park just goes to show what 
mighty things can be accomplished by a few individuals 
with love and commitment. 

In addition to the rides, the park offers an Olympic-
sized swimming pool and a second pool with diving 
boards (built around 1984). It also has tennis, basketball 
and volleyball courts, two baseball diamonds, several bat-
ting cages, and an 18 hole miniature golf course. Picnic 
tables surround the park on the shaded hillside. Park ad-
mission is free.  A hillside amphitheater is also a part of 
the park where local talent perform on Saturday evenings 
(also free). There is a fireworks celebration on the Fourth 
of July each year which I’m sure will be impressive this 
year on the park’s centennial celebration. 

If you have never been to Tuscora, what better time to 
visit than this year to help celebrate its 100th season. 

Tuscora Park is open Memorial Day through Labor 
Day, seven days a week and some weekends in the fall.  
It is located at 161 Tuscora Ave., NW, New Philadelphia, 
OH 44663.  For park hours, special events and more in-
formation on your visit, call (330) 343-4644 or visit them 
at www.tuscora.park.net. 

A Look Back At

Jerry Betts and Tuscora Carousel

Jerry Betts with Mary Lynn Schwab, whose family  
donated a large sum of money for the carousel pavilion in 
memory of Douglas Lee Schwab (CNT photo 1989).    
A longtime NCA member and officer, Betts was also an 
associate editor for the Carousel News & Trader.  He 
worked with Tuscora for 15 years to get the carousel the 
restoration it deserved.  Sadly, Jerry passed away in 1990.

By Leah Farnsworth
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

A celebration of Tuscora Park would not be com-
plete without remembering Jerry Betts who worked 
so hard to get the money, volunteers, and politicians 
all together to finish the job of properly restoring the 
historic carousel.

Jerry had an incredible memory.  He lived in the 
Chicago-area as a young man where he ran several 
kiddie park carousels in the northwest suburbs.  

Years ago I called him when a small carnival set 
up about one mile from our home.  The carnival had 
an Allan Herschell carousel in original paint and other 
rides that it bought from a kiddie park near Chicago.  
After learning more details, Jerry said it was the Kid-
dieland Park Carousel, one of the ones that he used 
to run.  That was the park where my mom and dad 
would take me for ice cream and a carousel ride on 
hot summer nights when I was young.

With this information, I was excited to go and see 
my childhood carousel again.  I had a young neighbor 
who was living with a life-threatening illness and that 
evening I took her for her first carousel ride.  She was 
thrilled to ride the carousel and to know that it was the 
same carousel I rode when I was young.

In addition to his extensive knowledge, Jerry will 
always be remembered for his sense of humor and 
generosity.  Shortly after Jerry’s sudden passing, his 
wife had his beautiful band organ delivered to the 
Merry-Go-Round Museum in Sandusky, OH, where it 
remains today for all to see and hear.

Jerry, thanks for the memories.
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55 Foot, 4-Row Dentzel-style Carousel with 57 Animals

FOR SALE
Up and operating until Dec. 2006. 

Currently stored in 
Sea Containers ready to ship 

anywhere in the U.S. or World.
An excellent centerpiece for any 

City or Amusement Park.
Call or write for details.
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The Rare Carousel Figures Were on Display in Wisconsin April-June

A Peek at the Perron Carousel Exhibit at 
the Leigh Yawkey Art Museum in Wausau

By Leah Farnsworth
Special to The Carousel News & Trader

A 1912 armored Stein & Goldstein in the entry way to the gallery space that held the restoration display and chariots from 
many different carvers.

Part of the restoration display, a Herschell Spillman horse 
expanded to show its components.

Peter and Leah Farnsworth with 
a 1907 Dentzel tiger.

The Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum in Wausau, 
WI, hosted an exhibit of Duane and Carol Perron’s carou-
sel animals from their International Museum of Carousel 
Art in Hood River, OR.  I hope that many carousel lovers 
were able to enjoy this 
exhibit which was on 
display between April 
7 and June 10.

We made the 
four-hour drive north 
and met with Marcia 
Theel, the museum’s 
associate director for 
an interesting and 
educational afternoon.  
The beautiful displays 
were housed in the 
museum’s two-story 

Photos by Peter and Leah Farnsworth
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FOR SALE
Mechanism only.  (NO HORSES) 

36 ft., 3 row, stored in semi-trailer.  
In storage 16 years. 

Last operated in Pennsylvania in 1990. 

Call for more information

(626) 639-0313

1903 C.W. PARKER CAROUSEL

gallery which is used for special exhibits like this.  Each 
animal and chariot had a plaque telling the year carved, 
country of origin and other information.  There were some 
rare and seldom seen animals, including dragons and a 
turkey from England.

In addition to the gallery and artwork in the original part 
of the home, there is a sculpture gallery and a formal Eng-
lish garden on the four-acre estate in the residential area.  
The museum is closed Mondays and admission is free.

Although photography is not allowed in the museum, 
we were allowed to share a few photos of part of the ex-
hibit with the readers of The Carousel News & Trader.

1914 Illions, Coney Island-style; 1907 PTC, Philadelphia-
style; 1907 C. W. Parker, country-style.

Leah Farnsworth (left) and Marcia Theel, associate director 
of the museum, pose with an 1877 J. H. Muller lion.

1914 white Carmel, 1905 D. C. Muller, 1902 Muller carved 
for Dentzel.
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For Sale
1906 Parker carousel

36 Carousel Horses.
Some are especially nice carvings and style.

2 beautiful hand-carved chariots.
Carousel needs restoration.  Has been in dry storage for 40 
years.  Carousel was last operated in Charlotte, NC 50 years 

ago.  Carousel currently in North Carolina.
Price: $150,000

Bob Kissel, Salesman
8253 E. Lee Road, Madison, IN 47250

Phone: 812-839-3255

Two Complete Carousels To Be Sold at Saugerties, NY, Auction July 25

Norton to Auction Beachview Carousel Center

Norton Auctioneers of Michigan will handle the sale 
of Beachview Carousel Center in Saugerties, NY, on 
Wednesday, July 25.  Every item will sell to the highest 
bidder with no minimum price and no reserve.

Without a doubt, the star attraction of the auction will 
be the 1930s classic Allan Herschell carousel.  The car-
ousel is listed on the NCA census of historic wooden car-
ousels and hosts 20 jumpers (10 wood and 10 1/2 and 
1/2) and one chariot.  The ride was restored in 1998 with 
limited indoor use since.  It will be sold all together.

There is also a three-row Allan Herschell carousel with 

aluminum Horses.  This machine is stored in a trailer and 
needs restoration.  It will also be sold as a unit only.

Other carousel items up for auction include a Man-
gels Kiddie Carousel, and a 1915 Allan Herschell jumper.  
There are also a number of antique arcade games and 
player pianos, circus and amusement park collectibles 
and vintage vending machines.

For more information on this and other upcoming auc-
tions, contact Norton Auctioneers of Michigan, Inc. at 517-
279-9063 or visit www.nortonauctioneers.com.

Top Quality 
Carousel Horse Hair Tails

We are continuing the service of
supplying the same high quality tails that 
June Reely offered through her business, 

Flying Tails.

We have all colors and sizes available
and in any quanity.

Also restoration services available. 

Contact: Lourinda Bray
Running Horse Studio
1660 La Vista Place
pasadena, CA 91103

(626) 793-1303

Historic 1930s Allan Herschell carousel.
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AUCTIONS
 

July 25, 2007, 10:30 AM
Saugerties, NY.  Beachview Cen-
ter, Antique Fun Center.  Two 
antique Allen Herschel carousels; 
one restored, one with racked 
trailer; carnival & amusement park 
collectibles, two player pianos, 
antique arcade machines, pipe 
organ parts, old soda fountain, etc. 
Call 517-279-9063 or email us at  
nortonsold@cbpu.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS
 

July 19-22, 2007
Cleveland, OH.  “The Euclid Beach 
Park Carrousel – Coming Full Cir-
cle” at the Arts Collinwood Gallery 
and Cafe Marika. Opens Thursday 
at 7:00 p.m. and runs through Sun-
day. New exhibit will focus on the 
story of the Euclid Beach Carrousel 
with Carrousel horses, photos and 
historical objects from Euclid Beach 
Park that have never been exhib-
ited before.  For more information 
visit www.euclidbeach.com.

July 25, 2007
Santa Cruz, CA.  “Lost Boys.”  
An outdoor movie on the Beach 
Bandstand featuring one of the 
most popular movies ever filmed 
at the Boardwalk and carousel. 
8:30 p.m. on the Bandstand.  For 
more information on this and other 
special centennial events including 
The Moscow Circus, visit www.
beachboardwalk.com.

September 12-16, 2007 
NCA 2007 Convention. Washington 
and Oregon States. We’ll be travel-
ing to see 7 carousels, one carousel 
museum & Mt St Helens. Contact 
Linda or Tom Allen at alleniana@
comcast.net or 206-860-6167

SEND US YOUR 
CAROUSEL EVENTS!

Fax to 818-332-7944; or email to 
roland@carouselnews.com.

Carousel 
Calendar

Quite often the questions 
come up: “What resourses do you 
use to find out about the horses?” 
and “Why pay someone when 
you can do it yourself?”  You can 
do it yourself if you want to spend 
the time and the money to develop 
a full library. Yes, the Internet is a 
great resource, but not complete, 
nor easy to access without a lot of 
time and research. So here is a list-
ing of many carousel resources you 
can find in print (or out-of-print* in 
many cases). 

The Carousel News & Trader 
1986-2007 (over 250 issues)
Carousel Art by Marge Swenson 
1980s* (68 issues)
Painted Ponies  by Bill Manns
Fairground Art by Weedon and Ward*   
Carousel Animals by Tobin Fraley
History of the Carousel by Fred Fried*
Restoring the Glen Echo Park Carousel
Carousels by Tobin Fraley
Manges D’Autrefois by Gourarier*
Carousels in Motion by Bartash 
Carousel Art by Chronicle Books   
American Antiques (carousel Edition)*
Art of the Carousel by Charlotte Dinger
The Carousel Keepers: An Oral History of 
American Carousels
by Carrie Papa
An Intimate Portrait of the Carousel Horse 
by John Cork*
The Great American Amusement Parks 
by Kyriazi*
The Great American Carousel by Fraley* 

The Source of Course, Continues...

Building a Research Library

Carousel Horses by Anderson*
Fairground Architecture by 
Braithewaith*
Grab the Brass Ring by Hinds*
Carousel Magic by Hoppes
Pictorial History of the American 
Carnival by McKennon*
American Folk Sculpture by Bishop*
Roundabout Relics by John Barker
Vintage Funfairs by Brian Steptoe                      

This is just a few of the more 
popular carousel books available.  
Past years’ carousel calendars 
and old auction catalogues can 
also be good resources.

A number of these can be found 
at www.carouselstore.com.

By Marsha Schloesser
The Carousel Workshop



Carousel News & Trader, July 2007 39www.carouselnews.com

Show off your carousel figure with a beautiful cast iron or wood 
base, (complete sets with brass poles), and replacement parts, 

eyes, stirrups, reins, jewels, and more...

Also see or Large selection of Antique and Reproduction 
Carousel and Rocking Horses...

Custom bases, painting and restoration work our specialty.

Great Carousel Figures, 
Restorations and Stands
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CAROUSEL ODYSSEY 
By Nona Hengen

Book Review By Dee Lynch, NCA Member
Having grown up at Bertrand Island Amusement Park, 

Lake Hopatcong, NJ, and having spent many summers 
working at my parent’s Illions Supreme Carousel, need-
less to say, my DNA is all carousel.  Imagine my delight 
when I had the opportunity to read this lovely book by 
Nona Hengen.  It took me to a secret place where I spent 
many wonderful hours as a child.

Besides both being schoolteachers, Nona and I share 
something else in common.  No, I am not a talented illus-
trator, as is Nona.  We share vivid imaginations wonder-
ing  where the carousel horses were before we learned to 
know them and where they go after they leave us.

My parent’s carousel was broken up and sold at auc-
tion and is now being re-assembled by George Schott in 
Lewiston, Maine.  In my childhood imagination, especially 
after reading this book, I can only wonder at the excite-
ment of the horses being re-united.  (You have to be a 
“carousel nut” to think this way, but come and join the fun.  
It’s painless and a lot nicer to think about than some of the 
world’s problems.)

I am also helping with the return of the Rocky Springs 
Carousel to Lancaster, PA.  This book, speaking through 
the eyes of carousel animals, is so alive that it made me 
want to sneak into our warehouse and see if the Dentzel 

animals are comfortable or need anything.
The real joy of the book is that you do not have to 

believe every word, just sit back, relax and let your child-
hood imagination take over.

It’s a wonderful ride.  Thank you, Nona.
For information on purchasing this or any of Nona’s 

other books, visit www.palousepress.com.

   BOOK REVIEWS: 

Two of the 44 illustrations by Nona Hengen.
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Carousel News & Trader 
Through The Years

20 years ago 15 years ago

1o years ago 5 years ago

IN THIS ISSUE: Nancy Loucks Memorial Issue 
Euro Disney’s Carrousel • Mid-West Carousel Expo 

in OH• Fort Wayne Zoo weclomes 1937 Parker

IN THIS ISSUE: NCA Tech Conference in Washing-
ton State visits Riverfront Looff and others • Fraley’s 

Carousel Animals • Woodbine Center in Toronto

IN THIS ISSUE: 1987 ACS Convention, Lake Erie
Crow Canyon Park Museum Auction • Tony Orlando 

ACS mini-convention at Riverside Park

To purchase these and other collectable back issues of CN&T see our ad in this issue or visit www.CarouselNews.com

IN THIS ISSUE: Fariground Art Auction in England 
PTC #85 • Norton Auction for Conklin Shows Jant-

zen Beach C. W. Parker Hosts NCA Tech Conference
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Boston, MA – The 2nd annual antique show at Elm 
Bank Estate will take place Saturday and Sunday, July 28 
and 29, 2007 on the grounds of the Massachusetts Hor-
ticultural Society headquarters in Wellesley. Antiques will 
be displayed in outdoor tents surrounded by lush gardens 
with a select number of items to be showcased inside the 
Elm Bank mansion, the Cheney Estate.  Dealers also will 
occupy the air-conditioned Hunnewell Building, a convert-
ed carriage house.  This distinctive indoor/outdoor show 
allows guests to explore the vast collection both outdoors 
and inside a historic 18th century mansion.

Over 150 dealers will be on-hand and will feature 
hundreds of items.  Antiquities from the 18th to the early 
20th century will be available, including Federalist and 
Victorian furniture, European and Asian ceramics, china, 
sterling silver, art, estate jewelry, antique toys including 
miniature carousels and much more. 

Dealers exhibiting at Elm Bank Estate come from all 
over the northeast and beyond, and are selected for the 
quality of their items.  Additional antiques available at 
the show include Native American art and baskets, 19th 
and 20th century oil paintings, Victorian majolica, sewing 
items, quilts and linens, British enamelware, antique walk-
ing sticks, historic flasks, American Coin silver, antique 
lighting, European porcelain and Bohemian glass, silver 
heirlooms, Japanese art, period frames and mirrors, New 
England country and formal furniture, antique cupboards, 
brass bells, clocks, and 18th and 19th century vanity and 
desk accessories and other unique home furnishings.

Admission to Antiques at Elm Bank Estate is $10 per 
person.  Hours are Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
and Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Elm Bank Reserva-
tion  is located on Route 16, just west of Wellesley Col-
lege. 

For more information call (781) 862-4039 or visit www.
NEAntiqueShows.com. Free parking is available.

Antiques at Elm Bank Estate is managed by Marvin 
Getman of New England Antiques Shows.

2nd Annual Antique Show at 
Elm Bank Estate, July 28-29

Waiting for Jane outside of the carousel building in 
DUMBO are NCA members Vickie Stauffer, Jeff Stebbins 
and Jean Bennett.

NCA Members Visit PTC #61 
Jane’s Carousel in Brooklyn

Vickie Stauffer, Jane Walentas and John Caruso.

Jane’s Carousel is now open (for viewing only) Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, from noon to 6:00 p.m. 

 The carousel is located at 56 Water St. in the revital-
ized Dumbo section of Brooklyn, NY.
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Do you enjoy
Carousel Organ,

Calliope or Street
Organ Music?

If “Yes”, join the

COAA
(Carousel Organ Association of America)

* Four to five organ rallies a year
* Four issues of the Carousel Organ (a 44-page

journal filled with technical and historical articles
as well as advertisements) a year plus the Special
Rally Edition (photo reports of rallies).

* All for $30.00 (US);  $35.00 (Can.); $40 (overseas)
* Membership:  Marge Waters, COAA Treasurer

7552 Beach Road
Wadsworth, OH 44281
Wawaters2@aol.com

www.COAA.us

2007 COAA Rallies
Quassy Amusement Park

Middlebury, Connecticut
June 30 - July 1, 2007

Contact Ron Gustafson at 203-758-2913

Riverside Park
Muscatine, Iowa
July 27-29, 2007

Contact Ron Bopp at 918-786-4988

St. Joseph, Michigan
August 24-26, 2007

Contact Ken Kasbaski at 269-926-1053

For more information, visit www.COAA.us

JUNE ISSUES...

This photo of 
PTC #47 was 

submitted 
by Barbara 

Williams, but 
photo credit 
should have 

been properly 
given to Bob 

Guenthner.

PTC #47

Knott’s Berry Farm Dentzel(s)
  This Dentzel lion 
from the Lagoon 
Carousel graced 
the cover of The 
Carousel News 
& Trader in Oct. 
1990.  As part of 
the Bud Hurlbut 
collection, it was 
bid to $76,000 at 
the August 25, 
1990 auction handled by Norton Auctioneers.  Hurlbut’s 
collection brought a reported total of $2.3 million.

In last month’s photo essay on the Hersheypark Dent-
zel later relocated to Knott’s Berry Farm, there was some 
confusion on my part as to the machines.  Knott’s was 
host to two historic Dentzels.  One remains there, a 1902 
Dentzel that still has some original animals on it.  The 
other was the Lagoon Dentzel built in 1905. The photos in 
last month’s CNT were of the 1905 Lagoon Dentzel, not 
the 1902 Dentzel at Knott’s today.

The animals from the Lagoon Dentzel were auctioned 
off in 1990 along with Dentzel animals from the Castle 
Park, CA, machine and others in the collection of Bud 
Hurlbut.  Although it is believed that the Lagoon Carousel 
mechanism is still in operation at Castle Park, that is ac-
tually a mechanism from Albuquerque, NM.  The Lagoon 
mechanism is in storage according to Hurlbut. 

Jack Richmond’s

Sorry, Bob.  My Bad...
Although I have spoken 

to Bob Kissel many times, 
we have never met.  Barb 
Nelson did a very nice 
job on the auction story; 
much better than I did on 
the captions.  I mistakenly 
identified Jack Richmond 
as Bob in two of the pic-
tures.  My apologies to 
Bob, Jack and Barb.

Bob Kissel looks on (right) as 
Darren Spieth gets the auction 
started.

Corrections and clarifications, by Roland Hopkins, editor.

CarouselThe

News & Trader

Missed An Issue?  Lost An Issue?

Looking For A Carousel Story?
Search the contents of more than 21 years of 

The Carousel News & Trader online!
www.CarouselNews.com



Carousel News & Trader, July 200744 www.carouselnews.com

C A R O U S E L  C L A S S I F I E D S
CLASSIFIED ADS:  70¢ per word, number or abbreviation per insertion for 1 to 3 insertions. (Phone numbers or address numbers count as one word). 50¢ per word, per 
insertion for 4 or more insertions. Classified ads should be prepaid by check or credit card.  Ads must be received by the 1st of the month to be included in the next month’s 
issue. Repeat ads that run 6 times or more are 50¢ per word and can be invoiced in three-month increments.   Mail to Carousel News & Trader, 11001 Peoria Street, Sun 
Valley, CA 91352 or Fax to (818) 332-7944. Email to: sales@carouselnews.com.

 ANITQUE FIGURES

Carousel Liquidation Sale – Parker 
w/roses, Spillman w/Large Poppy, Spillman 
Engineering Trojan, striped Spillman, Loof Indian 
fiberglass, payments available, signed limited 
edition prints, music boxes and more.  Kristeen 
(831) 429-1844 or Caldwell.kris@gmail.com.

Antique 1930’s cast aluminum Parker 
jumper. 50” L, 23” H, approx. 60 lbs. Not a 
reproduction. Email dlupien@charter.net for 
photos or call (541) 271-5448. $400.00 plus 
shipping. Pick up O.K. in Portland, OR area. 

ANTIQUE CAROUSEL FIGURES, Dentzel 
jumper, PTC stander, LOOF jumper, CARMEL 
stander, PARKER jumper, LOOF prancer. Call 
(907) 248-5611.

PRIVATE PARTY LIQUIDATING COLLECTION:  
Dentzel tiger, Carmel stander, Dentzel outer 
stander, Herschell-Spillman stander,  Muller 
jumper, Parker stargazer, Loof goat, and many 
more. (509) 292-2606.

ANTIQUE CAROUSEL ANIMALS. Buy-
Sell-Trade.  Merry-Go-Round Antiques.  Al 
Rappaport, 29541 Roan Dr. Warren, MI 48093.  
(586) 751-8078.

ANTIQUE CAROUSEL FIGURES, photo 
gallery. www.myCarousel.com
email: myCarousel@myCarousel.com

APPRAISALS AND SALES,  Send photos and 
$40 per appraisal. Send SASE for list of over 
50 figures & scenery panels. Ken Weaver, 506 
Pughtown Rd., Spring City, PA 19475. (610) 
469-6331 or e-mail barbmgr@aol.com

CAROUSEL FIGURES Buy/Sell/Trade.    
Restorations by Wolf. Steve Crescenze.  (301) 
932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com

CAROUSEL FIGURES • ROCKING HORSES, 
Buy/Sell/Trade/Restore.  www.myCarousel.
com, email: myCarousel@myCarousel.com, 
phone (703) 892-8666; Gary & Sandy Franklin, 
3818 S. 9th St., Arlington, VA  22204.

LOTS OF HORSES in stock, antique and 
reproduction for quick delivery.  Carousel 
Workshop, 29915 Fullerville Rd., Deland, FL 
32720. (352) 669-6449.   
Web: www.carouselworkshop.com.

Art/photography

Collectible postcards and photo 
art prints of 1906 Looff Carousel In San 
Francisco.  Large selection, all animals 
included. Visit www.carouselmultimedia.com

BAND ORGANS

BAND ORGANS, 12 styles, based on 
Wurlitzer.  Discounts on demo units when 
available.  Johnson Organ Co., Inc. box 1228, 
Fargo, ND 58107.  email: organ@johnsonor-
gan.com.  (Serious inquiries only please).

STINSON CAROUSEL & FAIRGROUND  
ORGANS  Custom instruments, restoration, 
updates.  Stinson MIDI operating systems.  
Music; Artizan, Stinson, Wurlitzer specialists.
Phone (937) 593-5709,  fax (937) 593-5553. 
Web:  www.StinsonBandOrgans.com.  E-mail: 
dstinson@bright.net  

CAROUSEL ORGANS:  Ca l l i opes  & 
Nickelodeons.  Free brochure. Ragtime, 4218 
Jessup Rd., Dept CN, Ceres, CA 95307. (209) 
634-8475.

FOR SALE.  WURLITZER STYLE 125 BRASS 
TRUMPET BAND ORGAN.  $12,000.  Paul 
Cuoco.  113 Monument Ave., Wyoming, PA 
18644.  Tel: 570-693-2764.

BLUEPRINTS

INDIAN PONY 1/2 scale blueprints, also 1/2 
scale for Muller “Ghost” horse. Produced by 
carver with over 30 years experience carving 
top of the line figures.  Contact Joe Leonard, 
12107 St Rt 88, Garrettsville, OH 44231. (330) 
527-2307. Web site www.joeleonard.com. 
Email: leonardJ@apk.net.

BRASS RINGS

AUTHENTIC BRASS RINGS - $9.95 each or 
$5.00 with the purchase of a CD or tape.  See 
Dynamic Recording ad under music.

Free Brass Rings with every order. Solid 
brass original carousel brass ring replicas. 
1,000s of collectible items for sale at www.
CarouselStore.com or call 818-332-7944.

CAROUSELS

1903 C.W. PARKER CAROUSEL mechanism. 
(NO HORSES) 36 ft., 3 row, in semi-trailer. In 
storage 16 years. Last operated in Pennsylvania 
in 1990. (561) 445-2250.

CAROUSELS

FULLY complete antique WOODEN 
CAROUSELS for sale dating to 1895.  Other 
significant large and new carousels available. 
For more information, visit www.carousel.com, 
email to dan@carousel.com or call Brass Ring 
Entertainment at 818-394-0028.

One-Of -A-K ind  L IFESIZE CHILD’S 
MENAGERIE CAROUSEL 6 animals (1 ram, 
2 hippocampuses, one horse, 2 frogs) wooden 
hand-carved. Base is 8’. Plays music. Probably 
built in the 50s, but looks much older. $40,000 
cash OBO. Buyer must PICK UP.  Located in 
VA.  Contact Maxine at (434) 349-5600 or (434) 
770-1968 or hoofbeats@Ntelos.net.

Allan Herschell - 1952 model, 36-ft. 
Merry-Go-Round.  Three abreast, no horses, 
108 lights on running boards, flourscent lights 
on sweeps, 2 chariots.  Center rebuilt, soft start.  
Packed in a 24-ft. semi-trailer, $7,500.  Cash or 
Trade.  Mangels dry boat ride, $3,000.  
A. H. Little Beauty Merry-Go-Round parts, 
no wood, call for prices.  Mangels clutch shoes, 
$200.  Have many parts for older rides.  Call 
(570) 222-3458.

CARVING

CUSTOM CARVING BY KRISTI.  Carving 
quality, affordable carousel animals since 1985.  
Original designs or faithful reproductions. Full-
size 50” stander at $2,600.   View  her carvings 
at  www.mallcourt.com.   (505) 994-0617.
 

GIFTS

One of the largest selections of 
unique, distinctive and fun carousel items to 
delight yourself and your friends.  Luann’s 
Carousel Gifts;  Box 132 Chicopee, MA 01021. 
(413) 534-4139. www.liannscarouselgifts.com.  
email: Luanncarousel@aol.com.

The Little Carousel Horse wanted to 
become a real horse, but will he miss the magic 
of a carousel?  This thought provoking fairy-tale 
is guaranteed to be enjoyed for years to come 
by young and old alike.  www.snapbacks.com  
888.933.2545

JEWELS

GLASS JEWELS, send $2.00 for color catalog 
to Janet Berwin, 2111 Plattin Rd.  Festus, MO 
63028.  (636) 937-6998,  Fax (636) 933-4854 or 
visit Janets Jewels at www.glassjewels.com.
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MINIATURES

MINIATURE CAROUSEL KITS, also miniature carousel parts. For info 
contact, Bernice Evarts, 121 Payne Ave., N. Tonawanda, NY 14120. (716) 
692-7875. Email, EPBA1230@aol.com. 

MUSIC

AUTHENTIC MERRY-GO-ROUND MUSIC on cassettes and CDs.  
Over 100 different recordings of band organs, calliopes, player pianos, 
etc.  Send $1 for 30-page catalog. Carrousel Music, Box 231, Dept. TA, 
Chambersburg, PA 17201; (717) 264-5800.  Visa, MasterCard.

DYNAMIC RECORDINGS offers Carousel Breezes series of band organ 
music. Full hour of digital recordings from Sea Breeze Park.  800-816-
4262.  $16.45 for CDs, includes S&H.  Wholesale available. www.dynrec.
com/carousel.html. 

BAND ORGAN and carousel music.  Wide range of CDs and casette 
tapes.  Call 800-558-7969 or visit us a www.CarouselStore.com.

RESTORATION

RESTORATIONS BY WOLF, cover quality, affordable prices.  Phone 
(301) 932-2734. www.carouselrestorations.com

PROFESSIONAL QUALITY RESTORATIONS.  Pictures on request.  
Custom Carving & Restoration, PO Box 771331, Wichita, KS 67277; (316) 
722-1872. Email, ccrmar@att.net, web: http://home.att.net/~ccrmar.

SUPPLIES

New gears and bearings for all carousels.  10-years or 110-year-
old carousels. Visit www.amusementgear.com or call (818) 504-4946.

STANDS, BRASS POLES, ROCKING HORSE accessories, Carousel 
Memories.  Mike Mendenhall, Box 33225, Los Gatos, CA 95031. Phone: 
(408) 356-2306. email: carousel@sprintmail.com

CUSTOM DISPLAY STANDS for jumpers, prancers, standers.  Send 
SASE for brochure.  Dave Boyle, 150 Andrews Trace, New Castle, PA 
16102, phone (724) 667-8181.

CAST IRON & WOOD bases & pole sets  $195 - $495. Send SASE. 
Carousel Workshop, 29915 Fullerville Rd., Deland, FL 32720.  Phone: 
(352) 669-6449.   Web: www.carouselworkshop.com

TAILS

SOFT TANNED TAILS all sizes and colors.  A quality horse tail. 2720 Old 
Orchard Rd, Lancaster, PA 17601. (717) 295-9188.

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY, looking for basket cases or animals needing repairs. Send 
photos to Ron Craig, 51 Maridale, Lincoln, IL 62556. (217) 735-3308.

POP-UP BOOK CAROUSEL, by Weiss, Figment Press, other carousel 
pop-ups, Ray Geweke, N8188 big Lake, Sherwoood, WI, 54169, 920-
989-2629, nevaray@tds.net.

CAROUSEL INFORMATION: Any and all information about historic car-
ousels. Pictures, ads and/or any kind of archive. One piece or whole 
collection. Contact us at info@Carouselnews.com or (818) 332-7944.

Restoration
Wood repairs by Ron Purdy
Gold and aluminum leafing

Oil painting by hand
Specializing in “back to factory”

Quality hair tails available in
all colors & sizes.

(626) 793-1303
Running Horse Studio • Lourinda Bray
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JEWELRY  VIDEOS/DVDS  BOOKSMUSIC   HORSES   MINIATURES

Y O U R  O N E - S T O P  S H O P  F O R  A L L  T H I N G S  C A R O U S E L ™
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Tobin Fraley Carousel Animals Art Poster 
by Famous Berkeley Artist, David Lance Goines

Created for Tobin Fraley Studios in 1984

From the Tobin Fraley Archives
The Carousel Store acquired this rare find directly from Tobin Fraley’s personal 
collection. This is a rare opportunity to own this classic carousel poster.  

Dimensions: 17-3/4” x 24” 
Item # 10-1490
Price: $64.95  $50.00* 
*Special price for Carousel News & Trader subscribers 
 Use coupon code CNTPSTR

Custom Carousel Figure Stands 
Finest Quality, Hand-Crafted 

Hardwood Carousel Horse Bases
Appropriate for Antique Carousel Horses

Bases Come Complete with:
High-Quality Brass Pole and Brass Finial

Brass Base Flange Cover
Item # 10-0339

Price: $525.95*
* Add $200.00 for Standing Horses (larger)
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CAROUSELS FOR SALE

1909 Carmel Mangels
Big 50’ machine with 48 all original wooden animals including menagerie pieces.

1895 Looff from Historic Asbury Park
A huge 4 row with 78 replacement animals.  One of the largest carousel ever built!

1927 Dentzel frame. 
The last carousel Dentzel ever made.  Still in ORIGINAL PAINT!

Last operated at Rock Springs Park in VA.  Available as frame only or restored with 48 replacement animals.

1930’s Allan Herschell 
With 30 half and half horses.  The frame has replacement original PTC rounding boards and Dentzel trim.

A real show piece for the money.

1930’s Allan Herschell 
With 30 half and half horses.  Original restored machine.  A nice historic machine ready to run.

 
1950’s Allan Herschell 

With 30 aluminum horses.  All original.  Operated in a building its whole life.  Great condition.

1940’s Parker
Original frame with outside row of Bradley and Kaye replacement horses. 
These are original Bradley and Kaye not the new Chance Carousel pieces.

New Wooden Carousel.
 Carved by Ed Roth and Chuck Donohue.  A great barn yard theme. 

30 wooden animals and elaborate wooden trim.

Other large significant antique carousels available. Details by request only.
All machines can be seen at www.carousel.com.

We also have over 50 antique band organs, dance organs, orchestrions, nickelodeons,
and other mechanical music machines available. Call or write for details.

B R A S S  R I N G  E N T E R T A I N M E N T ,  1 1 0 0 1  P E O R I A  S T R E E T ,  S U N  V A L L E Y ,  C A  9 1 3 5 2
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WEDNESDAY,
JULY 25th

Another NORTON of Michigan

®

BEACHVIEW CAROUSEL CENTER

CAROUSELS • ANTIQUE ARCADE GAMES • PLAYER PIANOS

DAVID A. NORTON’S

NORTON AUCTIONEERS
OF MICHIGAN INCORPORATED

PROFESSIONAL AUCTIONEERS
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AWARD-WINNING AUCTIONEERS

Worldwide Amusement Auctioneers and Appraisers, Selling the Unusual, the Unique & Extraordinary!

Price
$10.00

SAUGERTIES, 
NEW YORK�

Saugerties Cover:Norton   Wyandot Lake  6/8/07  4:18 PM  Page 1

DAVID A. NORTON’S

NORTON AUCTIONEERS
OF MICHIGAN INCORPORATED

PROFESSIONAL AUCTIONEERS

(517) 279-9063 • E-mail: nortonsold@cbpu.com • www.nortonauctioneers.com
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AWARD-WINNING AUCTIONEERS

Worldwide Amusement Auctioneers and Appraisers, Selling the Unusual, the Unique & Extraordinary!


